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the Commission Wo the Governor, to the sea,
public streams, rivers, creeks, and places over-
flowed whatsoever, within the ebbing and flowing
of the sea or high wvater mark. It thus appearis
that the Vice-Admiralty jurisdiction has been
regulated by the ebbing and flowing of the sea.
I believe it bas aiways been so in England. In
England, between higli and low water was, on
ail banda, held to be the sea when the tide was
in. But in places where there was no flowing or
ebbing of the sea or tide, the Admiraity Court,
as a general thing, had no jurisdiction. The
Vice-Admiralty Court of Quebec, or Lower
Canada, in sucli jurisdiction, was reguiated by
the flux or reflux of the tide, and not beyond.
As the tide of the sea neyer extended tothe great
lakes and inland sens and rivers of Ontario, the
maritime commerce on the Lakes Ontario, Erie,
Huron, Superior, and the portions of the Rivers
St. Lawrence, Ottawa, and others belonging to
Canada, was ieft without maritime or Admiralty
laws, which existed with great advantages else-
where. The maritime commerce of the inland
seas of Ontario, Erie, Huron and Superior, and
the great rivers of St. Lawrence and Ottawa
and in the Welland and other Ontario canais,
have so immenseiy increased that a delay of a
tribunal to enforce the rights and (luties in con-
nection witb matters arising out of the shipping
and navigation, trade and commerce, in the riv-
era, lakes, canaIs, and inland waters of Ontario
would operate unjustly to a large and meritorious
class of men, seafaring men, and Wo maritime
commerce, &c.

IlMany weli informed people have not realized
the extent and magnitude of the maritime com-
merce of Ontario. While the Bill for the estab-
lishment of a Maritime Court of Ontario was in
progress, I looked into the matter with some
care, and I was astonished at the resuit myseif.
Looking at the tables annexed Wo the report of

the Minister of Customs for 1875, it will appear
that the number of vessels which entered the
several ports of the Provinces of Quebec, New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward
Island during the fiscal year ending 3Oth June,
1875, was 7,881, that is to say :-From Great
Britain, 1,522 ; from British Colonies, 1,226 ;
f rom the United States, 4,238 ; from other coun-
tries, 895. The number of vessels that cleared

out of these ports during. said fiscal year was
7,724. Looking at the san ie tables, so far as they
regard Ontario, it wili be seen that during the

s ame fiscal year ending on the 30th June, 1875,
that 11,812 vesseis entered the ports of Ontario,
3,931 vessels more than entered ail the ports of
the three Eastern Provinces Of the Confedera.
tion. Canadian steam vesseis then entering Ca-
nadian ports 2,896 ; Canadian sail vessels, 4,058;

United States steamn vessels, 2,227 ; United

States sail vessels, 2,581; make a total number
of 11,812. On examining the report of the Min-

ister of Inland Revenue for 1875, it wilI appear
that 11,496 vessels passed through the St. Law-

rence Canal during the season of navigation

ending Slst December, 1874, I think it may be

reasonably inferred that about the half of these

vessels would go to the Province of Quebec, and

the other haif corne into the Province of Ontario.

Then giving haif this number to Quebec and the

other Eastern Provinces, about 16,290 vessels

passed through the canais witbin Ontario. The

Province of Quebec would, for the year 1874,

nearly stand thus-5,
7 4 8 , being about haif the

number of vessels paasing through the St. Law-

rence Canal, 5,410 passed through the Ottawa

Canal, and 3,285 through the Chambiy Canal, in

ail, 14,433 vessels.
IlLooking at these figures, which I thinlc are

substantially correct, and at this Province as the

largeat and richeat of the Dominion, with great

lakes, rivers, and canais, and with a water coaet

fromn Lake St. Francis to Thunder Bay, every

reasonable mind must see that the rules and laws

which protect and regulate the maritime com-

merce and trade in other Provinces and counitries

should be applicable to Ontario, and that the

generai ruies and iaws of the sea should be en-

forced on the great inland seas and rivers by a

Court with a jurisdiction in rem on these inland

waters so f ar as practicable. The propriety of

establishing a Court with such jurisdiction bias

been discussed for several years, and urged on

Govern.ment for a long time, and a respected citi-

zen of Toronto, who is here present to-day, as

one of the first assessors of the new Maritime

Court of Ontario (I mean Captain Taylor), was

anlong the first who saw the necessity of ixitro-

ducing the generai rules and laws of the sea into

this Province, and advocated the establishmenlt

of a Court amoflg us with maritime juriediction,

to protect the just riglits of seafaring men and

maritime commerce.
IlThe Imperial authorities could not see thefr

way clear how to deal with this matter ini the

out8et, but in 1876 the late Minister of Justice,

Mr. Blake, visited England on behaif of the Do-

minion Government, to confer with lier Majestyls

Government regarding, among other things, the

question of Maritime Jurisdiction upon the in.

land waters of this Province. He addressed the

Secretary of State for the Colonies, the Eari of

Carnarvon, reminding him that the Canadian

Governalett had corne to the conclusion that the

proper course was Wo establish Courts of Mari-

time Juritidiction on the great lakes and other

inland waters of Canada by local legisiation.
After a conference with the Registrar of the High

Court of Adxniralty, and further correspondence
with the Colonial Department, the Imperial


