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EDITORIAL NOTES.

A very rematkable calamity has occurred uear Pesth, Ao immense
Wwatersfout urst in the neighborhoad of thelarge collieries of Fuenfkircher,
ionuaating the ¢ uotry and blling the mines, The colliers had almost no
chance of éscape, as the rise of the water was extremely rapid. It isthought
faet the loss of life will be very great.

The promoters of the Halifax Ladies* College are to be cobgratulated
on their latest success. Hereafter the graduates of that excellent school
will be admitted to the Dalhousie Arts course without a speci1l examination.
The sffiliation of the Ladies’ College with the older institution is a troe sign
of these progrossive times, and we trast that maoy young lad.es now at the
school will take the full advantage of this privilege.

Four hundred Mahomedan gypsies in Servia were recently baptized into
the Greek Caurch. It wasa gala day for the gypsies, who were attired in
their gayest garb, and who were not teo decply impressed by the baptismal
ceremouy to defer their dance on the church greco.  One tribo after another
has embraced the ** Othordox Faith,” tempted perhaps, not a little, by the
wealthy Servian christians, who give costly presents to the converts on such
occasions.

e P

Aoother thwarted dynamite plotis reported from Buda Pestb. The
explcsion occurred in Andressy St., a fashionable thoroughfare. Eight
bombs had been placed on the rails on which the electric cars were running,
but fortunately seven of them became displaced, and the shock occasioned
by the bursting of one, while severs enough te injare the passengers and to
wreck the car, was followed by no loss of life, The police have no clue

by which they may seck the cowardly would-bs murderers,

Naturalists of Nova Scotia, attention | Prof. Byron D. Halisted, of the
New York Agriculwral Extension Station, respectfully requests that ths
worst weeds from all piris of Americs be sent him for his exhibit at the
World’s Columbian Exhibition. Here we have an opportunity to at once
benefit science and to dispose of some of the troublesome tcnanis of our
ficlds. The stately burdoch, the insidions votch grass, tae brilliant fir -
weed and even the downy stocked mullen shoyld be cheerfolly offzred up
at the altar of scicoce,

The cowsrdly adwinistration of Paris is now offered assistance. A
nuinber of men, calling themselves by the romantic name of The Vendet:a,
or in plain words, lynchers, have notified the police that they will administer
‘suimary punishment to anarchists, by assassinatiog an anarchist in revenge
for cvery dynamite outrage. It is to be hoped that the French G avernmant
will protect even her criminal classes from the “justice” of these blood-
thirsty roughs, who would be as dangerous a power io the State as the
anarchists themselves.

—

According to the Canadian Eleefrival Nesws the telephone is a mest
popular institution in our Dominion, where thero are 54 telephooes to 100,
00o inhabitants, against 350 and 167 instrunients to the same population in
the United States and Great Britain respeclively. Montreal is the palm

7| city with regard to the Possesaion of this great couvenlence, as she now

owns 5,872 telephones. Ifalifax can also make agood show ng. Tne list
of subscribers throughout the Dominion has Increased teo-fold in as miny
years.  Loog life to the telephone say we.

Lord Dofferin relieved himself of a bit of quiet sarcasm the other day
when, in addressing the * Chambsr of Commerce,” Paris, he suggested a
new mode of declaring war. As heralds ang trumpets aro quite out of date,
and as the curt ungrammatical telegrams now in vogue are inconsistent
with the dignity of a nation, he suggests that the ambassadors of the rival
countries should be strung up on lofty gibbets on the fronti: r—if necessary
the foreign Minister might also be added. He is of the opinoa that the
spectacle would have a detorring effzct on martial sontiments.

Again we hear of the deadly dynamite bombs. This time Cirracas,
Venczuela, is the epot chosen by tiie destroyers. The houses of the Minister
of Finance and the French Consulate were bad y iojured. The fullowing
eveaing two ineffectual attemps were made to blow up the Goveroment
buildings, which are a'so the wilitary head-quarters, G :neral Cresps, who
is nciting these darlng deeds from a secure retreat, has sent ward to the
Venczaelan authorities that unless Congress is immediately summ>aned and
the general elections brought on the outrages will bs continued.

——

Electricity is working wonders in our day, but we hardiy expected to
find it warking in the guise of a race-horse, The other day, an old warn-
out-horse very unexpcctedly won a race on the Guttenberg, New J2rsey,
track, the backers gsining 100t0 1. Ou the second appezrance of the win-
bing steed, both it and the rider ware closely watched, when 1t was found
that the jeckey was equipped with an eleciric belt connecting with the spurs.
The nervous action given to the old horse had caused the rice to be won.
Since this disclosure and the disaster to the Duke of Westmaster's tavorite
“ Orme,” it looks as ifthe turf were gettiog too shady for any ba: professional
sharpers.

———

Mr. Ricbard J. Wicksteed, of Odawa, has certainly tne courage of his
coovictions, or he would never have brought his scheme for compulsory
voting before the Capadian people. He draws b arguments from * moral
and ethical-politica] » reasoning. A strong sipport for his proposition 13,
that the real voice of the people is not felt at tac elections, as, for instancs,
in 1891, when with 1,132,301 electors on the hst, only 730.457 wore heard
from. He tepeats the sage remark of Li:ber, “ They whose voting is the
least desirable are the sarest to be at the poll,” and he calls for voters who
are disinterested in all but their desire for their couotry’s well-fare. He
d:plores the example set by our M.’s P. who decline ta vote except on
parly questions, and calls upon the House of Cowmmons not only to puaish
such offenders but also to pass a bill making voting compulsory. Thereis
much to be said on both ides of the proposition.

It is very gratifying to note that the Dominwon aod Provincia: authon-
lies are workirg tegether in New Brunswick to revolutioriz: buttermaking
io that Province. Experimeatal creameries are to be established and
instruction given to farmers in the raisiog of mulk-producing crops. It js
quite time that some effort should be made 1o improve buttermaking in
Nova Scotia. Our farmers® wives have long ontgrown the 1deax that the
cloths and linen for home consumption shou.d bs manufactured 10 their own
homes, and if the ssle of wonl and fl.x s profizabie to the fsrmer and the
purchase of factory cloths and cottons Saustaciory to his wife, way should
oot the same rule be applied to milk and the farmer's wife be rchieved from
the drudgery of the chura  Gf course Mrs A and Mrs. B make splendid
dsiry butter, but if they could taste the buitet made by Mrs C. 2ad Mrs D.
they would understand why we 80 thoroughly approve of any movament
that will place in the market good butter at moderate rates.
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