
of North Queensland, Sir Johin Douglas, a noble friend of missions.
About one hundred and fifty miles soutii fromi Thursday Island, along the
western coast of tis Cape York peninsula, is a gozod biarbor opening into
the Gulf of Carpentaria, called Port Misrvinto whichi the rivers Batavia
and Ducie cinpty. The lhoadland enelosing this harbor i.s inaxnd Cullen's
Point, and liera ou the Batavia River is Fituated Mapoon, 12,0) south lati-
tuide and 142.) cast longitude from, Greenwich. The geography of Mapoon
bas been given in sucli detail because experience bias slîown that even those
fairly well posted in mission miatters find it diflicuit to, locate the stations
accuratoly. Tihis description aiso cloarly roveais that we bave te, doal liore
ivith a distinctly tropical à3tation, wvith ail its dreaded foyers and plagues of
inscts and reptiles, %vhicIî se gre-atly add te, the diffieulties of inissienaries
froni t.he temiperate zones.

«Whle the native Australians are rapidiy dying ont in the southeastern
colonies, in North Queensland they stili roami at will in the interior, as
tliere is only a fringe of w'hite s,,ettIements à' ong thec coast, and Cape York
peninsula is practically in its priîiieval state. Some five years agothr
ivere supposed te, bc about twveuty thousand " black fellows,"' as tliey are
callcd, in N'ortlh Queensand ; but the experience of the missionaries bas
led tbcmn te believe tiîat this estimate is cutirely tee highi.

The aborigines of Australia wvere Papuans, and they and thecir de-
sceudants; scein te be without e:iý.eption tlue mnost dcgradcd people on the
face of the cartb. The original white sottlers for a long tiine refuscd te
acknowledge thomn as- lînnian beings, and deliberately hunted. tlim and shot
tiin down like wiid animais. As is welI known, the first sixty yea::- of
tuie colQuization of Australia brouglit te its shores ouly the offscourings of
Engiand, and it is mot surprising that these -whites did notbing for the
wclfarc of the natives ; on the contrary, they treatcd thieni with iinspeak-
aide cruclty. Tiîey added, te, their lieatheien vices drunke ns and abomi-
itable and systenatic iimorality, se tliat the poor Papuans sauk ever loecr
and Iowcr into indesqcribable deptlis of dcgradation. In the carly part of
this century.attcmpts at missions wec muade aurong tliem, opposod, as
rîsual, by tlie mon who, saw thecir foui practices hindered thercby, ara by
'botter mon with the stock assertion thiat these people ivere tee sunken te
lie reaclied by the Gosp;el. And, in fueL;, ail nissionary aternpts by vani-
ous socintics up te the rui Mle of the presenit century provcd, complote ana
total failures. Finally, ut thre request of zaustralian white Christians, in
1-849 tivo Moravian rissionaries uudertook tbe task ; but thecir ]abe'rs were
frustrated by the wikdesof the g.old ininers, %vlio, iîî 18.52, caminute
the ]and in hode-a e inie fifty thousaud cenring ini iifteen days. Iu
1 85$ a second attenîpt %vas muade by the Moravians 'William Spieseeke aud

ugustus lgearudon August 12th, 1800, the first couvert w&s bap-
tizcd. Theýqe. mission stationis-Ebenezer aud Ramiahyuk-werc aud are
iii tire colony of Victoria, in tbce extremae southern portion cf tire isiand
continent, and since thon thre Moraviaus have ber working, thiere with
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