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Another e\a.mp]e is a patlent a boy .'wed 18,- v'ho for two years suf—“
fered from, pain in the:calf of the 16ft leg a.nd heel. " In addition he
had a stiff back, and though of an. athletic famlly ‘was unable to play
any games - There was a definite neuritis ‘of the 4th’ lumbar nerve; on
examining the ‘back there . was lateral* (ewatlon, muscular rigidity, but
1o special’ tenderness The X-ray showed a deﬁmte lnvolvement of the:
lateral portion ‘of the 4th and 5th lumbar vertebrm, p*obablv the artl-
cular facets. - .’ '

These cases serve to illustrate the great 1mp01tance of exammmg the
back in all cases, especially where anytlnng in-the hlstor) may suggest -
scroe lesion at that site as being a cause. However, where neuritis is
fresent the tuberculin test must be given with the dreatest care, as in
many cases the reaction of hyperemia and swelhnv in a localized lesion,
frequently restricted by a dense capsule or aponeurosm, may be very dan— )
gerous to the nerve pressed upon. =, IR

The usual pain in Pott’s disease is ]ocated as we ha\'e sald above, andfjf
if the destruction is very great with pressure on the cord, the 'signs of -
pressure paraplegia naturally result; of these there is no need to treatﬂ
here as the. deform1ty usually at once gives the clue. g b

Before 0'omg any-further, the character of the pain and’ deformxt) m"
csteoarthntls, or rheumatoid’ arthritis, must be noted. This usua]l)
occurs ‘as a stiff back, occassionally. with pain referred out along several
zerve trunks. 'The tenderness is usually located over the spinal fora-
mina, and is due to osteaphytes pressmg on the nerve roots, as well as.:
the pain af the site of the disease. “Frequently the X-ray and examina-
tion for other signs of “ 1heumat1c disease will aid in the dmvnosm "
In most of these cases mspectlon ‘of the back shows the rather ¢ ¢ poker -
beck ™ type, but we do not meet nearly so many of these characteristic’
cases in Canada as across the border. The knuckle. or small hump ‘
deformity, such as one meets with in Pott’s disease, rarely occurs in
ostearthritis, and we do not, as a rule, get localized tenderness over any
particular spinous process. Rigzidity and tveneral pain in the back are’,
guite usual signs. T

Of the static conditions, and by static, I mean thoee coud1tlons whlch.'.-‘
ate due 'to malposition or to a change of relation in anatomlcal parts’
and not disease, there is one which has enlightened a great many c'v:es"..
of so-called lumbago, and that is subluxation or strain: of the 8acro-
jhac joint.2 Pain in conditions of this kind is usually complmned of .-
25 a lumbago, and the number of cases which present the typical spas- -
modic attacks as in ‘true lumbago and yet which can be completely-
relieved by attention to the lesion in the sacro-iliac joint, is very sur- '



