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Once there wais a poorwornan standling before
the wv'ndowv of a royal conservatory wlîich
looked into the public street. It was the dead
of winter, and no flowers were iii the garden,
and no leaves upon the trees. But in the hiot-
bouse o, splendid bunchi of grapes hung from
the glass ceiling, 1 asking in the brighit witer
sun, sand the poor Nwoman gazed on thein until
the water came into ber moutb, snd she
sighed: "O, I wish I could take it to, my sick
darlingi" She went bomle and sat dowvn to,
ber spinning wheel, and wrouglit until she hiad
earned hall a crown.- She then went to the
king's gardener, and offered that sum for a
bunch of grapes: but the gardener recoived
ber unkind ly, and told bier not to, corne again.
She returned home, and iooked around lier
little cottage to, see -whether there was any-
thig elhe could dispense with. lt was a severe
winter, yet she thcught she could do wîthout a
blanket for a week or two ; so shie pawNned it
for half a crown, and went to, the king's gar-
dener, and now offered him ten shillings. Bt
the gardener scolded ber, and took lier by the
armrather roughiyandtlirust herout. Itjust
bappened, however, that the king's daughiter
was near at band; aunI wben she hieard the
angry words of the gardener and the crying of
the wvomanl, she came up aud inquired into the
inatter. When the poor woman had told lier
story, the noble princess said, with a k'inid
smile, IlMy dear woman, you are mistaken;
ihy father is flot a marchant, but a king; his
business is not to, sel], but to give; , vee
upon she plucked the bunch from the vine,
and gentiy dxopped it into, the old woman's
apron. So the woma:î obtained as a free gift
that which the labour of many days and nights
had been unable to procure.

The salvation of the soul is the greatest
thing you eau desire. But you cannot buy it
wiilh ail the riches of tbe world, ii all the
pyaye.rs -yon. can pray, with ail the alrns you
eau give, with ail the useful works you could
perform during a hife as long as that of Methu-
selab. The fact is, you: soul's salvation is in
t hauds of a Ring aud flot of a marchaut.

If you receive it at ail, it must ho m a gift; for
yen neyer eau buy it.-Slected.

RESIST THE DEVIL

How -do you. accounit for th~e fact that there
are so, many old men in Sing-Sing and Auburn
and the other penitentiaries, serving out their
protracted senitences for frauds committed iu
mid-life or advauced ages, although their early
hife had beau good, sud uothing had bean sus-
pected of them. until at fifty or sixty years of
age the whoie, land was struck dumb at their
forgery or embezzlement ? The dlock in -the
eteeple of ohd Trinity Church striking the
heurs did uot remind the recreant Wall-streeter
of the passage of time that wouhd soon. briug
exposure te him aud doom. The explanation
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is that M\ephistophieles, Apollyon, Satiln got in
blis work at tlîat tittie. TPhe mil *as lot la-
turaliy bad. He wvas as gooj lis asy or you
are, but Satani witil Nvloio battalionz o! infer-
nais swociped "Pr>" Ilim utiat\ ares Ltookt out
for the wiic's of the devii, not 01113' tlîose of you
whlo, are younq, but the midIdle-ag'ed alud the
oh). Ouitside of God yoti are not. stfo a moment.
But yieid not to dishearrennmont. If wvo put
our trust in Godi, our hest dLaYs ara yet te vorne
-days of vietory, <isys of song, dlav8 of Eleaven,

andl the best days of the cause of ii -rhîteousneas
in ail the earth lire yer, to corne. :%s the teu
t.housand men of Xenophon's army when they
caine, to the top of .otint Theebes and saw the
waters on whichi they wvere to saii to their
homes, thle soldiers witli clappitiîg hands and
waving bannf-ri ail togetlier shouted : -The
sea; the se! 1" So we to-day iii our rnarch
towar(l our heaveniy home corne uip to the top
of the uiountain of holy anticipation snd look.
off' uponl oreauis of liglit and ocezins of gilory
sud oreans of joy; and thrillcd as ve, hiave
never been thriled before, wve clap our imands
sud wave our Gospel ensigns snd cry%, one te
auother snd shout up to the responding and
re-echoing heavens: "«The ses; the sea 1"
-Talmage.

CONQUIESTS OF MI4SSIONS.

A writer on foreigu missions says: " Virst
carne India, the land of the Vedas, mîow con-
solidated unider the Britisti mile. and niunber-
in _ vith its dependetncies, 240,OtiO,000 people.
Tiien foiiowed China, whose goings forth jr
ancient tiînes were from the haîid of Shinar
itseif, with its 400.000,000. Aud next .Japan,
youngest and sprightliest of them ail, with
35,000,000. And finally Congo. Iivin.gstone
ivent in to, exrilore, and lie invested his life for
a regenerated Africa. Wlîen lie wýas gene,
Ood, who, had girded Cyrus of oid, raised up
another te, compiete his work. Into the heart
of the dark continent phunged Stanley 'Afri-
canlus.' Whex ie came eut it was Io deelare
the fact that 40,000,000 more were to confron-
the Christian Church. And now wliat do mis-
sioiîs propose to, do ? Nothiug less thau the
couquests of ail theso great people for Christ.
The aim of the work is te, dethrone the power-
fui. systerns of beathenism, sud exait Chris-
tianity iustead ; to put an end t0 the supromnaoy
of Confucianism sud Buddhismn and Brahmin-
ismi sud Shintoism sud Tauisrn, so, that Christ
sione shall be exalted iu that day."

In pra) ing for the salvation of a single soul,
we pray for more than the wiîole world. anuta
glories, more than ail possible inanimate crea-
tiens. For wve pray for one onwhoni the good
pleasure of the Hohy Triuity rests; for one
whom the îZather wills to be saved, for whom
the Son was incarnate, with whom, the Holy
Ghost bas pleadled sud wiIl plead.-Dr. Pusey.


