CANADA BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER

WALL PAPER AND DECOVFATIONS.

OLIN McARTHUR & CO. have had
a very busy month of i, pushing
orders forward. They noie winh saus.
faction, as a sign of an extendiny trade with
the sister colonmes, the receipt of large orders
bo h fiom South Aftica and Austraha.  Itas
their second ycar in catering to the South
Afncan tiade, which is now well established,
while the orders from Australia indicate as
promising pussibilities from that quarter.

Mr. Foster, of Watson, Foster & Co,, left
for New Yotk on Thursday, the 2nd, to post
himself regarding new wall papers, eic., for
the comnyg season’s trade.

In the last issue of BOOKSELLEKR AND
STATIONER, and in all the daily papers, it
was stated that a recent Customs suling on
Anaglypta, the new wall decoration, made
it subject toan ad valorem duty of 23 per
cent. This was incorrect, the Customs
charges an the goods being a specific duty
of 1 4c¢. per roll, as well as the ad valorem
duty of 235 per cent.

Steadily increasing sales tesufy to the
populanity of M. Staunton & Co’s wall
papers.  Their output thi> season is mmuch
targer than last year, and, notwithstanding
the additional machinery put up in antici-
pation of increased business. they have been
working their enure stafl overtime for
scveral weeks past to enable ther to fill all
orders in ample e for spring trade
Several casloads are being shipped each
week. The stock room in their factory,
large as it1s, has proved wnadequate to the
demands made upon it, and the firn have
nad to procure additional warehouse room
it a building conveniently sttuated near by.

J- M. Kelly, who sepresents \Watson,
Foder & Co.in the United States markets,
has been in Detroit and other western points
recently.

M. Staunton & Co’s Ontavio salesmen
ate now on the road calling on those of the
trade who were unable 0 place orders dur-
wp the fall.  Dealers who have room for
wnre patterns shou'd wiite 2o the finy, who
will have them looked after.

ln the Umited Siates recently there has
been some talk about wall pape. faciones
bLang a bad nsk for wsurance companies
and underwrniters are askiny increased rates.
During the past 8 years 23 factones have
been bumed inthe States, and this the com-
panies vonsider a poor secord. The same
rgument canoat apply o Canadan fac.

tories, which are well construcied and well
looked after. A Canadian factory lately had
a fire which was put out before any matetial
damage was done. There are plenty of
o her kinds of factories where the danger of
fire is infinitely greater. The truth seems to
be that insurance companies are always
looking for grounds on which to increase the
rates, and if someone will just give them a
hint they will raise the rates on warehouses
for stoning ice.

In the States the wall paper men are look-
ing to 1896 as the banner year of the trade,
and with improved trade conditions .4 Can-
ada, there is no doubt it is going tobe a
food one with us, too.

Papering ceilings continues to be the rule
even in business cffices. No other form of
decoration produces the same effect, and 1ts
complete concealment of all defects n the
ceiling marks it out as a fashion come 10
stay.

The Attorney General of New York has
refused the application made in the courts
for the dissolution of the wall paper trust.
The application was based mainly on the
ground that good-will cannot be considered
as property or capital. The Attorney-
General said he was nat called upon to de-
cide whether the trust constituted a com-
binatron to control the =wall paper market,
or to pronounce upon the legality of the
combination or the solvency of the company.
The applicants had been paid $1,600,0c0 for
their assets and goad-will in common stock
of the company.and desiredto know whether
the statute allowed the capital stock of
$30,000,000 of the company to cover good-
will.  The Attorney-General decided that
good-will was law(ully property, and might
be included in an issue of capital stock.

Purchasets of wall paper, as any dealer
knows, arc harder to please than most
people. A competent dealer usually knows
far more than the average purchaser, who
has vague 1deas of what he wants, and pos.
sesses few arttistic tastes. A story illustrat.
ing it is related by Curtains, Wall Paper and
Carpets, about a lady who went into a store
in a tawn with a sample of red paper and
wanted a room pipered with some of that
exact shade. The dealer had some nearly,
but not quite, hke 1. But the customer
wouldn’t take it. She knaw what she wanted
and no:hing else would suit.  The decorator
wroe to the factories but could not get the
desired shade. So he went to the house to
1¢ll her this, and took along a roll of the

paper he had ia stock. Ushered into the
reception raom, he wait-d her entrance,
thinking over the little story with which he
hoped to change her mind. In looking
about the room, he espied protruding from
behind the murror alittle edze of the same
sample of the paper she had shownhim. A
happy thought. Quickiy pulling it from its
concealment,he tore offhis roll a piece of like
size and shape, stuck it behind the mirror
where the other had been and placed her
sample in his pocket. \Vhen madam came
in he explained that he had written to
various factories and thought he had a paper
that would suit. She went to her mirror,
produced the sample, compared 1t with the
roll, aud everybody was hippy, even if he
were guilty of a bit of deception.

The exports of Canadian wall paper to
British Colontes and elsewhere are begin-
ning to be perceptible ir: the trade returns.
We have no official figures later than last
June, but the trade returns for the year end-
ing June, 1893, show exports of 10,439 rolls,
against 1,770 rolls the year before. About
half the quantity exported goes to the
United States.

The imitation leather wall paper of Japan
is manufactured by hand. Al the processes,
from the stamping of the dies on the moist,
heavy sheets to the delicate painting of the
vaised arabescues and quiint flowers, are
done by the deft fingers of skilled work-
women. The raaterial used is the inner bark
of certain trees which do not thrive out of
Japan, and the same kind of paper cannot
therefore be made so well out of Japan.
Ceiling pattemns of the same kind of leather-
paper are made by the Japs, and they are as
firm as wood. ‘They sell at 2 yen (about $2)
per yard.

The Customs returns for 1893, just issued,
show Canadian imporis of wall paper last
year, compared with the previous year, to
be:
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The Munsey Publishing House is to be re-
moved to New London, Conn. The publish-
er has bought property at ke corner of
Meridan and State streets for $40,000.




