16 TRUTH.
Miss Muffeb,who had been watchingber | a al;up orsok from {tw jeweled handle and ca'tilod wandered from one face to
Thﬂ L&St Uf thﬂ Iﬂgﬂsm (R changlog faos with ourious intereat, oub]rolled to Miss Meredith's feet. anotho'r. ; g the varlous |torl:- they
—_— short her meditative musings, The Iater stooped and ralved it, withaltold with ever.lncressing satiafaction.

OHAPTER V.

Mo aald plenty, I assure you. The
Ingeatyres are a chivalrous race, Miss
Vane, and all the knlght-errant bloed in
the veins of this thelr Iasb representative
was stirred by the thought of beauty in
dletress. He could nob carry your colours
in a tourney, orslay adragonin your
service, as one of his Crusading anceators
might have dons, 5o he came, In prosato
nineteenth.century fashion, and tried and
tried to move my sympathies on your be
half.”

¢ You aay shols charming and com-
panlonable?" he said, in hly lmpullve
way, ‘‘and you are companionless, and
must be often miserab'y dull, Now it
soems to me——"'

¢ Heo broke off there, stroking his mus-
tacho and looking ab me with kind, eager
deprecating eyes—he 1sa fearless cln%
fon ina geueral way; but I think
coursge falled him on the brink of that
daring proposltion, He really hurdly
knowsme, and I have the reputation of
an ogress in his family. However, ogress
or nob, 1 have my likes as weli as
my dislikes, and that daring venture
pleased me—perhaps the audden break-
down pleased me even more—for I help-
ed him after that.

¢4 You think that two halves make a
whole,” 1 finished, with a smile that was
intended to and that did resssure him—
¢‘that Magdaten Vane and I might bring
our donble loneliness and double sense
of Injary together, and manage to make
comfort out of the two 1"

¢ The boy's face brightened so abaard.
1y, you wounld think I had done him
nome great personal favor,

“¢Tam sure it would be a first-rate
plan for both of you,' he sald gratefully,
and I promised bhim I would ses about
putting 1t into executlon ab onoe. I have
kept my word, and I am here. Will you
accept my propoaal, Magdalane Vano?
‘Will you exchange Melinds House, with
all its warm-heartod hospitality and kind-
neas, with all its attractions, for the
soclety of a crabbed, cross old woman,
who has the ovil rep.atation of a witch,
who hp&fululy sapposad to be aa crook-
ed in apiritas in body, and, because she
is incapable of exciting love in others, ix
set down as having no love to bestow §”

Miss Muffut spoke now, as always, with
a serlo-comic self-meckery; but to Mag-
dalen thereseemed a woird pathos in the
words, She came forward, on a sndden

onately grateful impulse, and, hardly
owing what ahe said or did, flung both
her arms about the poor crooked snounld-
wurs that had rarely falt au -h « tender pros-
wure and presaed her fresh young lips to
the withered wrinkled face.

“Oh, may I come? Will yon have
mo§” she crled, her volce trembling with
a very rapture of delight. ¢Oh, ?ahall
be a0 happy, so0 content—X will 'work so
hard to ploase you, I can res.d, and work,
and play, and I know 20 many games
with the cards and chess and backgammon
Oh, I think I canplease you, If you will
let me txy!"

The tears of earnost feellng were run-
nieg down her cheeks bafore she reached
the end of thatlongspooch. There were
tears on Mies Mouffot's largs white face
too; but neither the woman nor the girl
could have aaid with any degree of oar-
talnty from whoso oyes they fell. Bat,
if ahe had wept, }Miss Muffet recovered
her serenity with amarlog quickness,

“You please me slresdy, child,” she
sald, a little grofily; ““but no more
herolos, plense, We have serious bulsnes:
to settle. When can you coms to me$"”

Magdalen-grasped for breath; this was
ooming tothe point with a vengeance;
she had not prepared for auch despatch.
She had indeed toid Mrs. Talbot of her
intentlon to return to Brussels, and that
Isdy had mado no objectlon; bub she had
proposed at least to walb for Bfadamo
“irossant’s suswer toher appoal; aud
now—

¢ Shall Iﬂ' oub the %%rg?nn}mob,"and
carry you off ab once, o y oarrisge
1t at the door and the is emally
done!” she sald, in half-josting tones, bub
with a wholly carnest manner. *¢ Come,
yoar flitting will afford explanations.
Come, fetch your hab like a good girl, and
leb lf:l'xe reat of your possessions follow
you

Sho caught Magdalen's band in a
porsuasive clssp ; but the girl drew back
rexolutely.

¢ No; please donob ask me—I could
no, do that, Wnen Mrs, Talbot returns
I will tell her, and thon e—’

*Then there will be a battle royal,”
the other Interupted grimly;Dbab though
evidently dinpgol_ntod, she did not seem
dlaplessed, and added, after a seoond’s
thoughtful pause—<‘ Well, | suppose you
are right, At what time do you expech
them back?’

By the five-o'olock traln. The car-
risgze has gone already to meet them.”

$Then I willsatayand raeet them heve,”
Miss Maffet aald eom&uedly. “No,
thank you, my dear; X will not come irto
the house ; the aun will not hurt me, and
I would rather get this busalness over in
the open ale.”

She gathered bher short sklrts about
her, and seated herself upon the atone
steps with a total disree cof dignity and
comforh,. Magdalen vainly off:red to
fetch atcol, shawl, sunshade, or oushion
for her ecoentric gueat ; Miss Maffst only
Iaughed, and peraisted thatahe had never
been more comfortable or entirely at her

easo.

She looked bothas she sat gally chat-
ting and starlag down the long tree-shad-
od avenue with a joyously- expectant
look—alook that brightaned into absolute
delight when presently Flora Talbot and
Lord Ingeatyre came slowly rliing under
the arched boughs of the tall green elms.

Frank, who kept a llitle ia the rear,
was the first to see and call his alater’s
attentlon to the odd little figurs perched
upon the steps. The gixl atarted, atared,
then rode qulckly up with 3 brilliantvexa-
:lon-bom finsh on her handsome hwughty

ace.

““Miss Moredith—you here, and none
of us a4 home to0 recelve youl” she crled,
with perfectly alncers vexation and dis-
gust, Miss Meredith of the Hall wasat
all times worthy of conoiliation, but never
had Flora Talt:ob so longad to be on frlond-
1y terms with her now that Lord Ingestyre
was in her train,

Bat Miss Meredith recelved tho eager
apologetio greeting with an indifferent
gruoe, She nodded coolly, surveying
Flora all the while with a critical gaxe
that the proud girl found Intensely ex-
asperating, She bit her lip, and, by way
of finding a safe vent for her Indignation,
turned arrogantly upon the pala sad
hitherto unnoticed glrl who atood in the
thadow of the f.ut doorway.

¢¢ X think, Miss Vain, that you might
have %old the children Miss M th
was_here,” ahe sald harshly., *Blen.as
or Kliity would havo had the sense to or
der tes, and not to keep her In the glare
of thesunl”

¢ would notdrinkthe tea, and had
no business with Xitty or Blsnche," Miss
Meredith angwered with an ovident enjoy-
ment of the soens that turned the ross on
Flora's clear dark cheok to a finsh of vivid
fame. ‘I came here solely to see Miw
Vane. George, come here; I want to in.
troduce youto my travelling comparion
of the other day.”

Lord Ingestyre came forward with
alacrityand bowed low befors the troubled
glr), thinking, sy he did a0, that the falr
sweeot {208 was even fairer and awseter in
the ssarching sunlight than it had sesmed
peeping from ita picturezque green frame
and Ut by the pale uncertain glory of the
moon,

Flora Talbot looked at the pretiy ple-
tare for a sscond, then turnoé) suddenly

away, and, aa she did 20, the alender toy
ahe carriod as & riding-whip snapped with

faoe of Innooent uncomsclousnecs and
good-natured regreb,

“Dear mo! What an unfortunabe
sooldent! How did 1t happen?” she asked,
holding the pretty little silver head with
its glittering emerald eyes eagerly batween
her finger and thumb, ' II you often use
your whips so ronghly, Miss Talbot, I
pity thomn and your horses too."

Feeling a deaire to Iaythe whip In ques-
tion smartly aboub tho ahoulders of her
tormentor, Flora muttered some incoher.
onb snawor, and snatched the handle
rudely from her ﬁmp.

S Misshapen little wratoh!” ahe crled
between heraharp white teeth. ‘‘How
dare she oome here ounly toinsult us.
Forbunately, that insolent usurper will
nob be here long.”

CHAPTER VI,

Just as Flors reached this polnt in her
medhations, the carriage ocontaining M.
and Mrs, Talbob came swiftly past the
lodge gate and np the avenue. -
dalen’s heart began to throb a little more
qulokly withthe fesling of abattleat hand ;
and, moticing the sudden pallor of the
fale fa.oﬁ, :(llwlmddeg t?:lror Iill: th;ov:ol:;:
eyes, Lo ngeatyro folt his pulses »f
with a qoick throb of sympathy, and,

siranger thoogh he was, ke could not ] Msg

help giving the frightensd girl a quick
resssuring smile as he drew a little near-
er to her aide. -
Mrs. Talbot was at lesat as atartied as her
daughter when she saw Miss Meredith;
but ahe had her feelings under better
contro), and her atlll fine eyes expressed
only.a tender and gratefal plessure us she
movad quickly forward, with both hands
outstretohed in esger welcome,
t¢ Dearest Constance,” she crled, with
an admirable contzived and executed
emotional gap, and she movedas though
she would have gathered her amall frlend
in a warm embrace sbut Miss Meredith
sbepped aalde and deftly avolded it, there-

by very nearly osmaing the stately Iady to | t7

come {gnominfously to the ground. Al
together tgnoring the rebuff she had re-
colved, Mrs, Talbob went on—

“Itisso long zince you have crowsed
our threahold"~with a languishingly
affactionate look—*¢ never sinoe w=="!

¢ 8ince I heard of the pretty nlck-name
you gave me, of the plans my weakness
had perhaps glvenyou the right to form!”
‘D'Ii!u Meredith mver%d abx-upﬂy(il and

tha aa xcorn, & burning indigna-
tion, that V:Smed to tranaform the poor
misshappen little woman and make hor
dwarfish figare dignified and heroic. I
have never orossed your threshold sinoce
that day Mre. Talbot, and I have not
ocrossad it now—JX am only waltlng ab your

w___ll
gt ¢ For permissien to enter?” Mus.
Talbot asked, with an uneasy smile, Bhe
%00 would have liked to give back taunt
for tauntand sting for ; but ahs too
felt the all-important necesslty of not
quarrelling with Lord Ingestyre's coualn
now. * You know how morethan wel-
comse ‘:n would be. Come, Constance,
here, before my husband and chlldren, I
am ready to admit that I behaved badly
and ungratefully to.yom. Can youwith
common generosity sak for more? We
are neither of us youog women now; is it
no} almoat time to forget and forgive?”

8he extended a well gloved hand as she
apoke, and Miss Maredith surveyed that
miracle of gray French kid curioualy, as
though it ware some preiiy tcy submitted
for her luspaction,
to touck ib; and, Aushing angrily, Mm.
Talbot drew back,

“No! Idld not whakto enter,” sid
Mis Meredith indifforently now, I
hardly ex to ses you st all; Icame
to fotoh ‘Vane away; butlike s sorn
ulous liitle gooss, ahe refused to come,’

The lsat sentence was a bombahell, as
the speak.r perfectly well knew. Her

shrewad eyes, aparkling now with malicions
enjoymend of the consternation she had

but made no atbempt’

Flora grew suddenly pale, even to her
lips, and her large dark eyes dilated in
» atare of insolent surprise, Mr. Talbot
looked almply astonished, and, after a
few seoonds’ conslderatioa, rather pleas.
od by tha ides, His wife frowned, bit
her lips sharply, then sald, with an an-
easy laugh—

*“You were always an eocentrio unso.
ocountable being, Constance ; bub I confems
thad this last caprice puzries even me.
‘Why you ahould try tolure Mr, Talbob's

little consin—an abaolute stranger %o you,

by-the-way—from the home we have
g{yen her would, I fancy, trouble even
you to explain I*

¢ The home in which she was so happy,
in which ahe was to remain so long ”
Mise Meredith pub in sharply.

““Mlss Vane bas made good use of hex
time and ‘a catalogue of our misdemesn.
ours, mother!” Flora broke In, herclear
tones seeming. frozan with scorn, ’
1ina House hias made an excellont stopping.
stone to'the Hall for our astute youny
relation ; we-were the ladder by which ahe
climbed to fortune, and now, as & matter
of ocoutse, shbis eager .to kick uy down.
Lsb- us oongratulate "her on . the success
that has crowned  her efforts, and wish
her, ‘with all our hearts, *‘gocd-bye.”

8he glanced disdalnfully. across at
(sgdalen ; bub her eyes, blgzing with all
the foused evil passion of her nature,
meb Lord Ingeatyze's clear, shooked gaxe,
and for tho ‘firsb .time ahunned the en-
counter: ° - - -

It she oould have killed Mer mnoonsclous
rival then’ and there, slie would have
done ap without hesitation or remorse,
for in that moment she realizxd with an
assuved cortalnty of convistion that the
game on which,as it seemed to the provd
pasalonaté girl,every hope of life was atak-
od, was finally lost. Vanity itaslf coald
‘nob misread the contempt and averson of
the young man's .eyes,

She broke into s sharp, palnfnl-sound-
ing laugh, and sald, with affected levi.

¢Qar governesses suffor from epldemios
of elopement, mother, and wa are forever
deatined to spoll thelrplans. However,

as this one does not proposs to carry
ank?v’dt.h her, I suppose she is welcoms
to go?*

*“And the asconer the better,” Mrs.
Talbot finlshed, with immenss dignity
and crushing coldness. She too aaw theb
the fortune of war -was agalnst her, and
sho too grow rockless and defiantin the
presence of defeat.’ * After Miss Vane's
diaplay of unparalieled ingratitnde, I can-
not say that I have the lesat wish to de-
tain her. I only regret”—ahe turned to
Oonstanoes Moredith, shook her head
mournfally, and applied her handker-
chief ostantationaly to her eyes—*'I only
regret that your trust should be miapliced,

your kindness abused. 1 warn you thay:

you take a viper to your bosom.”

“QOb, thank youl” Mixs Meredith
roae and shook out her comical short akirts
with elaboratecare, *‘I have learned ta
bear atiugs with equanimity—as you
should know, who gave mea sharp ex-
perlenco. Come, my dear; alnce your
friends are 80 roady to part with you, 1
will take you home ab oncs!”

‘Oh, go by all meana?” Mra. Talbot
nld Iy, in answer to Msagdalen's
half-frightened look of appeal. *‘Inever
wished you to come here! I never wish
to aee your aly pale face again!”

“There~run and put vn your bonnet)”
Miss Meredith pub in, with good-natured
imperativeness; bubt Magdalen was only
too thankful to obey.

She was only gons abont ten minutes;
bub, i hor sbsenco had lengthened itaelf
aut into ten hours, Miss Meredith would
have been thoroughly and placidly oon-
tont. She.-was a generous, kind.-hearted
womsan, capable on ocomslons of herolo
solf-sacrifice, and at one time
posed to think well of all hor fellow-
creatures. Bub the circumatances of life
had madly warped and changed her,

“Mer .

it famrwAm . e -

g m——-




