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Haying.
BY 0. F. HERBIN

From the soft dyke-road, croohed and wagon-worn,
Comes the great load of rustling, scented hay,
Stow drawn, with heavy swing and creaky sway,
Throuzh the ¢00l freshness of the windtess wmorn.

The oven, yoked aud hanty, horn to horn,

Sharing the rest and toil of mght and day,
Bend head and nevk to the long, tutly way,
B8y many a season's lahor marked and torn.

On the bhroad sea of dyke thy gathering hieat
Waves upwand from the ieass, where #oad on road
Isswept boforoe the trampling of the teams
And while the oxen rest bheside the sweet
New hag, the loft receis oy the carly load,
With hussing atie, amony th tusty Learus.

Wolfeitle, N S —[independent,
———— G s
The Rich Nechaes Valley.

On the 20th of April last, S:auley Saith, a
well kuown land prospector, left for the Ne-
chaco Valley, a countrylying north-west of the
forks of tre Quesnclle, aud extending ubout 175
miles in length, with an average width of be
tween 40 and 60 wiles. He arrived at Stony
Creek on the 15th of May.  The usual way of
going into that country is by way of Asheroft,
taking the Cariboo road to Quesuclle, then
crossing over the Fraser, following the old tele-
graph trail, which runs through the Nechaco
valley at Chincat Lake, as far as the forks of
the Skeena. From Ashcroft the trip in occupics
ahout fiftecn days.

The valley of the Nechaco River from where
it joias the Fraser for its fall length, is one
grand arca of agricultural land, containing
about 5,500,000 acres. About one.quarter of
this may be referred to as broken country, but
all of it suitable for pasturage. Mr. Smith
speaks in the 13t hopeful terms of the future
of this district as a field for scttlement and
supplies the lack of agricultural lands,
about which so much has been writ-
ten in the past. The XNechaco Valley
may be described as a low, rolling coun-
try covered with a rich growth of grasses,
vetches, pea vine and other vegetotion. The
prevailiag tree growth is poplay, swhich is thin.
ly distributed ic clumps here and there, similar
to what are known in the Northwest as poplar
bluffs. Oa the uplands jrck ptae grews. The
general elevatioa of the country is between
2,200 fcet and 2,000 feet. The soil is a rich
black loam with principally a clay sub soil.

Spring opens about the first of April and af-
ter Me, Smith’s arrival no frost occurred. The
summars are warm with cool nights. Durmg
Juue and July of the present year, light show-
ors occured and no irrigation is required,
Wintera are cold, the temperature going as low
as 20 below zero, but the snow fall is light, anl
the atmosphere cool aad hracing. No high
wiunds occur.

As there have been no settlers as yet. no
fruit has been grown and therefore nothing is
known of the capabilitics of the country, but
as indicative of its possibilitics in this direction,
it may be stated that abuadance of wild frait
is found everywhere—red and black raspber-
ries, strawberries, red and black cherries, and
service berrice.  Wheat, oats aud batrley, po.
tatoes and vegetables generally, have been cul.
tivated successfully by Hudson’s Bay officials
at Fort Fraser.

South of the Nechaco there are any number

of beautiful lakes, in which aye abundance of !}

fish—salmon and speckled trout, graylings and
suckers. Water fowl, such as geese, ducks,
white swansy, loons, pelicans, etc., are numer.
ous. The small game oa land, however, large.
ly exceed them in numburs, and the fool len,
spruce and common partridge and praicie chick-
ou abound. Ribbits ulso are plentiful, as well
as coyotes, red and black tail deer, moose, bea-
ver, bear, martens, minks, foxes, muskrats and
otter. Neither otk nor caribno were seen, but
their horns are frequently found.

Mr. Smith regards this as the road into the
Skeena country, through which any railway to
Fort dSimpson must pass. Tho rivers and lakes
are nearly all navigable, The Iraser from
Soda creek to its head waters is navigable, and
the Nechaco river to ‘Fremblay lake and Fraser
luko on the west. LFrom Ashcroft to Quesaclle
is 210 miles. One or two settlers have already
located, and Mr. Smith made locations for
about fifty more, and expects to increase the
number to one hundred before fall.

————
Pleased with the Country.

Thz following is the report of the Michigan
delegates  who have Dbeen prospecting in
Munitoba and the Territories :—

‘“ \We, the undersigned farmers of the state
of Michigan, having heard of the suitability of
the Quill Lake and Touchwood districts for cat-
tlo-raising and mixed farming, decided to see
that country and accordingly arrived in Win-
nipeg on the 26th day of July last. Ve went
on the following day to the provincial fair and
saw the exhibits of horaes, cattln and graio,
which were as good us can be produced in any
country. We left next mornieg for Yorkton
and have speat the last few days driving be-
tween that point and Fishing Lake, and we
consider that we have seen as good a couatry
for mixed farming as can be found on this con-
tinent. Cattle are in splendid condition and
crops, where properly put in, look well. We
have selected homesteads for ourselves and for
others who are unable to leave Michigan at
present, owing to harvest being on, and we are
gatisfied that this is as good a country for a
poor man to start farming as there is in the
world, as it contains wcod, water, hay and first-
class soil in abundance

Signed on behalf of the delegation.

John McGillivery, Port Huron; Arthur
Wyatt, Huron City; \Wm., Freed, Verona
Mills; Moore Wilson, R:dmond; Irwiuv King,
Bad Ave; Geo. Wilson, Kindle; W, J. Embury,
Cheybaygau ; H. B. Tuttle, Cheboygan; Jas,
Kivkpatrick, Redmond ; Elijah Wvatt, Bad
Axe; Geo IKerr, Port Huron; Johu M. Brown,
Brown City; H. MecLzllan, Brown City, and
seven others,

‘The party of which the above delegates were
a portion, numbered about forty all told. They
came from the State of Michigan in the latter
pare of July under the guidance of Capt.
Ilolmes.  After their arrival at Winnipeg, the
party was divided, tweaty-two of them going
with Capt. Iolnes up the Manitoba & North-
western Railway to Quill Lake region and the
remainder to IMimonton, under the charge of
Mr. Auderson. Tz above is the report of the
Quill Lake party, Sixteen of these located
claims for thecmsclves and selected lands for
forty others. Threo of the party purchased
improved farins in the ncighborhood of York.
ton and intend purchasing more land from
the railway company. ‘These gentlomen
arc well-to.do aud experienced Stock-raisers.
It is their intention to put some pure.bred
Darham, Lsicester, and Galloway cattle on

their property and go extensively into stock.
raising and mixed farmiog,

Four others of the party, with a view of
taking in tho entire country, are now on their
way westward, with the intention of going as
far as Edmonton, taking in the experimental
farms on their way.

There is no doubt that the visit of this
Michigan dclogation will result in great good
to Western Canada as their report will be
given wide circalation among the peoples of their
state, and will probably be the means of start-
ing scores of good sottlers to rertile Westera
Canada.
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The National Conscrvatory of Music
of Ameriea

The apnual entrance exemination of the
National Conservatory of Music Nos. 126 and
128 East 17th Street, Noew York, will be held
as follows : DPianc and organ, September 12th
and 13th, 9 am. to12a.m,, and 2t0 5 p. m. ;
harp, ‘cello, and all other orchestral instru.
ments, September 15th, from 9 a.m. to 12 a.m. ;
violin, September 15¢h, from 2 to § p.m. ;
voice, September 19th, 20th and 21st, from 9
a.nn to 12a.m., 2 to 5 p.m. and September 271t
from 8 to 10 p.m. ; composition, October, 3rd
and 4th, from 9 a.m. to 12a.m., and2to 5 p.m.;
Chorus, November 2nd, from 8 to 10 p.m. ;
Orchestra, November 7th, from 4 to 6 p.m.

The object of the National Conservatory of
Music being the advancement of wmusic in the
United States through the development of
American talent, application for admission into
the classes of the Consotvatory are hereby in-
vited. It is expected that positive aptitude
shall be shown by the candidates for admission,
without regard to the applicant’s stage of pro-
gress, and that his or her desire to receive in-
struction imparted in the conservatory shall
be the outcome of a serious and well dufined
pu-pose. The successful candidates will enjoy
the tuition of the best teachers that can be en-
gaged, aud, after graduation, will be afforded
opportunities of making known their accompl.
ishments, thus sccuring engagements. The
conditions of admission as to fees, ete., (varying
according to the classification of the pupil), are
determined by the board of directors. Instruc-
ti~n in all branches will he given free to students
whose talent and circumstances warraut it.
The course embraces tuitjon in singing, operatic
and miscellancous, solfeggio and theory of
music, stage deportmeat, clocution, fencing and
Italian, piano, organ, harp, violin, viola, ’cello
flute, oboe, clarionet, bassoon, French horn,
cornet, trombone, harmony, counterpoint and
composition, history of music, chamber music,
orchestra and chorus. For further particulars,
address, Edmund C. Stanton, Sccretary.

—_—-————

The Hadson's Bay Company have had pre-
paved plans for the ecrection of a frame store
with stone foundation at Keewatin. The cost
will bo between 83,000 and $§4,000.

The fourteon Michigan delegates who have
been travelling in the Northwest looking for
locations for themseclves and a number of
farmers whom they represent, with onc ex-
ception, have all located on the Calgary and
Edmonton Railway,



