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‘the great: attention that is given to agriculture
in that country, which is supposed to contain
‘one-third of thé 'population of the earth. From
a late work, ¢ Recollections of service in China,”
we give the following selections in reference to
the. agriculture of that vast Empire :—

_ S Nothing ¢an exceed the'high state of cultivation
which,the Whole of this gioup is -under, every inch
of ground being accupied with some descripiion of
kitchen-garden stuff. Al is tilled with manual
labour alone, with the .exception of the low,"wet,
Yice fields at the base of the valleys, which ‘are oc~
casionally ploughed by the assistance of the ox. We
were much surprised to see so much cultivation,
evidently the work of a larce population. * * *
The greatest degree of pains and Care s taken by
this thrifty nation to improve their soil by constaritly
manuring. it, thus enabling them always to obtain
two crops, and very freqiently three, from the same
land in one year. ~They have been for centuries in
the habit of transporting manure from the large towns
on the sea-cost, to the fertile districts in’ central
China, made up,.and presséd into a form much re~
sembling our oil-cake. °* * *° The country
through which it (the-River) wound its way wasa
perfect-flat,.as faras the.eye could reach, and in as
high a state of cultivation as the market gardens
around London ; small farm-houses stand in every
direction, neatly encircled with flower-gardens, -the
wholé presenting a perfect picture of wealth, fertility,
industry, and comfort ; and when we were informed
-2 citcumstance we had eveiy reason to believe
perfectly true—that the same state of things existed,
not only throughout the whole. of this, but of all
the. neighbouring ‘Provinces, any one of which, as
regards extent, would make a handsome.kindgom
for.a European:potentate; some slight idea may be
forméd of the.endless internal .agricultural wealth
of the ‘Chinese Empire, and the little ccncern the
Emperor of this mighty country has beenaccustomed
to ‘bestow upon foreign nations, their commerce,
trade, or anything else concerning them. Numerous
ly'agl_emen!s of agriculture, which we supposed only
to be known to the most scientific and highly in-
stracted European nations, were discovered in great
numbers, and:in constant use among them-—from the
plongh :and .common harrow, to the winnow and
thrashing machine, with which scarcely any farm-
house, however small, was unprovided; added to
which, for the purpose of irrigation, there was scarce-
1y any considérable field that did not possess a chain~
pump for the purpese of irrigating their crops, by
drawing water.from the lower levels, with compar-
atively small labour to themselves, from which
models I'have.not the smallest doubt, those at pre~

" dentin.use;in our nayy. er merchantmen were taken.”

We ‘have seen othér books lately published,
which state in.what -high espect agriculture is
held in ‘Chida, from, the Emperor downwards.
It i¢; theréfore, mo wondbr that the country
should be highly cultivated. When the wealthy.
atid:éducated of -any country have the.common

‘senise, to regard with. some interest that which

smiest form- the -basis ‘of the prosperity of ‘the
whaole-population, we-may.expect great improves
menkin Cadailin agiioulture, but not ‘before,

[preceding’ years.
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we.believe. It must commence with the wealthy
and educated, or Wwith the Gévernmént, to‘tg%‘e'a
direct and active part to promote agricultural
improvement in this or any other country, and
until they do this,all the public money appro-
priated for these purposes will not produce the
improvement required.
A ———
PROSPECT OF THE HARVEST..
To thie Editor of the Mark.Lane Ezpress.

Sir,—At this momentous season,.important; not: only
to the agriculturiet, but Jikeivise to the.nation. at-large, a
candid statement as to the present appearanc?; and ‘appa-
rent future prospect of the wheat :and. p*=tve crops
grown in this district (Goole and Marshlr ) will not; I
trust; prove u ptable to your subscrib .23,

I am well aware if, instead of genial sunshine, we ox-
perience a continuance of dull .and gloomy weather at
that period when the (ormer.is consi 18 iall
necessary for the early maturing and securing these valu.
able productions, the fanneris very liable to form a hasty,
and thus not unfrequently an erroneous, opinion as to the
result; hence, no doubt, arises the gloomy forcbodings
with which your paper lust week was inundated.

With thesc few. preliminary remarks, 1 would first ob.
serve that, in order to arrive at a fair ‘conclusion, particu.
lar.notfife should be taken of the preceding summer, as to
its generat character for preparing the land to réccive the
seed, and what was the cffect produced upon it after ger.
nination during the following seasons, inits several stages
of shuoting, fluwering, and maturing. .

1 believe it is generally admitted that a dry yearis the
prognosticator of a good crop of wheat, and all will agrec
that such was the summer of 1344. Wheat received a
good:bed, and more thair an average breadth was sown.
Gentle rains succeeded, and the winter. froets merely gave
it a salutary chiceck. The appearance in March was most
propitious, but the absence,of snow during the winter had
left the soil in a very light state ; and about this time we
experienced igh.winde, which considerably affected. tho
gentler sailg, changing their hitherto-luxuriant to a barren
appcarance, and in some districts it -was considered ‘ne-
cessary 1o plough it up.  From April until the-middle of -
June-we had favourable weather; patchy wheat was ob-
served to branch and fill up in cvery. direction, and the
general opinion prevailed that wheat would be a very
abundant crop; from that period up.to’the 18th of the
present month it was cold and calm, with. occasional
heavy rains, ledging the stronger crops, and no voubt in-
juring its yield; on that day it commenced x_'amini, and
continucd, with very little intermission, for fifty. hours,
causing extensive daniage to the potatoc and corn .crope;
but the fine weather since has done much to repair the
mischief, except where the land -was laid 0. low as to
remain flovded for two or threc days. I find, on
referring to my books, I commenced barvesting—In

1842, on the 19th of August.

1843, ¢ 13th & . .
1844, ¢ 13th « ‘Aad in the
present  year, “ 23d -

We have thereforé scen that the breadth of wheat
sowni was large, and in"good condition—that it wintered
well—-that the injuty donc by the high winds and paucity
of snowis to a great degreé Tepaired by ‘th¢ branching
and after fillling up-—that, although'the suminer was
cool, it was calm, and therefore congenial-to Howering=<-
that the lodging of ‘the crops s pariial, and wherd tidt
mnuch laid, well fed—that the damage done by the ‘con-
tinucd fain.last week is local, and that the time: of reap.
ing is anly eightd?ifla@cg_lhaxg the avérage-of the™ Giree

t ¥ cannot; thercfore, ‘come t3:atly other

‘conclasion than- thiat the crop will proys an Average ‘oxie
in quantity, though nob poshaps in quality; and, shonld



