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1 CANADIAN EISTORY.
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A Hundred Years Ago.

Thete is a period in the life of man, during which his mund 1s
reg)!ete with the thoughts of the past. It comes when age has
whitened his locks and infirmities have bent his frame. Separated
by a short space of time from the grave, waiting at every

days are few, he indulges in no hopes for the future ; he lives with
E, the past. How fondly does he not dswell, on the scenes of his

~yon&u and early boyhood, how ofien does he not recount the events
of his infant years; ceastng to act he becomes the historian of fus
e actions, and wishes to transmit to his remotest postenity the history
k of 2 peacefully paszed or eventful career as the case may be, but

i discourse. Is there, in this point a resemblance between the
- palion and the individual 2 does the former hke the latter dwell on
its days of childhood when the hand of decay has withered its
! foatures, and declining vigor raenaces it with dissoution ? Is it that
-the historian enters the scene lo narrate the past glories of his
- country, dwell with ecstasy on its greatness, speak with admiration
of.its institutions and then close the book of history to all future
heroic deeds? Like the aged do we dwell with fondness un the
s reminiscences of the past as on the beauties of 2 setling sun
;. which is never more to shed its beams? Or rather, are we
{mot contemplating our history for the purpose of exciting our-
“selves to a grealer love for a country which can count many
;deparied heroes, show her battlefields, speak of the storms she has
- ¥ithstood, the tempests which Lave passed unheeded by, never

‘swervering her from her course j of which the lustorian can narrate §

.inglowing terms her happy issue from a thousand difficulties,
~through a sea of troublous waters, to her present smiling haven
"ol peace ? When we turn over her annals is1t not to see whether in
thess our forefathers® testament, theis be not sorae 1nstructions to
follow, some sage councils to fulfill ; and when in a spirit of filial
\}Jiety wo read with aviditly]' thetr generous sacrifices for the country
or which they have shed their blood, are we not incited to

watch and keep strict vigil over this, our adopted fatherland, an

conference of the Association of ‘I'eachers in conniexion 8 i
Jevoted founder, Bishop Laval; if the press, with many vorces,

e moment to receive him, and warned by his failing strength, that his §

f desiring, with a noble emulation, to rank

: always 10 him full of interest and forming an endless theme of §

gof ill omen 3
[hope seems to promise to Canada.

inheiitance purchased at the cost * many lives, preserved by the
devotedness of the brave and the patnotic, and to be transmitted
wntacttoour heurs ? Yes, with such and no other object 1 view have
the Canadians, this yeas, celebrated the memoary of their illus-
trious dead. If, a few months back, 2 thousand voices sung the
hymn of thunksgiving forthe happy development of Lower Canada’s
great ceducational institution and spoke 1n words ot praise of the

recorded that Canada celebrated the second centenary of the
landing, on its shores, of the first Bishop of New France; if a few
days ago, on the 13th and 14th September, the great events of 1759
-were dwelt upon, and a thought given to the generals who had
‘played so important a part in Canada’s destinies ; if, with searching
eyes, we have perused with interest and fixed attention the silent
testimonials of the past, it was with the feelings of the son of a
soldier, desirous of knowing all the brave deeds of his father. It
was with no melancholy foreboding that Canada, in her onward and
rapidly progressing career, cast a look back on her lustory, and
dwelt with complacency on the memones of her sons, whose
remains {ie beneath the sod of the plains of Abraham. [t was wath

fno fear of evil that these centenary feasts were celebrated, but with

a lively faith and firm confidence in the future. When we recall to

our minds that this country in the first stages of her existence could

endure so much and perform so mueh, of what do we not now th.nk

her capable, greatly increased as she is in growth and prosperty and

side by side, “'131 the

great nations of the earth taking a part in their actions and placing
er + ame with theirs on the page of universal history.

Let uo sugerstitious fancy, let not the chance flicht of some bird

isturb us m the enjoyment of the brigﬁt visions which
A hundred years ago, Canada
was a wilderness, peopled by savage tribes, and the theatre of a
sanguinary warfare ; 2 hundred years have gone by, and it has
become a rich and powerful colomal dependency of Great-Britain,
Under the French rule it was seldom prosperous; surrounded
on all sides with enemies, abandoned by the mother country;
often visited by scarcity, and its frontiers the scene of a ruthless
border warfare. During that trying and heroical period the devotedness
of the inhabitants to theirr King and to thewr country calls forth
our involuntary admiration.

Whoever attentively considers that early period of our history
cannot fail to express sz surprise at the determined and unflinching
bravery of the French colonists, who often carried desolation 1nto
the English colonies and for a long time rvesisted armies more
numerous than tho total population of New France. It required an
English fleet, two Enghsh armies, to subdue a handful of men far
distant from their fatherland and straitened even in ther mu-
nitions of war. The history of New France, from the date of its
settlement to that of its cession to Great-Britan, is a history of o
series of struggles, of privations and of poverty.

Under the British rule, Canada presents a more agreeable picture.



