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TUE OREDIRNT CHILD AN HONOUR TO M8 PARKNTS, {

Al ¢hildren aro alike in many things—alkeo in their \
dependence,’their traneient pleastires—their quick and
aver varying impulsee; but thoy are not alike in docil.
ity, in obedience, inreverence, in trutbfulness, in piety
I rewark, theielore,

First—that cheerful obedience is n conspicuous trait

in a pleasant child,  Cheerful, in distinction from com-
pulsory obedicnce; for an oxacting tyranny in any
household, ia an vvitay stupendous asan imbecile in®
dulgence. ‘That which is secured By frowns and stripes
is not obedience, but forced aubmsrion—the overawe:d
subjection of the weak 10 the will of the stiong—~tbo
service of the bondman between tho eye and lash of
"tho mastar. 1 wean by the term, tho constant snd
unitorm recogmtion of this fact, that tho parent is the
Jwvinely appointed conservator of the cliild—his gover-
nor and guardian—10 Yound to him by the bounds of |
love as to look, only for lus good, both in the thwar-
ting and gratificotion of his devires. Tho instinets of
nature, the words of lloly Seripture, e maxims of §
experionce and expedioncy, ail umto m clevatng tbe
ko own will of the parent to the dignity of a fixed and
sacred Jaw 5 o law only to be evaded and broken, in |
extremo casos—and to obscrvo this law cheerfuny 1 |
to bo obedient.  Whilo the yearsof dependenco and |
immaturity last, this compliance 1s to by unresesved—
for the parent mustgive direction to tho elnid's thoughts
and actions, 2nd Lo 1n a measure snawerable for them,
No matter bow rematkesble tho natural endowmonts,
no' matter how dutinguished by precocity of temper
or imagination, the order of procedence must not ba
reversad, tho parental supremacy must not bo over-
borne by the superior cducation or showy attainments
of thaclild  God bas attached to obedienco .no such
limitations, and althaugh son or daughter be a prodigy,
praised and petted at school, the ctexi .l law, Honour
thy father and wnother, stands unabrogated. It 13 pro-
pec that tho young should bo reminded of thw, w an
age when cducational advantages aro almost without
limit. The stately academy of the present day may
provoke invidious comparisons, when the humble struc-
ture in which tho eldors were taught is ushered iuto
view; and the prodigahty with which knowledgn is
dispensed througk admirablo text books, and accom.
plished teacbers, may reflect derisively upon the scanty
apportunitios ofa past peaceation.  The child may per-
ceive the difference,—mnay detect it daily by the bearth-
stone in some obsoleie idea, or theory, or ungrammati-
cal foem of specch, and in pride or van pretensions
may beled think more highly of bumselt than he
ought fo think. Irepeatt, thereforc—superior advan-
tages and acquisitons alter 1n no respect the great law
of subordinat:on. The authonty and counsels of the
parent arg shillto bo held supreme. It is pot privi-
leno or accuracy of learning thatalway s bring wislom,
The soberness of age is gencrally wiser than tho pert
brilliancy and flucsey of youth, while respect to a guid.
ing will—a will ordained of Goit and not to be ques-
tioned—is absolutely indiepensable to a right trainug
for all tho duties and demends of life.

Rut, as has been intyinated, the obedience of a plea-
sant child will be 3 ready and spontaneous oflerinz.—
1t will not be a sacrlfice, forced out of bimn by overs
strained prevogative, or rigorcut compulsion, but ra.
tber the spontanaity of a loving, loyal heart. 1t will
be a bigh sense of what is due from the offspring o
she progenitor—a withing and cheerful consent to the
Lknown preeepts and pnnciples cstablished at home.
‘[heso, in raro instances, may be so faulty as to em-
barrass both the conscienco and the oblizations of the
child—even then be is bound to be datiful, while ho
discriminates between what ho owes to his parent,
and the misleading babits or sentiments which his pa-
rent may have adopted. Generally speaking, the voice
of bomo is to follow and actnate him. Il is to
hear it and obey it, always and cverywhere, in the
bousc and by the way, when Lo goes out and when ke
comes in. I Lave racently met with an iilustration
which will more fully oxplain my meaning. Saul a
young boy toone who was entieinz hun 1nto an aves
nuo of shanfe, I promised my mother before 1 came to
this city, tbat 1 would read my Bible and go to Church
on Sunday. I promised her. when shie wept over me
at parting, that L wonld avoid bad company,and never
entar the theatre, and I intend tg keep my progiisc—
for I lovo my mothor ; ebo is very kind to me,-and 1
believe sha is right,  Tbhat was to honour a parent.—

that was obedience~the puro hearted principlo of a
pleasant child, starting back 1n the regcollection of a
motber's words {rom the frst ¢ddics of the whirlpoo! of
perdilion,
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Aml'thls elovatal 1ypo of sbedionca has nnmher‘,
quality boside, which I desire you to observe. It not |
only ylelds readily to each expressed and nbroluty i
cotvmand, but gaes beyowd and acts catitinually upon
whbat is inplied antl expected under the parental
rule, It anticipates the audiblo prohibition; it waits
not for the cheek or caution, for the law ancarevoaled
i» thengeforth written on the inind and beart,  Kuow
ing that to do right s the measure of that law, the
constant aim mil be to do right, whether itisexpresly
required or not.  Parents lack the attribute of vmni:
presence. ‘That belongs alone to God.  ‘Thuy cannot
be present in cvery placo where their chiliiron are
tempted to do wrong,  They cannot alwaye follow
afier their beloved ones with the voice of warning or
remonstrance.  Cluldren, you have it in your power
to clude obrervation in a thousaud ways. Ileneath
the roaf of home, and the ever waichiul glanee of
father ar wother, you may scew ta tender an iraplicat X

A most commentdable obedience. But is that all ? ‘
1 tl you it is buta fraction. When you go forth com-
panionless and unobserved ; when you aro lelt to your.
seives anid to all the manifold enticements woound you
and within you—th cn it is that your obedience is put
to the setual test, and  therefme, it is then that
ca tching the tone of home counsel and home example, |
the true child will decide, almost by intuition, what is
right, and will bo as wuch upon bis zuacsd against se-
cret and unnoticed »ins, a3 apainst thore which, with
# line upon line, and precept upon precept,” ho has
been taught to avcid.  He will not actonoe past to win
approbation, and another to pronote ks own wicked
thouztits and desires.  Io will not be one thing by the
Licarthstone, and auother by the wayside : one thing
in tho tcliool room, and another ou the play gronnd:
one thing when watched, and another thing when left
only to 1he All Seeing Eye. No. The principlo of
obudience will be ever alive and manifestn bis coue
duct.  Under all circumstancer, and in every place, he
will strive to keep the commandments of Ged: to be
truthful : to be kind : to govern his tonpuo and his
temper: to avoid obseenity and profancucss—in a
word, bo will conform to the tenor cf those instruc-
tions, which, like Timothy of ol b Las heard from Ius
carliest years. And whilo doing so, the vorld lcokng
on will say, This is a dear son—ho1s a pleasant cluld
—an lonour to Lis parenta.—Irona ¢ A Pleasant
Child " a Sermon by the Lev. W, I\ Mourgan, Hector
of Chrizt Chyurek, Nurteich, Cann.
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CONFLAGRATION OF CURIST CHURCI CAUIEDRAL.
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by fire o2 Wednesday mornina. At about nudnnht
tha eny was startled by the cry of * fire” ‘This, we
believe, was first rarsed by a wan who observed the
fira breaking out at one of the windoss of the cathe-
doal. The ¢ monster” bell of the Church of Notse
Daume rung out loudly the fire alarmn a short e af-
tetwards; and, with interiission, continued for tome
time.

At one time, however, the fire seemed 1o bo tubdued
within the body of the church, n circumstance which
may be accounted for by the peculiar construction of
the buiding, which enabled it to stral unperceived
from the plaze where it was firt discovered to the
roof, Detween thé "plaster in the ntetior of the
clinreh and the stone walls, there was a framework of
wood and an open epace of about 9 incbes, Lins
space acted as a species of flue for the cenveyance of
the fire, by means of the wood woik, 1o the roof, as
wo have raid, unperceived untid it had obtained such
headway, as to render hopo of subduing it quite out
of the question, or even to aflord tima to remove any-
thing ot value from the chureh, except the painting
over the communion table, which was a copy of Leo
natdo da Viaer's celebrated picture of the Last Sup-
per.

Jets of fire Urpan to show themselve in various
places on the roof, burning cmbers here and there
slowly fell from it, as spatkz of fiza sometimes fall {rom
a rocket—bright circles of flamo appeared on the tops
of the Corinthian columns, tnining among the leaves
of their capitals—making at evident the old church had
litl: time tostand—tha: jts hours were numbered.—
Many an assoctation of the old tunes—at least for
Montreal—rushed upon the mmd. The cbuech, it is
true, was not exteriorly a model of arcbitectore, but
it- interior wag Corintlnan, and 1t was a monomont of
the carly strupgles of the. English: Chinreh in .Lower
Canada.

At this moment ore thought of tho:splendid organ
from which beautifal; solemn and’ tlrillag drains. had
50 many times proceeded for the public worship of

Almighty God, about to Lo sllenced forever-—ihio beau-
tiful and impressive prayers 50 often offered up from
tha hearts of worshippare, in the simple Anglo-Saxon
lauguage of the Book of ©aminon Prayer—one thought
alvo of tho dead who - alfu had worshipped there, as
the eye rested on the monumental tablets around the
wallz.  Dutshoit time was here for such thoughls as
thesa } for tha lames lad dons thair stealthy pact
thoraughly well, aml we had hardly reached the door,
after n few minutes’ gazmg on tho wmpressiva seeno
Ueforo us, when tha roef tell dovn with a tremendous
ctady, nd huried evorything in thachurchin one coms
mon uin,

By this tiwe the fire had made its way 1o tho belfry,
wheta it raged with feasful tury, Tho crowd whicls
had gathiered outiida now Lreame breathless whth ex-
citement; for It was evident the steepls coull not
long stand, Which way will it L2 was tho natural
question or thought of all, ‘This steeple, it may be
stuted, was bullt of wood, covered with tin. Tho
flunce, as they buret through the belfry windows,
hurled the Llinds into the street, or on thu surrounding
buddinge, with wueh foree.  Froreely and afltee a
noisy foshion dul the flames do their wortk. They went
roaring up the steeple, devouring all in their way.—
The old clock riveted many an eye.  (On it wont in
tho midat at the tumult nround —tick, tick, tick, il
the Gire—(cilow laborer with time in his work of de-
struction—reached it too; its own fato was come, ils
own lLours numbered,

‘The nizht was beautifully fine. The mosn shone out
cleatly aund brightly, mskimg the night nearly as light
as the day.  The snow was white beneath, the eky and
tho stars as well as the moon were bnight above—so
Lright and so clear, that the flames searce made any
reflection — added nothing to the lishtness. They
Yelched out with furious ragu, and lashed wildly round
the dpomed stenple, a9 they fizreely darted upwards,
and twisted themeelves into wild contortions. The 1cd,
luril fJanes threw out a cloud of black smoke, which
contrasted strangely with tha silvery Light of the moon,
The fireifPr pawsed, and rerted on their Lrakes, for
it were idlencss now to atiempt to control the risonster
which bald possessitn ¢f the siceple, whoso fall was
womentarily looked for by the stralucd eyes of those
around. 1t tottered for awhile, ew.) +* to and fro, and
at last toppled over and fell, a hurs n s of fire, with
a tremendous crash, prons upor ¢4e adjoining build-
fng. crwshing through thu rcof with its ponderous
bulk.

The clock struck for the last time at (woo'clock ! at
twenty mminutes past toro the hards ceased 1o move and

| fell Lielplesely ta a pendent poution, It was twent
We have to announce the destruction of lus edifive | s ! ! ¥

minutes more ere the steaple ferd, the molten lead and
other mutal pourivg down in the meantime in such
volutnes as to render it impossible to remain in its
vicimty, except at the bazad of men's Yives, ‘Tho
burting debris of the wood, teo, litersily paved the
adjoining housed with living fire, As soon as water
coulil be had tbese were deloged, and the attention of
everybody was now dirceted to cffarts to save Mr.
Muegen's property.  The word was passed to the fire-
men—* down with your brakes,™ and right gallantly
did they unid the wen of the 39th oboy the order. The
excitement again grew tremendous. It was uncertain
if men insule had not been * “+tor sla.n (none received
serions injury) it was far from certain if this houss
could be faved after being firrd with o hinge & torelyy
made up of'a ton weight of burding woud and rad hos
metal. But now the full supply of water had come,
and in fificon minutes the fircmen had wonthe victory,
By {our o'clock all was safe, and nsuzht waa left of the
church but four bare wails and a smouldering beap of
vmhers and azhes inside.

D fferent opinions hava heen expressed with reeard
10 the trigin of the fire. 1t s2ems to usthere can be no
doubt that it Lad taken frem the stoves or tlues at.
tached, and had been smoullering (or sowme time bo-
tween the ceiling and the walls,

Let usadd, the Regixters, Records, and Diocesan
Inbrary, are all safe, a9 vellas the Comuiunion service,
talls cloth, cuchione, prazerboska, e.

The insuranee un Christ Chureh Cathiedeal, baild.
ing, araan, clock, tell, and officers’ silarics was about
£17.500.

On Bir. Thoras Mussen's stock, the insorance vas
£19,000.—Afontreal Gazelte Deg, 114
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JIraTnRN Ipzas OF DraTin-—Death, the much
dreadud enemy of our race, is lonked upon with horror
by tho heathan of Afticar “Throvyh féar of dealh” in
.the languaga of the Appstle, “ el their lifetime is subd-
Ject lo bondege.”

Though they believe in a future state-of existenco
and have no fear of g coming juigement, they look




