TH E

JOURNAL OF

EDUCATION.

Devoted to Education, Literature, Science, and the Arts.

Volume XIII.

Quebec, Province of Quebec, January, 1869,

No. 1,

TABLE OF CONTENTS.
EDUCA_TION.

PAGE
Can Science be taught in our Day Schoole?..vvuevveevirierenineneerensnnnns 1
A First Class Teacher—What He i8 WOrth.ee.eereersseernssaensen vonmnoen 3
asted EDergies.. .. ..cuvuiiiieinersiieiiiiuriesiots sierarenneiirinennnans 1
LITERATURE.

Britieh Canadian Poets,—Lecture by the Revd. Zn. McD. Dawson, Ottawa,
(continued from our 1ast).. «veevvererecroaiee au cennen Sacessrsvsreseaie 4
Latin Version of & POPUIAT SODB..vcerterereeneenseernsaararoesnsanmnssorens 8

SCIENCE.

The Primeval Flora,—Lecture by Principal Dawson, McGill University,

Montreal, before the American Institute, New Yorke:...coeerveesaseeecs o
ART.

The Albert Memorial ChAPel.. .. . vutuerereenerenreeerorrneneeinenee eenns 1

OFFICIAL NOTICES.

Appointments : Schocl Commissioners. Diplomas Granted by Boards of
Examiners

EDITORIAL.

Payment of Teachers’ Salaries b)% School Commidsioners and Trustees
Examination of Candidates for mployment in the Civil Service of the Pro-
vince of Quebec

NOTICES OF BOOKS.

Bixth Report of the Board of Education, Victoria, N. 8. W ... vevevevnenn...
e Kentucky Journal of Education ves

nnual Report of the Superintendent of Education for Nova Seotia. .

BISUTe HOUrS. oo coeiniieeverqorencessansarneses oy

icgiola. ..ol e .
Ellsworth’s Book-Keeping.............
T8RIBR.. .. o\l evnerranasnnene et

MONTHLY SUMMARY.

Educational, Literary, Scientific, Arts, Miscellaneous, and Meteorological
DLl EONCE. o vttt i e e it et iei e e aaaee 4, 15
A QVOILISOMIOIIES. - -« e - xv e rrsernnsrnnrnsnsnsnnensnsnssnenrssesrrrnins ornenrns

EDUCATION.

Can Science be Taught in our Day Schools ?

The following notes, by A. J., in the Museum and English
Journal of Education, detailing what may and may not be judi-
ciously attempted, based upon what has and has not been done,
Might contribute a service to teachers beyond that of the private
Perusal for which they were written,

. I have been asked to give an opinion, fonnded upon my expe-
Tience in teachiog, as to the length of time necessary to prepare
& olass for the' Government annual examination in science, to
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ensure a pass, yet without detriment to the general school
studies. My practice has ranged over many years, during which
time I have taught the various branches of physical science and
natural philosophy, as well as the elements of mental and moral
science, and the diverse subjects of mathematics and practical,
plane, and solid geometry. I have faught these subjects to
classes of youths and adults, and of both sexes, in day schools
and in the evening. By common consent, the classes connected
with South Kensington, havo arranged their terms from Michael-
mas to May, which, deducting a month for Christmas and
Easter, gives a period of six months, say 180 days ; omitting
again Wednesdays and Saturdays as broken days, and Sunday
being dies nun, 104 days remain for the arrangement of science
lessons. ~ As a daily lesson in science cannot advantageously
extend beyond an hour, this is equivalent to 104 hours, a time
in which an_efficient teacher, supported by the general good
discipline of the school, and supplemented, perhaps, by a few
extra hours just preceding the examination, could guarantee to
convey so much of elementary science as to ensure his class
passing with credit, in two allied branches. Thus Animal
Physiology and Zoology might be taken together,or Animal and
Vegetable Physiology, or Structural, Economic, and Systematio
1 Botany, or two divisions of Natural Philosophy. Similarly
Geology links itself with miveralogy, and Physical Geography
with Astronomy, or with almost anything; and the alliances
could be still further carried out.

To.do justice to his functions, therefore, the science teacher
demands four hours a week, for half the year, from the thirty
hours that his pupils usually attend school. The schoolmaster
proper, at the same time, has so many subjects pressing upon his
attention, with all the weight of prescription, that, apart from
soience, his great difficulty is already to apportion his weekly
thirty hours to the best advantage. Science also puts forward no
secondary pretensions to_consideration ; nor can it be wedged
in to fill up a gap. It claims a primary place in the school
routine, and its claims are every day more and more recognized
ag valid. The ekilful administration of our sckool: will be tested
and measured ere long, by the way in which science is intro-
duced into their curriculum. That it can be efficiently taught,
and that with positive advantage rather than damage to every
other subject, is proved by the practice of the most advanced




