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MASTERS.
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IN 159'2e Venierailo Ci-tsar uo B-is foiielnaet Cavaillon, in tho 1)10.

cese of Avignon, flic Ceîîgregatioîî of the Chiristin Doctrinc, coin-
posed of priests and layînien uaîited by a %'ow tu teacli tlîc Catochisîn.
This Congregatioti ias approved by Clesuent, VIII., and %vhen the
Fouiffer died in 1607, his disciples opcned freu sciiools tiîat Ilourislîcd
in the south o! France ul the file tvelution. But thcy aise wore
cvcntually transfornied into Colleges.

Ail thoe attcnipts wero mnade by nieans of Cominuitica of ecclosi-
aStiCs, who içero beset by tthe. texuptation to change tic cliaracter of
thoîr schools by gradually introducing Latin anîd other studies titfitted
for the peorer classes ; aud, aû il, resuit, they did net long ftilfil tic
designs of their origiluitoraz Stili t1ic idea o! founidiîg iay Congre-
gatiohns eccurrcd te soveritl oL..2r, before Blcscd do la Salie. I3icssedl
Peter Fourrier o! Mattaincourt, fouinder o! tiie CongregatiQu o! ur
Lady for the edîîcation of girle, and a in kecnly Olive tu tie wants
o! ia age, !ormed a Comînunity of nien for the education or the pour
boys cf tile tewnis sd country places. 1k ivas, how~evpr, flot able te
get it confirnied ait Ronie, and tic yotîîg men wloii. holad gatliered
togcther grewv t.ired (,Ç tie %vork- ud went bitelt into the wvorid.

Peter Tranchet, a barrister, founded a priînary selicol at Orleanis,iii 1652, and tatih- th fljiidren Iiijînseif, assisted by 0310 of ]lis
ncpiiows ; but this generouis effort perishced for Nvatit o! nuitators. lu
1660 Franîcis Perdouls foutid.-dl schois at Mlois and T1ours, but tho
%vorir did not spread. The saine thing iiappeiîed nt Auîtuni, whec, in
1687, tiîree pricsts devetted thiîensclves to the instructioni o! Uic chl-
dren o! thi, poorest classes , whli at Paris, in 1678, I"atiicr Barre,
foutider of the Cenigregatieni of the Ladies o! bt. Maur. tried te es-
tablishi semnaries for sclieolinsters. The yeîing inen, iîewevcr,
tiîoughit more o! thiemiselves dian of thicir vocation iool<iîg uipon iL
ratiier as a caliing uiseful for Ujeir establishmîent in lfe ; so at tc enîd
o! a short tilue they dispersed, anud tliuir sciiocis wcrc closed.

Monsignor de Buzenîval, Bisliop of Beauvais, aise tried te fouind a
seminary for traininîg scîonatrbut lie ceid niot conîinaiid the
neccssary funds ; -M'ile 'M. (le Chieniievicres and M. Nyci werc equillly
uîîsuccessful.

Another attenipt wias nmade by ancatîs of lay tenciiers, by î'%. 1)(cinia,
a pricst o! Bourg, Arclipriest o! Bresse and Visiter Extraordiîîary o!
Uic Diocese of Lyons, whlo liad beezi struck by tile depravity of the
youtiî of Lyons. Feelinîg tic need of a remîedy for this cvii, lie, iii
1664, addressed a comipiaiîît te tue Provost aud Aldermien of tiîat
cîty. Thougli tiiese mîagistrates paid vo lîeed, soine charitable per-
sons were îuoved te, open a szhool ini tic district o! St. George. lii a
short ime it ivas decidcd te vote an annual suin o! 1200 fes. te found
a schlDol whîere children shîolù bc tanglit Chîristiani doctrine, re,îding,
and writing. Otliers werùecstabiihîd soon aîterwards, aud iii 1672
Lucre wcrc live freLc sulîc'cis. ci wiîich M. ]>emiia was appoiiited Dir-
cctor.Gentral. Ile at once drcev out minute ruies fer tue sclîculs iii
everv eue cf wiiich tue clîuldrcn were classed according te tlîeir know-
icdgc. M. 1)cuia hiad tie instinct of îiutual cdutcatioîî ; lie appcaled
te the gccdwill cf the children, alla created mnonitors aumengst thîem,
whio secondcd the hîlasters. Certainî ietixods 3f tcaclîiiigý were ber-
tow.ed frein the Vencrable Civsar (le Bus. On certain days tie chl-
dren lîcld debatcs iii public, on questions front the Cetecliisnî, ou
politeiiesc, and other subjects. iliose iwlio inost distîinguislied tiieju-
selves rcieic usefuI re%çards e!4 zleUîîng

B3ut, te direct tiese sclîools, inasters wcre wauted. Abbe Deîîii
hegan by iîîvitin- te blis lieuse, cevcry threc nîonths, a certaîin number
cf priests and layinin wvhî took- an interest iii the sciiooîs, Nvlîeî lie
gave thein ruies and advice ; tliese masters piaced Llîeiiiselvcs uder
tic protectionî c! thi? llessedi Virgin. Abbe Deinia iîext tuned lus
atention te tlîc secular masters, aud succeed iii ohtainîîîg 21 deece,
dated May 7th, 10-1, forbiddiîig aîîy person te hkeep a priniary school
witliout iîaving obtanied thc Arclîbisliop's permission, aid having
pronxîscd te observe the rides. Former miasters and nîistresscs %vete
rcquired te preseuit t1%enîitelves Nvithin six upoîthîs before the Abbe
Deisi, iii order te le ôalise tlîeir positioni. Lià April, 1675, lie assemn-
bled Uic miasters alla mistresses, acquaintedl tiieni witiî the rides lie
liait drawvn up fer tîmeni, sud tlîeîcefortiî kcpt strict ivatch over theii
Ail the pastors iii tîme dioccso 1usd orders te Cive liîiii an acrounît cf
the sciiecimaisters and inistrcsses ilu tlieir parishes, sud lie sent visit-
ors frein ille te tinie te inspect tiicii.

His masters %veto soou iu great rcquest. Many Bislîops askcd for
tieie, snd ycing mheni were zent te Iiii te be trained. Hec wouid
have vrefcrrcd te emnploy non1e bat priests ; sud with tliis objeet lic
devotedl lus own fortune te feundisig a seininary at Lyons, wlhcre lic
purtioscd te train çchlinnastcrs and curates fer ccuntry parislies.
'fins semnary. calhda -The Coîuîîiuîiity cf St. Chîarles,'- ias opeîîed,
ini 1679. appreved by t'ic arnisîp, d recognised by letters patent
iu the followiîig year. Tlie feinder did imot reside thcre, but directed
iL by nîcans o! a 1-ehîcel B3oard, couuposed partly cf priests sud partly
of seculars. Abbc 1)cniia dico! iii 'Jtober, 1639, aid despite lus ef-

forts. luiE %ork diù net survive liiiuî. Thei Coiîuiîunity o! tlie Sistirs
ef St. Cliarle.4, ilîiciî lie feundeul fer Uic educaticu cf girls aud thec
care cf thîe 8ick, still Ilouirishies ; but tue seniiîiary becaine an curdin-
ary seuuuuuiîry, lilie any other. Se n ail cases tue resit Nvail thc
saine. For tho la3y tenchers iwcre withuouit tue traiing inecessary, nom
wus dictre n>') institution to il, *usrt ut ; sud tiiese %%,lio dcveioped abil.
ities tus teiucluers %v'ero iîîduce-. i tenuploy tîjeir talents te more remit-
mîrative purpessathiî the eduicatîcu of pur children. Yet iý is pos-
sible dluit file mîan to wluoin ive reuîîetely owe priniary edlueatiouî was,
liftcr nli, a frieiud o! St. Vincent de Paul,. M. Bourdoise, wlîc eniy
prayed. lic wvrete as feiicws te M. (Hier:-

"I %visli ,vu could have a seliool filied witii the suporîuaturai spirit,
wlierc ciuildrcuî mîghft learn te reînd and wvrite, aud aise bc traiîîcd iimro
gocd paribluieuiers. For te sec mucîcy spetut on teselîiig thcmi nicreiy
te renîd sud write, tlhou inikiug tiieni botter Chîristians, ma really a
pity, atid yet titis us goecaily tile caio. Noivadays ai classes cf chl-
dreii go te school, buit te schools whiero nature is cverytiîing. Wuo
iîniust net, tlierefere, be surprised if aftcrwvards tiîcy du luet leiid Cluris.
tiîu lives ;, fer iii erdcr te have s schiîel uiseflut te Ciîristianity, chic
niuust lhave inasters %vite ivili labeuir filera lke perfet Chîristians, aud
net lll<c Iiireings regardiug tue ciice as a nîlserabie trade, tsictn up
te earui tlîcir bread. For iny part, I declaro frein mny iesrt, thiat I
%veuid willitigly heg froiî doour te deor, te procure flic iîians cf living
for il retil sciîooinîister ; sud like St. Franceis Xavi ýr, I would imuplore
ail tue Lituivrsities fer moneî, hut te go ott te Jamau aud the Inîdics te
couvert the iiîlidel, but te begin Litis exccllentu work. IL is easy euglu
te litid aiiiougst, the elergy miin resdy te Lake a durucy or a panish
but te ind iuîyeue %vit piety sud tie otiier qualities iiecessary te lice-)
il Isclîcci, hîsviîîg aise the menuîs o! livinug, sud being yet wîlhîmîg.
wouil uiîdcr tie auutIority o! tue pastor, tlîis is vcry ratre iîîdeeu.
Wieîîce I couîcliide tliut te devete cuiescîf te forining such i îasters is
a woric moe useful te tie Church, aud mucre îiertoricus, Uîsiî te
preach ail eiio's lîfo ii Lthe puipits o! the hîrgcst towns cf the kinug-
uleii. 1 believe that a pricst wvio had tic science cf the Saiunts weuld
bc a sciuooliîiaster, and îveud bc caiioiiscd for it. hc best mlasters,
the greatg-st, the uuost esteeie-tlîe Doctors cf the Sorbinîie-woidl
net bc tee gaod for the office. l3ecause tic pansuslîo Ore peour,
and tauîgit by por muen. people iniagihie they arc notiig. Auîd yet
it is tue r>euly mnuhs o! destrâying .vice uud instilliîg virtue ; sud 1
dc!y ail inen iiunited te find a botter eue. I believe tiîat if St. Paul
aud St. Denis iveme te coic te Franice iîuw, tiuey wouid undertakie tlic
worli cf schliimasters iii prefèecc te sny other. For Iifty.seven
years I have beeui familiar wîtli the work of a tield-labeurcr ; sud dur-
~ing ail tlîat tinie 1 have secuu ic ivorc moîre futile thau tluat cf soiîîlg
iu gcouud Oinat liad îlot previeusly beîî ivell inauurcdl and plouglicd.
Nov,, it is by menuis e! Christianm sciiecis thiat heurts are prepared te
reccive the Word cf God frein prettelers. Thesehool la Uic Novitiuîto
o! Cliîistianîty. Lt is the seniinary cf senîinarics.-

Ou 'Marci 15t0j, 1641). ho foutided an association of intercessionm,
whose muenîbcrs wcre ail botund te prayer thiat Ged %wouîi graiit te
France Christian teacliers for tîme children cf tlie puer. Its numbners
speediiy becaine very great ; aud, two years a!ter iL ivas iîîstituted, on
April 130th, 1651, %vas heni nt Rhciuîus Jean Baptiste dc lat Salle.

His parcents wcre of noble limîcage, sud tiîcir piety, doubtless, ccii-
tributed te foster in ii hil the ecclesiastical spirit wiliclî hzc diqpiayed
frein véry carly ycars. At elcveil lic received the totisure ; at sikteen,
by oue o! tic crying abuses cf the tige, lic becamne a Canîon cf the
Catliedral cf Rhîeimus. An old relative rcsigucdl lus catiîîry in the
yeuîtl's faveur. Youîng de la Salle pursucd lus studies, licwever, ivitîx
exc-i».piary lidclity ; sud in oec sensu luis caucuiry was well for Iiiiiî.
silice lus parents died wluii lic was twenty, leaviiig te, lîhun tue charge
of lus youuj,Àr brothers-u charge whiich îvould hava becs incompat-
ible iwith Uic duties of a parsh pricst. He distinguislîedl limself in
lus Uîelegical stuidies, simd finally teoli lus degrcE cf D.D. ivitli hion-
our. le exluihited ne attraction towards wvhat was te bc his life.work,
sud luis first attentionî wvs caiied te schmool affairs by hise fniend, Canon
Rolanud, vho wvssconuicctedl with an orpluanago te whicu ivre attacel
fro sciioois for girls. Dyiuiz, lie left tue came eif tic Institution sud
tho Coîsnîuuity cf Religions wenin in charge cf thcm te de la Salle.
B3ut after ceuscicntieusly discharging tluc duties whiich ivere tluus
dc-volv.!td ci him, De 'a, Salle résumed lus formner retired life.

It w'ss an accident vlich iuveigled ratiier tliaî led huumu into tîmo
iverk for wimicl bc %vas destinedl. A certain lady of Rouen, whlo froni
a worldly life 1usd heeuu suddenly couvcmtedl te a hife o! peulauce and
chiarity, iusd ssistcdl tue Cemnninity couif:dcd by Canion Roland to do
la, Salle. Sile was anxicus te Provide soune listitution cf the kiud
for beys iii Rheimus, wviere slo liadt been born. Sieo chose for this
puirpose a devout sud estcrprisiuîg laymaîî named Nyoi, wh liadt ail
lus life heen dcvotedl te Lime cause o! tlîe iunstruction e! tlîc pour, aud
besoughlit iilm te found a school lu Rheis. F or thîis purpese sho
made hinii s yearly allowauce. and gave him a letter o! introduction tu,
de la Sie, wlîo luappenedl Le be lier relative. De la Salue meceived
hîin, befriculded him, aimd the sclîcol was st.arted lu the parisb cf St.
Maurice. lue rcsit was Llust a lady iii tic parisu cf St. James con.
ceivcd a wisli te found a shuuilar school for ber own panish, snd de la
Salie was meiuctautiy drawn in to buxfriendiuug iL as hoc had donc the
firai. There vrere fivo masters attachcd te thue two scbcols, aud M.
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