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is such as to deinanl a thorougli investigation, and

T E CANADA LANCET : if prove",instant disissal fro" office. Thisofcial
imay probably urge that it can never be wrong to

À Monthly Journal of Medical and Surgical Science, follow conscience, let it lead to wh1at it will, and

Issued Promptly on the First of each Month. believe, with Barrow and other casuists, that " a
conscience, however erroneous, obliges ;" but

§- comniunicationas soicitecl on al. ieclical anle Soi- althogli it is true that a m.an mnust follow his
eat >11e sieljecis, asid adso Repýjo)ts of' cases octl.eori inL ifC heii ~ '

ratice. 'vism dt. sertc, o' t:he most ib'ral conscience weni made, the question rtuirns whether
tcrras. AU Lctters an jo.m uicertions to be aidresseft lie may not have had a trille to do with naking it;to the "Editoi. canasda 1L<mcet,"e 1oronto. li i n

AGENTS.-DAwso; Bitos., 31ontreal ; J. & A. McMSLLa, st. Jolms, wieter the desire to erush and disgrace a rival had
N.B. ; J. M. nAI.Dwix, 805 Broadway, New York, and J. & A. oc
CIrtenemLL, New Burlington-street, Loundou, England. not been one of the impelling forces. Bentham, i

his book of fallacies, thus discourses of the self-trum-
TORONTO, NOVEMBER 1, 1873. peter's fallacy : " There are certain mon in office

who, in discharge of their functions, arrogate to

WHITHER R E WE DRIFTING. theimselves a degree of probity, wich is to exclude
all imputations and all inquiry. Their assertions

Our last issue contained no less than four letters are to be deemed equivalent to prouf, their virtues
froni corrospondents, complaining of various shades are guarantees for the faithful diseharge of their
of departure from honorable professional conduct. duties, and the mîost implicit confidence is to be
The frequency of these appeals would make us reposed in mem on all occasions."
question the universal application of the quotation, The office of Coroner or Attorney for the Qucen is

"Ingenuas dedicisse fideliter artes too sacred to allow its prostitution, and we canînot
Emollit mores, nec sinit esse feros." imagine that the gentleman charged with ialversa-

more particuî.rly as from the alphabet of letters tion of office will quietly subnit to the censure that
affixed to the naies of some of the parties coin- must necessarily follow Dr. Washington's letter, if
plained of, we should be justified in presuming that the accusations are susceptible .f disproof. Only
a long study of a liberal profession (which alone we in the case in which a nian lias impartially dealt
should imagine could have supplied the string of with evidence is lie blanekss ; and blaincable, nucli
titles,) had necessarily resulted in a eultivated or little as lie has deviated froi that standard.
mind, and with that the other requisites for consti- Coronerships are not presiuiied to be givei as a
tuting a gentleman. *We had liopeC that the more means of eking out an existence, much le.ss as a
nedicine becaie cultivated as a science, the less it tyrannous powe.r.
would be practised as a mere road to a living, coi- The case referred to by the correspondent from
petence, or ephemeral reputation; that with the St. Jacobs, and another by an inquirer,-so fuill of
exit of the mountebank at the fair, quackery, pure the milk of liunan kindniess that lie refrains fron
and simple, hiad passed away. It would appear, giving the naine of the offender,-may periaps be
however, tiat we had indulged in an optimist mood, viewed as a belief on the part of these soi diaifnt
and that nowr, as of yore, we have too mucli reason medicos- that singularity fIs the general rus of
for admitting mankind with wonder, and from wonîder to admira-

" Populus vult decepi, et decipictur." tion the transition is easy: or a belief that by any

Perfectibility would sinply be an utopian dream, mneans "Il faut vivre." To such individuals the

as it would be founded on a radical ignorance of reply reported to bave beeuî niade on one occasion

human nature. But we have surely a riglit to to an individual thus speaking, guilty of a breech of

expeet that the general increase of intelligence and moral ionesty, by Talleyrand, "Je n vois pas la

souni mnedical education would to some extent nècessitè," would be peculiarly apposite.

afford protection from the degreo of enpiricismn It might be deemed presumlptuous to offer advice
prevailing in the last century. to gentlemen wbo, for seven years, have never lost

The conimmunication froin Tara, of last month, a case of cancer, croup, quin'sy, erysepelis, bronchitis,
requires more tlan a passing comment. If the facts cholera, &c., &c.; but at the risk of bing liheld
are substantially as narrated, the coroner's conduct officious, we will copy for their beneit part of a


