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PRocr&zDiNGs iN LIEU 0F LiEMURRER.

I have said that demurrer, which " is the formai mode in
pleading of disputing the suffciency in iaw of the plçading of the
other side," has been abolid ini Engiand, but the Rules of the
Supreme Court have put something in its place. When the plead-
ings are closed eithër eparty may take out a summnons to have a
point of law arising on the pleadings set down for hearing, the facts
of the case being sufficiently set forth in the pleadings by the
plaintiff and defendant respectively. An exampie of this occurred
the other day. A member of a Miiitary Service Tribunal was
sued for, siander. It wwa, alleged that during the hearing of the
oriy kind of case which sucli a tribunal can hear, namnely, whether
a man shall be caiied up for service, he siandered the plaintiff.
lie admitted the words, but pieaded absolute privilege--the privi-
lege which clothes the utterRnces of ail judges. The case was set
down for hEýaring under the above rule, when it was decided that
the privilege wa.s absolute and that the defence was good. So the
action failed and ail the costs of an Expensive trial before j udge
aînd Jury were saved to the parties.

IMPRISONMENT WITHOL'T TR'IAL.

The recent irnprisonment or "inteviinent" of a large numnber
of adherents of Sinn Fein on a charge of what practicaily amounts
to igh treason draws attention te the extraordinary power which
the Defenee of t.he Reoli Act lias conferred upon the Executive.
"To none," gays Magna Charta, "shahl %e seli, delay or deny
justice"; but here, on a large scale, is what appears at flirst sight
to be a denial cf justice, fer there is ne taik cf putting Rnv of the
interned revolutionaries on his trial. But wve must interpret the
word "justice" in the wîder sense. Inter arina eilent leges is a
rnaxiîn of universal application. A public trial of Mr. De Valera
Nvere a thing impossible at the present mnomnxt. We cainnot afford
te throw open the elosed portais of our secret service--a service
whicli has undeubtediy beeti the principal agency ini collecting
sufficient evidence for the Gevernent to act upen. Nor would a
trial in which haif the evidence wais taken in carn'ra serve tlie
purpose cf conincing i hose Nvho sympathise with Sinn Fein that
the charge Nwas well laid an . properiy proved.


