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whtboth hield to be useless and impossible, namely, the study of
patlioiogical physioogy. In the minds of the reign ing circles,
1{,rtm,,nn's Theoria Morbi rendered ail that was necessary to, the
cliniician and practitioner f or the interpretation of symiptoms and
of the heaiing process. More than this wis evii; unfruitful learn-
ingili ey called it. And when I publishied an article in mny second
volume upoL the reform, of pathological and therapeutie vicws
through microscopie investigation, when, 1 desired that the whoie
of miedicine should inove at ieast three hundred times dloser to
ilatural processes, then I appeared to these gentlemen as an out
and out unpractical and possibiy even dangerous doctrinaire and
adventurer."

Itvas natural that the earliest researche-s of VTirchowv shouid
have been directed tow'ards. the study of the ceils of the body, inc
kess than ten years carlier Schwann and Sehîciden had announced
the diseo-'ery, the one of thie animai, the other of the vegetable ci
It 'vas ilatural, aiso, that a. mid so critical should at. once attemrpt
to test the pathiology of the humoralists from this standpoint. X\re
iiid, therefore, that his eariy contributions to science are largeiy
upont the microscopic characters of blood, both normal and pathio-
Io ieai. From. these investigations resuited lis papers on pig-
mlentation, in which he demonstrates so clearly the two forms of
blood pigment which arc produccd bv hemorrhage into the tissues,
a ehapter upon minute pathologicai change so complote as prac-ti--
cilly to close the subjcct. At this time also appeared the resuits
of biis work on that peculiar disease of the blood, leucemnia, a naine

whii l hisel sggested. Thecrin gross appearauce of the
b1o1<d in advanced cases of this disease led to a confusion with
puirulIent conditions, and superficial examinations undcr the micro-
~ec) secmed to c.onfirm. this view; to, Virchow wc owe tIc recog-
nitiuon of it as a disease .sui genieis associated wvith enlargemient of
thei( spleen =nd other symptoms, and. entirely distinct from pyenua
wvith whidh it hadl been confused.

Fromn these studies he was naturally led to a study of inflamii-
miation of the vessels,. thc resuits of sudh in:flainma-tory changes,
the formafion of thrombi or dlots, and thc conditions which gov-
ernedPi tIcclotti-ng of blood in tIc, living body. Inideed, the clotting
of tic, biood in the living body had, by a series of false, hypotheses,
ben broughî by Cruveillieir to explain thc wholc question of in-
flaijîmation. This Frendch pathologist had noteil that the flrst
evidence of the inflammation of the veins consisted in a clotting
c)f the biood; a.nd as in inflammations of thc organs, thc presence
of elots could ni be demonstrated ir thc larger vessels, he intro-
dluced thc hypothetical condition of capillarýy phiebitis, that is to
say, an in-fiammation and elottiuig of thc blood hn the capillariee.
It wvas to be expecte>d that such a hypothesis, unsupported by facts,
wcbiid attract VLchiowý's attention, and in lis study of thromnboses
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