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Fiftoonth Conforonce of tho Toachors’ Association in
oconnoction with the Laval Normal School.

This conlerenco tovk placo on tho 251h January lnst, in

tho hall of the Normal school.  Auntong those present were
tov, Prinecipal Langevin, M, Luaeasse, Prosident; and

Tuspectors Junean unﬁ Bardy.

The minutes of the precedivg conference wero rend and
approved,

*ho Seeretary read a paper on the origin and formation
of the French language.

The Rev. Principal lectured on the wtélity of ohject Lessons
tn the schools ; and at tho request of the meeting, summed
up his observations on this question us follows :—

1. Object lessons are very useful in the schools, provided
they are given in 0 manner suitable to the age, eapacity
and condition of children.

2. "Fhese lessous, if too long or too {requent, would he
attended with serious inconvenience: 1st by diverting
childron from more important studies, which require cou-
stant application ; 2ndly. by giving them very imperfect
notions on a great many subjeets, and this promaturely.

3. Object lessous should rather be restricted to things of

every day occurrence, and made us practic.. as possible.

4. 'The master should first explain the lessons, then ques-
tion the children, sometimes individually, and sometimes
in classes or simuitancously.

On motion of M. Norbert ‘Thibault, seconded by M. Jos.
Létournean, it was

Resolved,—'That the members of the L'eachers’ Associn-
tiou in conuncection with the Laval Normal School shall meet
together to commemorate the fifth anniversary of their first
Conference.

On motion of M. O. Legendre, secconded by Mr. N.
Thibault, a committee of five members was appointed to
carry out the foregoing resolution.

The meeting then adjourned.

MONTHLY SUMMARY.

RDUCATIONAL INTKLLIGRNCK,

— We copy {rom the U. C. Jowrnul of Education the following extract
from tho report of the Comumittee of the Torouto deaf and dumb insti-
tution :

* The number of pupils resident ia the school was at present twenty-
one, au increase of nive over the number at the last annual meeting.
The number of day pupils remained the sawe, namely, six. 'The number
of applicants had increased in Feb., 1861, to 86 at the present time,
Nothing but the want ot adequate funds stood in the way of these causes
being provided for, and but very slight encouragement would, there
could be no doubt, very largely increase the number of applicants.
Withiu the past foew months the Superintendent (Dr. Morris) had suc-
cecded in commencing the instruction of the blind, and had now three
gitls aud one boy under tuition. The progress they had mado was a
satisfactory proof of the capability of the teacherengaged in the intruc-
tion, The committee bad sent Dr. Morris to Quebec to urge the govern-
ment for additivnal aid, and the mission bad so fur been satisfactory as
to sccure the doubling of the ananual grant, and would have oltained
the use of the Pailinment buildings had \‘xey not been subszequently
requiced for wilitary purposes. It was much to be regretted that this
disappointment had occurred, for every day siowed more forcibly the
desirableness of buildivgs larger and better suited to the purpose than
those now oceupiced by the school. The comuittee slluded to the fact
that eight or nine years ago the Legislature voted $30,000 for the ex-
press purnvse of erecting an Asylum for the deaf and dumb and the
blind in Upper Canada. This showed that Parliament was not only
willing but desirous that something cffectual should be done for these
unfortunate classes. During the past year the superintendent, accom-
panied by the head-master and some of the pupils, visited and held
meetings in several towns and villages. Much interest bad been ex-
cited by the cfforts of the Society, and a considerable sum of money
had been paid over to the Treasurer. At Whitby the sum of $3% 35
had been reslised ; at Oshawa $21 40; at Berwick 87 73; at Brampton
$36 94; at Rockwood $13 67; at Guelph $90 71 ; at Georgetewn $32 41 ;

at Norval $21 03 ; at Lindsny $13 86 ; at Potorhoro $34 47; at Stewart-
town $23 78 ; at Bowmanville §16 83; at Port Hope $24 18; at Qobourg
$11 60.—Total, $388 06. In addition to these sums various amouuts
had been siuce colleeted and seat in fromn other places proviously
visited by the deputation, in all $324 82, Another very considerable
sum had also been pald [n, coilected by the pupils of various Grammar,
Union, or Common Schools,  'Tlhug, the pupils of the Unlon school, Unrt
Hope, seut $40; Normul schino. $12 16 ; Berwick common school $20
18, young lndies of Buwmnn «ille Geammar School, $13 60, Richmond.
Wil Grammar School, €8 ; Hamilton Ceutral School, $97; Rockwood
Nehool, §26 40; Grimshy Grammar School, $10.—Total, 311 99. The
following County Councils continuoed to evinee their good-will lownrds
tho school by stifl voting money for the support of poor childron within
thcir respactivo bounds .= York and Peel, Sitneoe, Norfolk, Wellington,
Poterboro’ and Victorin, ‘I'he committeo linv!sg Incurred lnbilities
beyoud their power to eet at present, trusted the clergy of atl denonain.
ations would bring the watter before their congregations; and, in con.
clusion, desired Lo express their heurtfelt gratitado v the Giver of all
Guod, not unly for the genoral success and pruspcriti of the schuol, but
cspecinll,\- for its exemption from the visitation of sickness, when almost
every house in the vicinity suflered goverely, pasticularly from tho recent
maliguant und wide-spread epidemic ot searlot fever,  From tho Super-
intendent's report it appeared that thero was n great want of accom-
wodation in tho present bullding, The impussibility of sepnrating the
irls and buy s was a serious evil, and caused much trouble and anxiety.
Notwithatauding the want of deainago in tho yards, no_serious illness
to the tnstitution hnd been experionced, Tho conduct of the pupils had
been very good,  The progress of  ho Deaf nud Dumb was satisfuctory,
and would hive heon mucﬁ greater wero there a resident male tonchier,
The edueation of the Blind, four of whom were now under the tultion of
Miss Cody, was satisfuctory, Thero was a scarcity of apparatus, how-
ever, but still their progress was solid.  The Blind were learning musie,
but not yet geogeaphy. Svon @ map of the Holy Laund would be pre-
pared for them,

— Speaking of the lectures at tho Clarendon Academy the Ponliae
Dioneer says io—

“Tho Iate lectures of this course were delivered by tho Rov, Messrs,
Gribble, Morton, Creighton and Wardrope,—Mussrs, Gribble aud Morton
taking for their subjects the samoe as recently delivered in this village,
a synopsis of which we published, We have only to add that the peoplo
of Clarendon fully endorse our opinion on the matter. Tho Rev. D.
Wardrope took:for his subject ® Ventilation,” which was most ably
lmmdled.  The unatomy of the chest, the composition of the atmosphere
and its action on (he biood, were fully described.  The learued genile-
man was very happy in his style, and communicated much valuable in-
forination,

The Rov. Mr, Oreighton's subjcet was * The Literary Character of the
Bible.” After the exordium, he described tho clinracter of the Authors of
the Sncred Volume—their style, and Instly the state of proficiency in the
sciences that had been attained by the various nations mentioned in the
Bible. The lecture was nn intercsting one, its only fuult being itsbrevaty.
We henr the attendauce on each occasion was Jarge.”

— 'T'he annunl report of the Superintendent of Public Schovls in New
Jersey shows that the number of theso in operation last year vas 1669,
which were attended by 137,578 pupils, <. 62.214 on an averago. In for-
ty-two citios and townships the schools are free. Tlie amount of money
raised and expended in 1861, was $549,123, an increaso of $17,383, as
compared with 1860 Of tlus sum $80,000 was appropriated by this State
for the support of public schools, $10,000 for the Normal School, and
$1200 for the Farnum Preparatory Institute, The remainder was mostly
raised l:y local taxation, £40,410 having been derived from ¢ other
sources.”

— The Department of Education for Eastern Canada will bo among
the contributors to the great Exhibition in London, the articles sent for
exhibition being copies of the Journal of Joducation and Journal de I Ins-
truction Pubdlique, specimens of school books printed in Canada and ap-
proved by thie Council of Public Instruction, and samples of the seats
and desks used in the Normal Schools nnd many other cducational ins-
titntions in the country.

—= The pupils of the Laval Normal School, recently gave a literary,
scientific and musical reunion, which met with great success. Recitations
and addresses abounding with patriotic sentiments were listened to with
e ‘dent delight; Mr. Aheru initiated his fellow students into the myste-
ries of the telegraphic art, and a few amateurs who had kiundly lent
their valuable services on the oceasion did much to captivate the nu-
merous assembly with sweet musical performances, the entertainment
3eilng altogethier in accordance with the great precept of Horace: Ulile

ulct.

SCIENTIFIC INTELLIGENCK.

— Mr. Green, the famous diver, relates singular stories of his adven-
tures, when searching in tho deep waters of the ocean, Ile gives some
sketches of what he saw on the Silver Banky, near Hayti:

! The banks of coral ou which my divings were made, are about forty
miles in length, and from ten to tweaty in breadth.



