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ÂfHI S world is a battiefield and
''1C/onward," is tiue watcliword of

~thlose, who succeed ini life's
battle.

"Tlie brave mnan ne'er despairs,
And lives wliere cowards die."

One victory gained 'is, wvitli itu, onliy a
st eppin g-stouîe to some tlin g lig lier. The
pleasuire of life is- iii tiis ever pressing
onward ; thîis constant miarcli. Happiiîess
is iiuîc'r.e in pursuit tlîau in possession. A
great student lias said tlîat -if .iu his liand
lie lîeld truti; !.e would ]et it go f<îu tlie
sake of pursingi! after At. And aitotiser
says if tiie Creator %-vere to offer li,, liis
clioice betweeni tiie seaircliiigi after
truthu and timat truthi itself, hie would
chioose the first. Foi after ail, wvhat is
ail thie Iearning any of oair iiiost scliolaiy
meui possesi but onie liî,k in thie cliaiti ofv
kn)owledge--onie step iii; the riglit direc-
tion ; the vast eternity of knowvledge lying
still beyond. Tie more a person learns
the more clearly does lie see wlîat lieiglits
are yet to be reaclied ;, wliat motuntaîns
yet to scale. Looking down the distanice
travelled, seemis as notliing compared wvith
tlîat beyond.

In othier tliings beside leariug does
titis spirit of advancenient sliow itself.
'Ne notice it in tiie sti- 'gfe for wealtht
wimat seens a fortune to the poor man to
the owiîer often lonks very srnall. The
miser lias this feeling to sucli a degree
thtat lie wvill deny himiself atiything to
increase tlie wvei«,It of bis rnoney bags.
So titis cotitinual desire for change and
reaching out afier somnething beyond ; if
uiot watclied, witli care is very likely to
lead its inaster, or raelier, we miglit say
its servant astray. Different motives
may lead one on ; it inay be a reai thirst-
ing for knowledge, a desire to niake the

nost of one's self-whicli is the *miost
noble miotive-but often pride, desire for
fame and glory, a %vishi to outstrip othiers
engaged in the struge, or eveuu revenge
may be thie mainspriing of action. Nations
and men have beoA uiiied by the power
of ambition wron -]y directed. It is a

terrible peace.destroyer ; its destructive
effects'can be seen on almost every page
Of liistory.

"Fatal ambition ! say whiat %vondrous
cliarmis

Delude manjkiiid to toil for thiee iii arrns;
\Vlieti ail tliy spoils, tliy wreathis iii

battie won,
Tlie pi-ide of powv'i and thie glory of a

crOwni,
M'lien ail w~ar gi%'es, whieî ail the great

cal) gaiui,
E'erî tliy wlîole pleasure pay iiot hialf

the paitî."
But, thiere is a brighit side to ambition,

as weIl as dark oie. It intst be directed
aud couîtrolled and, theîî it becomes the
inotive power of the world. Tuje grandest
cpic in our latignage, %vas thie resuit of
Milton's desire to address a work to
posterity wvl ici !Ahould perpet uate bis
naine at leasi in the ]and ini wvlicli lie wvas
liorui. Progress is comparatîvely slow;
it is made by %voîking clieerfuilly on whiile
patiexîtly waitiiig for tie. î-ipenitig of thje
seeds tlhat liave been sown. De Maistre,
says that "to knowv how to waît is the
great secret of success." Varjous defin-
itions liave been given of genius, wlîether
w~e exactly agree witli these or flot, certainî
it is tlîat the very greatest men have beeuî
wvise and persevering. Very few of tiie
great discoveries of the world have beeui
accidentai. It lias been said thiat only for
tuie accidentai fail of the apple at
Newtoiî's feet lie neyer wouid have made
hiis great discoveries. But if lus mind
liad niot been full of the subject of gravit-
ation aund bis tlîouglits turned iii tliat
direction, tu)e fallen apple would neyer
liave suggested theni. "'Trifles make
perfection, and perfection is n0 trille,"
was once said by the great as tist M icloel
Angelo, in reply to a scoffer. Spare
moments are trilles ; but wliat a lot cal)
be crowded into tliem and extracted from
tliemi if tlîey were properiy used. They
are as "saîuds of precious gold" to thiose,
wlîo are leavitig thieir naines on the roll
of history. Elihiu Burritt, we are told,
wluile working as a blacksmitlî, mastered
eighteen ancient and moderni languages.
and twenty-two European dialects.
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