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THE BRIDG;E 0F SIGHXS.
-A MIhIce and a P>rison o11 eue!. ai

in thecir waters whien they -wishied
to landl on the shore of Illyria.
'Iliey treate(l wit1i ail thc sover-
eigns of Euirope as equals, conisti-
tuted tlîenselves the purvevors of
the worl(l, and on thecir commercial
%vealth laidl the foundation of their
political power.

Twice the arbiters of the
wvorld vowed the destruction of
\1enice, and league(l themnselves to-
gethier against lier, but lier people,
by dmnt 'of suppleness -and1 agility,

by tirns firin and wily, bafled ail
conibinations, and carne safelv out
of the niost appalling dilemmnas.
At one moment ail nations wverc
in a mariner tributary to them, lie-
cauise thev w'ere the greatest mîer-
chants, thie bravest 1sailors, the
rnost skilfull builders. and the richi-
est ship-owners iii the world.
W'hen France, alreadv begimîing
to miove the world, liad raised the
cry of " Dieu le v'eult," suie hiad to
begr of the \7 enetians a passage on
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