TR COMBMIRIROIALL

OLOUGHLIN BROS.

2 HAVE NOW IN STOCK LARGE ASSORTMENT

& CO,

WATT PAPHEFRS.

SEE OUR SAMPLES!
SEND IN YTCUR ORDHRS.

NEW GOODSII

LOW PRICES!

Wholesale Paper, Stationery and General Jobbers,

AND STBEBAM PRINTERS.

134 and 136 Second Avenue North, "W I IN INIPHEG M.AIJ.

North Dakotah Crop Report.

The North Dikota state crop raport for the
week ended April 26, says that owin;‘; to ab-
normally cold weathor, high winds and frequent
heavy rain and snow storms, but lit 1s advauca-
ment ivas been made in agricultural work siace
the dato of the last report. Throughout the
eantorn counties hea> | rain or snow fell oa four
days during the week ending yesterday, which
have serve 1 to make the backward conlitions
worse ia that seotion of the state.

Nearly all the low lands are complotely
covered with water, while considerable snow
still remainy in drifts in the northeastera
counties. Tho oxcess of precipitation over the
pormal, was 0.40 of an iach, about §3 par cent.
1t will take at least ten days of warm, clear
weather to put the major partion of the ground
ia fit condition for eceding. Although the pre
cipitation in the western counties was very
slight, but little work was carried on there,
owing to the unusual coll and high winds.
The temparature for tho state averagzd, except
in the ectreme northwestern couuntier, about 8
degrees below the normi), freez'ng weather
occurring nedrly every night.

————————

Department Storss,

The general development of business in a new
country, and in fact the world over, has hither.
to been from the small grocery to the general
store, and these as the population aod weaith
of a cection increased have generally given up
oue or more varities of staple goods, and be.
come more or less epecial stores devoted to f
groceries, dry goods, hardware, drugs, clothing
or thoe like exclusively.

Within the last decade or two the dspart. |
ment store has spruog up and imade astonishiog ;
and somewhat alarming growth, cnding in some
cities in a very decided monopcly of retal trade
iv all its principal branches, snd often resultiog
in a very decided reduction of the number ot
special stores and a great depreciation of the
profits of such competitors as are stul able to
remain in business aod retain a considerable
portion of their old trade

The departmeont store like the trust is almost
always a combination of ssveral or many
specialists who combine their capital, thei:
experience and businesa enterprize under one
roof, saving in rent, light, fuel, wages and ad-
vertising expenses, and gainioy the advaatage
of apparently greator individual capital, rola-
tivelysmaller amousnt of stock inany onespecia’
ty, & greater opportunity for d.splay and thy
« *her ordioary advastages of combination for
one common parpose.

It is quite often the case that no one depart-
ment excelsa competing special store in amount
or cven in the completeness of its stock, and
frequently the prices wmade in general are no
cheaper than aro usually asked clsewhere, but
the arrangement of the store hides aoy de-
ficiency, and what in any oae storo of from ten
to fifteen special establishments would excite

little or no intcrest, awakens admiration and
surprise when it forms a part of ten or fifteen
special stocks assembled and arranged *‘as parts
of onc harmonious whole.”

The maungement of such a store moreover
pursue s policy in advertising which is not eo
ensy to follow in an ordinary establishment,
They udvertive bargains generally from oue to
threo in each department, making the relative
exponse to cach of the co-operatiry pirties no
larger than it would have cost each to keep up
an ordinary *‘dirplay od,” and enabling the
combination to advertise from fiftcon to fifty
leaders, where each, if alone, could only have
advertised from one t~ three or four. In buy-
ing, too, the ropresentative of such a concecn
has great advantages over others in the same
lino. ‘*All is tish that comes to his net,” and
& baukruptey in furniture, the closiog out of a
hosiery mill, or an auction sale of cutlery alile
attract him and benefit his many-sided combin
ation.

Uenerally speaking the bargiins offerod are
such 1n themselves, but piy u good profit and
lead tho way to la:ge sales of staple goods at
ordinary prices. Some of these concerns, how-
ever, deal in a very cheap, showy and inferior
class of goods, aud are buy means of their ad-
vertised cheapaess in other lines enable to sell
second-rate goods at the price of first class com-
modities,

Hardware is not generallv cheap at such
stores unless there may by a drive in tacks, or
a sacrifico in terne tin pieplates, ete. Shoes
are oftan of poor grade and made to sell rather
than for wear ; ani crockery and glass are very
frc?uently only the ‘‘seconds,” from which all
veally Grat-class ware has been carafully re-
moved. Fine display windows, a flaod of light,
a host of saleamen and clerks, and placards
calculated to impress the customer with the
tdea that **now is the accepted time” and his
only chance ior a bargain, dispose of a ast
amouant of ordinary and even inferior goods at
full cash prices.

Many or our coatemporaries ars discussing
the department store and aro opposing it or
apologizing for it as they think fit, The
T'rade Journal does not attack the derart-
n.eut store; it has established itielf too
stropgly for us to waste valuable time ani
space in opposiog av institution which legal-
ly has every right to exist, whatever may be
thought of it from the higher stand of busi-
ness ethics. It 18 founded on that combina.
tion of private interests for a common ead
which must always win agiinst individual
opposition.  lts representatives have realized
the value of advertising, while their competi-
tors have failed to give oven a reasunable
support to the press, and the press could
hardly prosper without the department stores
and sirailar zombinations.

It is in the power of aay six or ten or fifteon
specialists who sufl r from this new develop
ment of business, to give up their separate
stores, combine their stock, their advertisiog,
fuel, light and o.her expenses and ““fight fire

with fire.” It is the only .-.ree {u our
opinion which can meot this method of com-
petition, That many jobbers suffer as a tule
from its present state of development wo feel
certain, for tho statistics show an alacming
business mortality among dealers of small
capital, due largely to the undue monopoliza-
tion of business by ono or two large concerns
in a city or town who cut so incessantly and
geuerally that there are no scttled prices in
any line of ataple goods.

What the future may bring to tho depart-
ment store or its present victims, the regu.
lar dealers, wo cannot' say, but unless they
increase in number aod cut each other into
“innc ;uous desuetude,” a fow such establish-
ments in a decade or .wo will do the major
part of the retail business of the country.

The gubject, however is one which ia wortby
of consideratiou, and the columns of the Trade
Jowrnal are opea for any suggestions or argu-
ments regarding it. This development of ratail
trade must cortainly help or injure the jobbing
trade at present. \Which does it do, and what
is to ha the ultimate result 2— rad Journal.

Briti%h‘.Trade.

At the recent annual meeting of the Associa-
tioa of Chambers of Commerce of the United
Kingdom, the President said :—

‘* Passing to the state and prospo:ts of trade,
I am gorzy to say that what some of my critics
called the “‘pessimism” of my address at Ne w-
port , has been only too well, or ill, verified by
subsequent evcnts

Eighteen hundred and ninety-two was a bad
busintes year, almost the world over; apd the
presest one is, so far, scarcely more satisfacsory
or hopeful. Tho continued coatractioa in our
home and foreign trades and in both our im-.
ports and exports; in ~ailway traffic; in tue
a'nipping {both foreign ad cousting), and in the
bankers’ clearances; the increasein the number
of ingolvencies; and the bourd of trade reports
upIn, and the percentages of non-employment
in, the skilled labor trades; all these confirm
the viows I expressad, and only leave tha con.
solation that what has occarred may be a
step, though a downward one, towards a
better and eafer economic condition, and
‘owards clearing an atmosphere closdrd by
tke ticancial difficulties of South Americs, and,
to a less uxtent, of Australia,

Specific and comparative trade atatistics are
scarcely more encouragtog. There was no im-
provement in the iron trade—(whioh can now
be more c'osely observed since the board of
trade specify many more countries under the
hewndings of the various classes of iron and
steel exports, and subdivide the exports of ma.
chinery and mill work)—at the end of 1892 ;
por do the trade returns of the first two months
of the present year show aby very cheering
signs, though there arc some few slight indica
tions of betterment.




