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sistant Surg"1eon to the Toronto General Hos0.tai.

My excuse for taking Up sucli a comnmon inalady is simply thiat
it is so common and even yet so imperfectly understood. There 15,
perhaps, no disease which a, surgeon is so frequently called upon
to see, and in wiceli lie inust act w'itli more promptness, than
apl)endicitis. It is therefore desirabk' that not only the surgeon,
buit, the igeneral practitioiier should have clear-cut, view's as to its
treatnment. 1 tholught this a most favorable opportunity for get-
tiii- tie views #irst band, of Britishi and Amnerican, as -ve1l as ouir
Caîîadian surgeons, and 1 hope that we shal, hiave a free.expression
of opinion on the variolis points raised.

I think we are ail of one opinion in regard to the important
poLit of its treatinent, nainely, that the. appvndix should be
rernoved. There will probabiy be a difference of opinion as to the
best tiîne to accornplishi this. '1,y own opinion) is tliat in ail cases
of acute appendicitis the operation shou]ld be inidertaken'at the
earilirst possible mioment. If this is the correct pla-n of treatirnent
it is of the highest importance that the physiciau should xnake a
veilv rarly diagnosis, for the responsibility of quick action rests
iUpon imi. Unfortimately, ail of ius liaye'ha,ýd the sad expeiee
of b<ding called too late, when twentyrfoiuroi' tlhirty-.gix hours earlier
wioiil have saved a valuU~le life. Tt is Ihighly important also that
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