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REjIL ESTÂ1TE V. COMMhERCE

A correspondent of the Toronio <jlobe,
wvriting froin Winnîipeg recetîtly, predicts
a boom iii real estate duriîîg the coîning
winter, and witli a fraîîtic attenîipt to bo
funny, lie fixes the litinit of town lots
whichi wvil ho sold wvitlîin fifteen iiiies of
Main Street People3 Who know the
public feelings on the question of real
P-state in Manitoba arc not likely to pay
atlucli attenîtion to the ravingis of this cor-
respondent, whoso iniaginatioti anid utter
igîtiorance of the reai estate affaiî-s of the
City seemed to have forined a fuîîd front
whlîih lio supplied the sulhstalce of thi,
letter ini question. It is only ordinary
prudence, howover, for the businîess publie
proper of Winnipeg and other cities of
the North-,test te look aliead a little and
ondeavor to forin an *itiînate of how
niuch a partial renewal of the reaI estate
forer of last winter and spriig wvould
promsote, or retard as the case uîiay be,
the real interests of the commercial nudl
industrial classes of this country.

The business men of this City, or- at
Ieast those of tîtenit whlo havo benl cil-
epgged in mercantile or mntufacturiug

* pursuits for over a yensr, are wefl aware
that duriiig the real ostato excitînent of
last wintor tlio success that felu te their.
lot wvas but litniito<l comupared writit the
seemiing I)rosperityof the country nt largce,
and a very large proportion of this class
,%ould to-day give their eandid opinion
that tra<le iii tlieir li1l»ernt branches lias
been more prosperous, sud certainly lins
shown înuch grester indication of perinani-
once and solidity sitice the collapse of the
resi estato forer than it did during its
heiit, The invariable report of whvlole-
sale dealers iu staplo goods inow is a g00(d
volume of trade upon a safo- sud sensible
basis, aud tlîat custoiners are niow direct-
ing thieir energies to business 1)roper, aud
not te real estate specubition, -%vhicli these
saule wholesale dealers;, alinost ta a mani,
charseterize as donioralizing, upon the re-
tailers who are thecir patron. It is cvi-
lent that tlîe mercantile circlps of Winni-

pegy at iesst do uiot 'rish a roturîi to the
excitexuent of last wvinter suld spring,
ivhiclî happily subsided ivitîxout, bringiîîg
about sny gerieral. collapse in business
throughtout the country. But loolii-. at

tItis question front a purely real estato
point of i-iew, there cati hc lie ý1esire for
al return of tîtese tintes hy tiioso wiho
wrish te preserve that branch of business
iii a healthy state. Only the adveitturer
and gamnbling operator cati desire sucli a
it durn, n it is to bu lioped that, the res-
pectslile poîrtioni of the mons iii the busi-
ness will n't allow thiat class to guide, or
ratîter inis-guide, the transactions of the
City. T'le evrus of alloving thein tes do
s0 cati ho rend iii tîze history of otlier
cities of theo West, The fover of real
estato oxcitenient t-ail higli iii Minineapolis
lin 1857, but thte palie of that year hnad
anl alnost Crushiîîg. efreet uponl that thonl
promnising town, sud old real ostate moln
tliere il0w Say that kt was onl1Y iu 1880
tîtat ontside ui-operty arouzid tîtat city
reaclied the figures it lîad attained
twenty-tiiree years befor. Chticago lisd
its crash iii 1873, wiien the Fidelity
Savings Batik, tîte Gerunania lusu-atc
Coînpantiy amd inmrous othier ropute<lly
wcslthy corporations caie ta grief
tht-ough real estate lutns mado in thiat
City. There is nio r-ems to believe or
expeet that as reaI estate business is
uîow carried on in tItis city sny
datuger of such a calinity will t-cd
Wiiîipeg - but wvitli a return te the
hîlind speculatioti of lsst wintcr, or an-
tluing approaeliing it, the (langer %voul
certiily be very gt-eat, Even iiow there
is a tou(loncy towsrds too inueli real
estato inv-estissent, and sny pet-sois ivith
a practical uind inuist be struck -ivith the
great induceunetits hceld out "o 110w
art-ivaIs iii titis cotintry to emnbsrk iti
iive. 5îiicîts of that cisss, coînpared Nvith
%rliat are 1101(1 out to ini<uce them to
embnl, in mer-cantile or mniufscturât-
undertakiigs. Tlie city o! \Vinnip)eg
siwaruîîs weith agents cagot- to siezo every
dollar o! in-coîningi capital for lsn)dùd in-
vestunents of sonie description, irhile for
te building up of commierce and matn-

factures iuuils are uîîsolicited by agents
un'ess for special purpos *es, and through
the offices of joinit-stock coînpîiies, the
proportion of wliicli tliftt are connccted
with trade proper beiig exceedingly
sinalI. Could the saisie inut offlloatt
ho put forth ta direct inxported capital
intos commercial sud industri channels
ivhichi is nowv speîît in securing the sansie
foi rea'. est.ate investitients, tîte t-cal busi-
ness public of Manitob)a ami the North-
wvest would lhave a plcdge for a nmuchi
more rapid develitputeat of trade than
has yct set ln, ilotwithlstsadiing the ex-
ceptioital progress the countryliasalready
inadlý

J)USIÀIESS CO UJTESfl

lis the New WVest, where ceery class of
business mn are usually rutslied aud
lijrried iii every <iepartnictit of their
eal)ing, pecople arc a little apt to forget
tîn' lrincipleq of businiess courtesy w-hicli
are observed i well organized centers of
trade. lit oui- eagorîiess to overtake a
great aiiunt of work w-c are xîot always
ready ta allow tîtat deferetîce to tîte dainis
of otîters wlio aire equally over-crowded
withi busitness arrangements, and ie
seldotu t4ike itîto consideration how coin-
iierciai allairs could, bc facilitated by a
<lite obîsetrance of tîiese cuistoins by ail
concerned.

WVitli aIl ]liis savery ta conventionalisit
thîe Exîglish comminercial travecher lias soute
admirable traits, wliiclt iglit ho copied
iii nimer and less% tonnai circles; of trade
tItans lie is sccustomed ta mlore in ; snd in
no partieular is lus exanple more marked
tItan il% tîte iatter of business coites-y.
Many~ natives of the New World -wlio
liane visited the Britisht Isies liave beeti
struck by the peî-sistency wliich cati lie
displayed by tho e Eilisli hieral of cont-
niierce wittut stise isplaying a sliadowv of
obtrusivness, and înaîîy tu-avelled Ainer-
caus liave Lioth spoken snd written of tho
est-e wh1ich hoe exorcises to tiot disturb the
business conversation of otier personsz.
fil short, the Englisît cotmnmercial man,
ite lie imsy ho sccused of exciusiveness,

sud ini mauuy points of business catit, is
certainiy a strict observer o! the rules of
a business etiquette wlticî wvould seeu
burdensome sud cunuirous il% the western
portion of tItis conitinent

tTutfortunately iii Msfaiioba, as iii aIl
othor Mpesterni couiltrie.s, piýople do not
aiways engage in a business iii Nviieh tlîey
are experietîced. It is the restiess sud
erratie but cnterprising spirits -%vioe buiîd
up tlîe trade o! such couxitries ; and wliile
sucit arc boumd by no regular code of
commercial usag"s, it is but naturai that
ii titis particular of business courtesy,
wnI'ich seoins to sucli spirits o.î conyon-
tional, they %vould lie deficieut.,

An Eastern commercial fraveller re-
cently reiated ta us lus experience of a
fit-st caîl mipou a WVinnipeg merchant to
wvhom bis liouse sold heavily. àl
takzing the mnerlitant's order ta the extent
of saene 8700, lie was interrupted by at
lest a doîzen persmns upon. different mnat-
tors of business Oue inâtiranco agent
broke iii abruptiy upon his- èonverssïtioli,
and isîsistea upon plaejngý au additiomîai


