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at a time of need. That it does so is proved by the falling off in the
numbers who are seeking charitv alnd free hospital eure ut suleh limes,
The~ steadiiy failing birîli rate in Prance lias giveil rise to a gooî (leu]
of discussion ini favor of similar aid.

THE PlE VALENCY 01F TUBERCU LOSlS.
It lias been kîîown for inany years that a large nuinber of rsn

have been i'ifected w'ith tuberculosis, and have ilever showni ans yii-
toms of the disease. One noted Gernuîî authority stated f init at, leasi
95 per cent. of ail who reacli aduit years have been infected.

At the Conference for the Preventioxi of 'lubercuiosis, held ini
Leedis a short tîme ugo, Sir Williatn Osier accentuuteî this trulli iii bis
well-known and forceful style. Among otiier things lie, said:

IlTuberculosis inay be put into bliree groups. Ail oF us who are
here corne in the flrst. If 1 had ail instrîuaielt liere withi whîch 1 could
look into the chcst or the abdomen of ecdi of you, the,, probability is
that in 90 per cent. of you would be found soinewlhere a sinalt area of
tuberculosis. So widespread is thic bacillus that practeilly ail huinans
by the time they becorne aduits, harbor the germn of the disease.

''Wliy don't you die? 'ecauesc we are îlot guinea pigs or rabbjts,
we have obtained a certain inilunity. But the gerin Ii in us, tiiougli
negative, ond with ail of us tiiere is the p0ssibilitv of siîppiîîg Îi ilie
two other groups.

"'The second group comprises those iii whorn the diseuse is active
enougli to produce symptoms, but in whom there is the possibility of
arrest or cure, with restoratiou to working heaith. Those in the third
group are doomed, thc disease progresses week by week, nionti by ionili,
year by year, and from one year to five sees the end.

"&When workers have living wages, when the bouse becomes the
home, when the nation spends ont food what it spends on drink, tien,
instead of hundreds of thousands, there will bc millions ini the tirst
group, with practically imînunity. The enemy lias been traced 10 ils
very stronghoid, which is defended by the three allies poverty. bad
hàousing and drink."

Ilere we have in terse form te essentials of the caue. But Sir
William went on to curiphusize the causes of the disease, and they re-
duce themselvcs to three main factors: Drink, bad housing ,and poverty.Thtis really cornes to one, as drink is at the bottoin of tic other two.
This does not reekon with the bacillus at ail; but what was in1 the mind


