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artificial mombrana tympani, made of very thin vuleanied ndierubber or
eutta-percha, which ix su applicd 2x again ¢ vender the tympenum 2 clused
cavity —Med. Lemes and Caccttes Feb, 26, 1853, p, 229
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oX & SIMPLE METHOD OF ASCERTAINING, WITHOUT THE US4 0 THL CATHETER.
WHETHER THE EUSTACHIAN TUBES AR PERVICOL S,

By Jo<eph Toynlee, Evp FRS

[The comnon mode of exploving the Fustachian tube by the catheter
produces pain and discomfort, and requires great experience i itsuse.  The
plan also of attempting to distend the tympanuw by a forable expiration.
while the month and noanmls are hepi clesed, is by uo means always
successful .

In a paper vecently 1ead befare the Rayal Society, the author endeavoured
tr chow that the guttwrd onfice of cach Lusiachian tube is generally
cozed, ansd that the air In the tympanutn = wot contins us with that in the
avity ot the fauces, except during the mwnentary act of deglutition.  In
froof of this, the fallowing expermment was ested :—1f the month be shut.
ud the nostrils be held elosed Ly the finger and thumb, sud then the act «of
wallowing e perfermed, a sensation of fulness wr pressure is experienced i
tach car; and thixsencation does nat disappearup-n the remavad of the pressure
frem the nove, but it vanivhes at ence when the act of swallowing is agamn
performed, while the mouth and nostrils are open.  Daring the first act of
wallowing, a small quantity of sir was forced into the tympanic ceavities
trough the Eustachiau tubes, and 1t therem remained untid the second net
Sswallowine again opened the tuhes and permitted the air to escape.  The
zuseles whereby the Bustachinn tubes sye apened are the tensor and levaor
plati, whick, it 12 well known, tal.es origin from the cartilagineus walls of the
whes.  Ye, during the act of swallowing with (losed mouth and aestrils,
forced through the Eustachian tubes inta the tympanic cawities, it 13
aident that the permeability of these tubes can be ascertained by making
tepatient swallow some saliva whnte the mouth and nose are shut.  Ner
=2ed the surgeon depend upon the -taternt of the patient respecting the
saetion of disteution felt in the ears: for by listening with tho cteserpr,
ol the Bustachian tabes be pervious, the mr will he distinctly heard to
tler the {yimspanic cavities, amd produce « gentle erackling sonnd.  The
athor next proceeds to consider the treatisent of cases of obstructien of the
Eﬂ_hchian tubes, especially m reference to the use of the catheter. It
Anier been nscertained that these tubes ave obstrueted, 1s it desitable to
Sempt to open them by means of the catheter?  Believing that ebstruction
3 the Bu-tacinan fubes genera’ly depends npon a thickened state of the
2uous membrane covering the guttural vnfice, and that thix state is always
sexiated wrth o thickened condition of the faucial macous wembrane o
S trmapanum, the authar suggedts, especially to the ¢ inespertenced i the
84l the ctheter, not to attennst to pass tins ineaqument—first, beeause,
Atmeh cares, the mucons meintrane of the Eustachian tube is often <o tume-
® that mo  ondinary degee of pressure will foree the air into the
??‘I%.ﬂm; and, <econrily, beenuse, <hwuhl the surgeon sueceed m transmit-
=33 few ar-bubhles, the velief oht:ned 18 enly partial, and endures for a
Sfibﬁcf period, since the mueous membrane remawms as thick as before.
jdlh‘e il effect of the abetruction suvnrecur, from the arn the ympanam
2aning of o different denaty i 1 that withont  The mersbrana tympans
gﬂ.m more or less fixed  The treatment cccommended 1s such as shall
s b~0‘ l_'oduca- the thickened nmcons membrme of the muttaral ovifier of the
e ehian fubes t g heaithy ctate, so that these muscles may be able to
0 them  For tlus purpose, hesides the wse «f genea? remedies, the
b Bitrate of alver, or a <trong sotution «f hydrocholore acmd, may he anplied
Semucans membrane of the fauces wnd to the apertures of the tubes,

Btatle counter-irritation 1s to Le kept up over the region of the fauces.
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