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other distributing drainis. I3eneath the ridges
psxrallel drains of field tile are laid somte six feet
deep. Soakage takes place fromr the ditches
toarcls the tile drains by dow'nward filtration.
'l'ie fiat-bcd whiciî lies aIl On the one plane is s0
made %vith a dilp of about onc foot in 200 that f!ron1
the main distributing drain ruiniig across the eiid
of the bed sewvage cani l) interrmittently supplied
to each of the beds iin succession, or according to
tlie needs of the growing crop. The effluent fromi
these tIle drains is clear anid runs off to the nigýh-
borinig water cou,.rse.

Suich iii l)rief is the systemn to l)e adopted, and
%vith careful attenitioni to details of managemenit
we aniticipate from the f.-um the most striking,
satisfaictory, and beneficial resuîts, if we are to
judge 1), the experience ini other instanices, which

* may be referred to.
Iii the Section on Public 'Medicine of the Glas-

gow meeting )f tlie l3ritish 'Medical Asoitoa
number of mlost interestinig paliers on the sul)ject
of sew',age disposaI %vere read. In the palier by
1)r Drysdale are soîne miost interestiing and re-
markable st.atemeits regarding sewvage farms. On
the 1,500 acres of lanid irrigat--d at Gennievilliér-s,
below Pýaris, twenty millions of cubic metres of thic
se wagie wvere used in i 386. During the six-, years
preceding, the popu1lation of the commune haci iin
creaseî -.1 per~ cent., while the anntïal rentai of
land hadl increased from go0t 15o franics per hec
tar (2 _14 acres). TIhe exýperimient lias prov-ed so
successful that the rumainlder of the sewvage is to
l)e tîtili-zed on 3000 acres i .- chèýre;. There have
been raised ar Getinevilliérs; î6,ooo cabbages per
acre, also 40 tonIs Of l)eet-roO0t per acre. 'l'lie
effluent ivas a palatale water, wvhile irrigation an('
purificationi go onl %vinter as 'veil as summiier. Each

acre of siîitable land could uitilize 5,o00 tonls

or six crops ot .rye grass each season), e-ight tons 10

each cutting.r At Berlini ?,o56 personis are emi-
ployed on the sewvage fam, which are a1 great suc-

ces 'here are 16,65 acesuder irrigation, and

thesýe farmis, it is state-d, are so healrhy that con-
valescent homnes have been erected thereon. It is
further stated that they pay an interest Of 2~' per
cenit. on the capital required t0 construct and mani-

g"e the works
là, a recent effitorial in 1\1-' ICAI. SCIENC-E ve

xeèferred: l ttlîe work wvhich hias beeni carried on iii

England and the lUnitedl States in this connection,
and pointed out what is possible for cities, wliere
the sewage question presses iwost seriously fo'r
solution. We shall expect that the example set by
the Governinicnt will be rapidly followed by many
tovns and ciries in the Province ; for %vith the niow
well-known systemn of separate sewers there is no
town of any importance that %vould find such
works a, serious burden upon their finances (t'iiese
l)eing built for $5,ooo to $7,000 per mile>, while
the immiiediate and indirect beniefits, both to health
in the employment of the town por and in
supplyimg abuindant and cheap vegetables would
far more than recoup themi for any apI)arefltly
large temporary outlay.

INFANTILE CONVULSIONS.

THStermn for the poptlar so-callhd " fsý

f children, lias been still nmore exactly de-
fi neci by Gowers, as infantile eclampsia, eciam p-
sia haivinig come " to be used as a namne for the
condition in which conv'ulsions occur froîn other
causes than î)rimary states of the brain." We could
not have better expressed, perhaps, an importan t fact
in coincîioni Nwth this tou commion and serioub

disease, viz., that we are to look to causes other tlian
cerebral iin very miany of the instanices wliere wve
-ire c.alleci upon to treal. the disease. \\e mnust,
apart from excitiing causes, place in a l)rimfary posi-
tion of importance, heredit.y. Whiat this nimans
caninot be e\pressed in exact ternis, b)ut we will
not be far astray if we state this condition as the re-
suIt of the: various inherited defects of constitution,
depenidenit upon mnal-nutrition inz micr, affecting

clevelopnient of organs, both of digestion, assimi-
lationi, ard elimination. Says Gowers, -"'i'e
special hiability of infants is probably due to the
condition of deveiopment of the nervous sybtemn.
At the time of birth only p)arts of it are strutîcurally
complete. Extensive tracts of fibres have not yet
acquired their white medullary substance, and
until the axis cylinders are thus clothed, the
fibres have but littie conducting power, although it
is probable that such power is not altogether ab-
sent. But the loNwer centres are further advaniced
than the higher onles, and are, in consequence, imi-
perfectly cohtrolled." T1his statemlen. comports
most adnîirabhy with jaccoud's statemient regarding
the Iphenlomenall of hiysteria and hystero-epilepsy,
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