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106 “TO EVERY CREATURE.” [Feb.

ar.owroot from the Christian church at Anecityum nearly supported
their resident minister—the Rev. J. 1. Lawrie.  This church was the

first of the Papuan race embraced within the visible kingdom of God,

and it became the pioneer of others among the thirty islands of the
New llcbrides.

«TO EVERY CREATURE.”
BY REV. J. HUDSON TAYLOR, OF TIE CHINA INLAND MISSION.

We are nearing the close of another year, and of an important
decadein the history of Missions. In our own Mission the last ten years
have been specially important; at their commencenent the pioneering
journeys of Mr. (now Dr.) Cameron and others of our brethren were
not yet completed ; woman’s work in inland China was barcly com-
menced, and not at all in the western provinces; during this period
the number of our stations and out-stations has been about doubled,
and the number of missionary workers more than trebled, for in the
year 1880 we had but 91 missionaries, including wives, while now it
considerably exceeds 300. This decade has witnessed the out-going
of the §0 missionaries whom God gave us in response to our prayers
for the 70, and in the following year of 40 others, among whom were
the well-known Cambridge band ; many prophesied the early return
of the members of this band, but we are thankful to know that they
are all engaged in diligent service in inland China, and that cach one
has been blessed and made a blessing.

Then we have to praise God for the 100 missionaries given us in
1887, and for the more than fifty who followed them last year, includ-
ing the first American party.  We rejoice in first fruits gathered in
many of the more recent stations, and that over 1,000 were added to
our native churches by baptisimn during the years 1887 and 1888, with
continued additions during the current year.  While some converts
have undoubtedly bLeen received prematurely, causing subsequent
trial and disappoiniment (a result whicl: the experience of the oldest
missionary cannot always avert), a large proportion are showing by
the fruit of the Spirit that they have really been born of God. For
the &0 little missionary churches now conneeted with the C. 1. ] we
give o God unfeigned thanks, as alse for all those gathered in other
diswricts by IIis honored servants, the missionaries of the various
LEuropean and American socicties

When we turn, however, from the tntal number of Protestant com-
municants—under 4n,tm—to think of the popmiation of China, the
contrast is appalling; deuble, treble this number 1o include adherents,
and suppose ¢ach adherent to be a centre of light to ten of his coun-
trymen, and you reach bt Lo of China’s vast population. The
Alaster’s words are “t0 every ereature;” how far we are from fulfill-
Ing them?! In 1877 e Cauferenee of Missionaries assembled in




