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A word by way of apology. It bas eaused us no little pain and mortifica-
tion that, in spite of our best endeavors, a few typographical errors have
marred the pages of the REVIEW hitherto. This has been owing to the fact
that the printing-office which does ovr work has undergone, as all business
establishments ave liable to, frequent and radical changes Jduring the year,
resulting in movreor less chaosand haste, over which we had no control. We
are determined, however, that this state of things shall no longer exist.

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS AS. THE ENTERPRISE OF THE
CHURCH.
[EDITORIAL.—A. T. P.]

To proclaim the gospel in all the world and to every creature is, in
the most emphatic sense, the one divine vocation of diseiples. It is the
King’s business ; not only as committed to us by the King Himself, and
bearing the signature and seal of royal authority, but as the business
which the King, first of all, Himself undertook. Irallmissions, the pic-
neer and exemplar, the inspiring leaderand peerless worker, was and is
ourimperial Divine Captain. He compressed into one sentence Iis whole
subjective biography : ¢“ The Son of man is come to seck and to save
that which is lost.” Luke likewise compressed into one sentence His
whole objective history : ¢ e went about doing good.” All intelli-
gent zeal in missions kindles its enthusiasm from the live coal brought
from that eclestial altar whercon the Lamb of God was offered in self-
consuming devotion. The highest heroism is but a borrowed beauty ;
it only reflects luster from that face that shonme with the supreme
supernal glory of perfect unselfishness. The vindication and the
inspiration of all missionary work are alike found in this: that He, the
King of kings, emptied Himself of Hir divine attributes and divested
Himself of His divine glory and consented to the limitutions of a humau
nature and an earthly life, that He might take the fo s of o sexvant and
hecome obedient to death, even the death of the ere-s.

However loosely we may use that phrase, ¢ cross-bering,” it hasone,
and only on», seriptural application : ¢ Whosoever wi'l come after me,

:: let him deny hinself and take up his cross and follcw me.” Christ
. took up t! e cross. That, to Him, meant self-sacrifice for others’ salva-
* ticny and it means that, and only that, to every follower or disciple.
- Life’s petty annoyances and vexations, the daily trials of patience and

testsof temper. may be spoken of as ¢“ our crosses,” and everything that
“crosses ” usmay be construed as a cross.  But the Word of God author-

izesno such breadth of application or interpretation ; it knows no plural-

ity of crosses; the plural form of that word is never once found in
Seripture.  Moreover, it is not owr cross, but His eross; or ours only
as it is first His. To ““bear the cross ™ after Him is to give up our-
selves to a life, or if nced he a death, as He cid, for the sake of saving
souls. Moses auticipated such oblivious sclf-offering when he plead :
“And now, if thou wilt, forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, Ipray



