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of North Queensland, Sir John Douglas, a noble friend of missions.
About ono hundred and fifty miles south from Thursday Island, along the
western coast of this Cape York peninsula, is a gosd hurbor opening into
the Gulf of Carpentaria, called Port Musgrave, into which the rivers Batavia
and Ducie empty. The headland enclosing this harbor is named Cullen’s
Point, and here on the Batavia River is situated Mapoon, 12° south lati-
tude and 142° cast longitude from Greenwich. The geography of Mapoon
has been given in such detail because experience has shown that even those
fairly well posted in mission matiers find it difficult to locate the stations
accurately. This description also clearly reveals that we have to deal here
with a distinctly tropical station, with all its dreaded fevers and plagues of
insects and reptiles, which so greatly add to the difficulties of missionaries
from the temperate zones.

While the native Australians are rapidly dying out in the southeastern
colonies, in North Queensland they still rcam at will in the interior, as
there is only u fringe of white scttlements along the coast, and Cape York
peninsula is practically in its primeval state. Some five years ago there
were supposed to be about twenty thousand ‘¢ black fellows,’” as they are
called, in North Queensland ; but the experience of the missionarics has
led them to believe that this estimate is entirely too high.

The aborigines of Australia were Papuans, and they and their de-
scendants scem to be without eception the most degraded people on the
face of the carth. The original white settlers for a long time refused to
acknowledge them as human beings, and deliberately hunted themn and shot
them down like wild animals. As is well known, the first sixty yea.: of
the colomzation of Australia brought to its shores only the offscourings of
Eugland, and it is not surprising that these whites did nothing for the
welfare of the natives ; on the contrary, they treated them with unspesk-
able cruelty. They added to their heathen vices drunkenness and abomi-
nable and systematic immorality, so that the poor Papuavs sank ever lower
and Jower into indescribable depths of degradation. In the early part of
this century attempts at missions were made among them, opposed, as
usual, by the men who saw their foul practices hindered thereby, and by
Letter men with the stock assertion that these people were too sunken to
be reached by the Gospel. And, in fact, all missionary attempts by vari-
ous societics up to the niddle of the present century proved complete and
total failures. Finally, at the request of Australian white Christians, in
13849 two Moravian missionaries undertook the task ; but their labers were
frustrated by the wickedness of the yold miners, who, in 1§52, came into
the land in hordes—at one time fifty thousand coming in fiftcen days. In
1858 a second attempt was made by the Moravians William Spiesecke and
Augustus Hagenauer, and on August 12th, 1860, the first convert was bap-
tized. These mission stations—Ebenczer and Ramahyuk—uwere and are
in the colony of Victoria, in the extreme southern portion of the island
continent, aud since then the Moravians have been working there with




