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thom havo overything thoy nak, without
going to the expenso of an imbeoilo farés of
diplomnoy, which only keeps mon's minde
in suspense, whilo it in no way sffecta the
result,

Soveral gentlomen of standing hero, have
at different times, nsked me queations about
the Militis, and expressod an mntorest in
its organization, but I funoy now that the
Adujiant Gereral, favourablo as was the im*
pressxon he cronlod hns Yeen, and is gono
agnin, and: xfalhmv is kuown, except that
tho arms &o'} Mo stared in the {1, B. store-
houses, and, far sught any ono can teli,may
lio thers for another yoir or two, whatever
intorest in lie question m1y have
been felt is fast dying out of inaction induced
by long suspense,

You know I have always-been, oven
agaiost your own opinion, an advocato of
tho ballot, I think it mucli tv bo regretted
that it was not put-in force this yoar. Itis
oasy to imagine why this year would have
baen an inconvenient period to select,
nevertheloss ifit had beon done, it would
have gono down well enough here.

‘f'he authorities (if thoy mean to do any-
thing next you, or oven the yenr after)
would do well, in the meauntime, to ¢ pro.
pare-for action '’ by aecuring from Parlia.
ment-agrant towards obtaining land, if that
cannot bearranged with the local govern-
ment, and erecting drill sheds, and o store-
house for the Dominion stores at Victoria,

{1, M. Ships in these waters now aro the
Scout, Cameleon, Pelrel, and Boxer. Tho new
flag ship, the Repulse (ironclad) flrg of Rear
Admiral Charles Furrall Hillgar, C. B.,,is on
her way out.
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DISCIPLINE.

It more docility, without the morespirited
adjuuncts to the chiaraoter of a trno saldier,
Le but a tame and inadegquate qualifeation,
itis yet cqu..ly certsin that all other ma
terial attributes are annulled in tho absence
of what is implied by, or comprebended in,
tho word * Ducipline,’’ which is, after all,
tlo supreme mulitary virtue,

Wa would not be understood to mean by
the term ¢ Discipline "’ simply the quulity
of a stolid submission to the caprices of an
irrational Martinetism, but such an intel-
ligent exerciso of tho principle of self con-
trol'as enables tho soldier to percive and ap-
prociate both the wisdom sud the dignity of
a conscientious adherence to regulations
which interdict such actions or lines of con
duct as would, if allowed to be pursued,
tarpish Yis indivadual reputation, no less
than bis milstary konor and virtuc.

If mon wero in the constant habitof bear.
ng in mind, in such a way, as that thoy
hould hourly influenco their thoughts and
ictions, (in the way that good men are un
easingly influcnced by their religion) the
uadamental principler which should . guide

————

them in the conduot of their oalling for the
timo being, it would be suflicient for pur-
poses of monilion moroly to advort to the
signifieanco of Lhoso principies, and, assum.
tng & goneral inteltigont comprehonsion of
thon, such roforence would carry with it all
tho forco which we aro now constrained to
dorivo from cttation of the woightiesjknown
authorities.

But tho subjection of itapulse to reason is
es yel so imperfeot, that wo aro only too glad .
to avnil ourselvesof tho stimulant afforded-
by bhistorical illusteation to onhanco. the
flavor of an othicl bill of mental fare which
would otherwise probably prove both dry
and insipid.

Excollent as is the conduct of the forces
of the Dominion, instances of violation of
mulitary propriety, have becn sufficiently
numorous, and so tto suficiondy rocent, to
roudar unnecessavily any apology for an
earnest endeavor to attract to the subject
tho serious consideration demanded by its
vital importanca,

Lot us, theroforo, in the first place, hear
what Napier, the bistorianof the Peninsula
War, has to say concerning two or three
notable cases of breach of discipline. An
historian, be 1t remombered, whoso idoas
even on military subjoects, partook almost as
largely of the views of the advanced politi. .
cal liberal, 88 of thoso of the professiondl
soldier, yet whoso clear, and well balanced
judgment cannot be questioned.

Writing of tho sicge of Zaragoss, he
8ays: !

“Tho two circumstances that pnucxpaﬂy
contributed to the sucoess of thé defenos,
were the bad discipline of the French sol-
diers, and the system of terror established
by the Spanish leaders. Few soldiers csn
be restrained from pluader when & town is
taken by sssault, yet thore is noperiod when
tho moral responsibility of & general is so
great.  Will military regulations galone se-
cura {ho necessary discipline at such a mo.
ment? The French arme is not deficient in
a stern code, and the English army, taken
altogether, is probably the best regulated of
modern times; but here it is seen that La.
fobro failed to take Zaragosa in defuult of
disciplive, and vo wild horde of Tartars ever
{foll with more license upon their rvick offe-
minale noighbors than did the English
troops upon the Spanish towns taken by

slorm.

¢ The inference to bo drawn is that Da-
tional institutions only will produce that
moral discipline necessary to make o soldier
capablo of fulfilling his whole duty ; yot tha-
late Lord Melville was not ashamed to de.
clare in Parlisment, that the worst men
make the best soldiers, and this odious,
narrow-minded, unworthy maxim, had its.
adorigers.” N

The last paragraph of the above gquotattion:
should ho of weighty signifidanée to the sol-
dicer of the Dominidn Forcas. There arve, it

pary

o
{s to be supponed, forv Canadians who donot
believe that their constitution ia the best in
the world, combining the fullest dogreo of
political liborty with just so muoch of tho so-
briety incidont to a monarchial polity as to
induce a ropose, so Lo spoak, tho absonoo of
which is 80 painfully felt by Canadians who
sojourn long in the States, Canadians ave

justly proud of thochoapest and best Mili)

tia system of the day, and they rightly
entottain tho highest opioion of their sys.
tom of nalional education. And in truth
‘tho ‘result ot tho Canadipn form of (tovern.
ment,and Canadien educational institutions,
is citizeuship of a high order of jatelligeace,
and possessing a strong sease of socinl and
public dety,

So happy a political and sooial oondxtion
should furnush tho army of the Dominion
with the most intelligent, and therefore, the.
most g0lf confrolled soldiers in the world.

Tlo fact that, as a general rule, Voluntesr
corps composed chiefly or ontirely of what
aro conventionally termed * gentlomen,”
are the best disciplined, ..o most easily
mansged, and tho smartest in mancuvring,
is familinr to Volunteers of any extended
experience, Numercus instauces are within
our personal knowledge. The admirable
proficlency of the famous * Devil’s Own * or
Tons of Court Corps in London, will oc-
cur to the reader as a prominent ex-
ample, A Volunroer Rifle Regiment in Vie-
toris. Australin, so constituted, whosa drill
and discipline were irreproachable, also re.
curs to our rememberance,

But the same amenability to the requira.
ments o! discipline, is, apart from the con-
ventional Btatus above mentioned, also per.
ceived among men whose soclal surround.
ings have been those of earnest religion, of
high morality, aud of the pride of respect.
ability, and integrity. Of such, the High.
{and Regiments have at all times bssn con:
spicuous examples, and the romarkable
tesitmonisls to their admirable _ bo-
haviour in the occupation of foreign
towns, from tho native people and au.
thorities, are such as. probably, no other
forces either ever received, or perhaps, so
thoroughly deserved. The Puritan soldiers
of Cromwell's armies, men whose minds
wers enhghtened and sobered if not, en-
largod by apqculatxon in republlcau theories,
and by study, inlense if narrowmlnded of.
the scriptures, may also be adduced as in-

Lances, ns well a8, to a cortain extent, the
soldiers of Gustavus. Adolphus ; and of Wil
liam of Orange; largely drawu from -coun-
tries stafding comparatively high in the
scalo of intelligence, and po}xucal freedom
of their day.

It wou’ld, perhaps, be lxl.tlo caloulated to
cause surprxse that an oocmona} egespade
should occhir amiong’ bodxes of men whose
strong political feelmgs, er parlicular
temporary cucuuutanees, have beeu dllh-
gently wrought upon by unscrupulous poli-
tidal pavizausy thoe' it isundonbledly,athat>



