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SECOND THOUGHTS.

Are second thoughits always best? Somne-
times they are. If ail Impulses wvere good,
thien It might lie that first thouglit would
be the best. As tbey are flot, and as Inmpress-
ions as weil as Impulses need questloning ae
to their riglit to, le indorsed and obeyed, it
Is safest and best to sulimit thein to, the
tcsting of reason and the Word o! God first.

But oftentimes Satan steps up when an
impulse is good and rIglit, .when first
thougbts are proper and best, and suggests
ail inanner of selisii considerations, so that
second tijouglits are not as good as the first.
Many a man's heart at first prompted bene-
volence, but the miser in hlmi decided to hold
on to is money, so, bis first thoughts were
the best. Wlien the Holy Spirit speaks dir-
ectiy to the sou], then first thouglits are ai-
ways best.-Cliristian Witness.

A LIGHT UNTO MY PÂTE.
Pam cxix: 105.

A real Chîristian wIil lie a true lover of the
Bible. There Is scarceiy a better test. If
the nove] or the newspaper takes the place o!
the Bible on is table or ln bis mind., then It
is clear that the world lias taken the place
o! God ln lits hicart. If a man's Bible be
dlean and briglit, and unsullied l'y use, un-
defiied by contact with daiiy lle, bis soul Is
flot.

There is nu better spiritual barometer to
test the> true condition o! the soul's atmos-
phiere. Rle to whomn the Bible seems weari-
somle, monotonous, unint.eresting, bas good
cause for aiarm. Thç neglect of It springs
fromn coidness of affection toward Its Author,
and disiike o! Hia rebukes.

Whoever wants to, grow ln grace, simply
must study the Bible. It le the ivay to, gain
stabliity of doctrine, su as not tu, be carried
about with every wlnd o! opinlon.-Christ-
Jan Standard.

SELF-INDULGENCE.
One factor wilch contributed to Tohn the

Baptist's greatness was th-- fart that iuc
avoided those things whieh would bave blit-
Lied, or crushied and destroyed, is soul. lie
'vas great ln the siglit o! the Lord, and lie
drank neither wine nor strong drink.
WVhether we regard this as a sigiu o! hîs con-
S1eration-his Nazariteslhip--or consider
the statement In Itself, It teaches an Impor-
tant lesson.

Seif-seeking Is destructive of true greatness.
There is no true greatness witbout entîre
consecration to, God. Su long as we live
for Self, we cannot lie great ln tbe siglit of
God.

Self-indulgence is also the eneny o! reai
'tobility. We caîi neyer lie great Il we yield
to appetites whicb dethrone the Teason,

which Infiame the evîl passions, wbich de-
stroy the wiii, which degrade the affections,
whbiclh render us unfit for life's duties, from,
the ioviiest to the most sacred.--Sel.

FIRE LOW.

A deal of lead Is wasted la battie by tire-
ing over persons' heads, and a deal ot breath
Is wasted ln preachiiîg ln the sanie way. The
best arguments are ofteii the siniplest and
homeilest. Tihe Savlour denît with thlnis-
which everybody knew and understood. We
have ln bis sermons, wbich the commoiî peo-
pi beard su giadily, nu far-fetched arguments
or ciassicai allusions, but lie tailis o! fisher-
men and their nets, ot tbe sower And lils
seed, o! the lien gatliering ber chickens, the
bushaudman pruaing bis vines, the shepherd
dividing the sheep from the goats.

If we bave to prove a tact lui order to>
!ound or Illustrate an argument, our task 19
sumewbat cumplicated, but If we can use an
admitted tact, then our work Is materiaiiy
abridged. Hence It le Important that we
deal witb familar niatters ln a familiar
way

The people to lie reached by the truth are
not a few scores o! cultured, scholarly men
and women, but thousands o! sensible, hard
workiag, anid hard-faring honiest people, wboý
need the gospel to lie their hope and conso-
lUation, their guide and strength.

These moa shouid lie reacbed and instruct-
ted and heiped; but to do thîs we must stand
upon their level, and talk o! thlngs wbieh
tiuey can uaderstand, tbings within their
reacli, so that the common people wiii beau,
us gladly, as tbey beard Hlm ln whom were
"blid ail tbe treasures o! wisdom and know-
ledge,"1 and yet whose words were clear as
crystai, and simple as the utterances uf
childhood.

His thouglits and words were divine, yet
lie talked o! birds on the wlng, o! sparrows
and doves, o! iost gbeep aiud lost sîlver, o!
new patches on old garments and new wlne
In old botties, ot foollsh boys wiio left home
puffed up witb pride, and camne liack huxii-
gry and humble, disenchanted and puverty
strickea.

His illustrations camne directiy 'to thxe
bearts o! men. H1e spake as neyer men spake
and wbea we are able to get down t rom the
stilte of our Iearned conceit and "cornde-
scend to mcan o! iow estate,1" we shall final
that men wili hear the gospel now as they
heard It then, If ive wili preacb lt as It was
then preacbed, and preacli it to the beart.

It 18 an "cevii heart of unbelielF' which
ieads mien te depart from the livIncr Gocl. It
Is "1witb the beart man lielieveth unto
righteouisne.rs," and If we are to, wIn mea
to the Lord we must lire low and wln tbeir
hearts as iveli as their heails, their hurnan
sy-mDathies as. weli as their Intellectual con-
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