
emeX st POS6s speci

:fznlstudy~ foriit ise~Vidoat thiLt its meme' mnuspoes pca
adaptfions. for' suxgh an aquatic life. What are some of theser
adaptatins? ln the first place, we observe that. miost'-of thei

are perennial, and have welI-developed- rootstock systens in the

Ioose*.soif bétow the surface of the-water.. FromIn theý rootstoçks,

arise vertical branches be.aring the beaves atndfloWers. AgÈain, tbeI

-tissues of such -rootstoclcs are, spongry-in texture, and contaip'
rnany aii cavities, for saine provrisiçfl must be nmade for the suPÈlJý
'of dxYgeh requisite for the respirat ion of the living cells. More-

* ,over, the steins bave but littie need of mechanical woody tisgue

on gdcount of the buoyancy of the water, or of cork because the

-plant is- ctmpelIeO mainly to absorb its food directly through the

walls iii«contaet with. the water.
The leaves of thèse aquatic plants are also adapted ini many

ways to .the mediumn in- whi.ch they live. The floating leaves are

oval or gVtie$-shaped, asý is the case with -the pond-lules ; while

the subnergàéd leaves are eitber dissectedl or ribbon-lie, as in
somne pond-weeds, water-milfoils and water buttwr-cups. Oftep-

the upnder surfacecf' floating leaves is purpie to absorb as much of

t~he heat as possible. The arrow-leafs have peculiar arrow-head

1: saped leaves, buit oçcasionally one finds submerged formns that

are grass-like. -

- The reproduçtion of these plants is interesting. Theflpwers à

'' are all bdrne on or above the surface of the water, and the. pollenL is carried' by minçis, çurrents, of water, or by insects in the ease
of eonspicuouse flowérs likç the pond-lilidg. Moreoyer, thi sedB

o. f mostýof these. plantsare able:ta float on accourit of the preseec

of air ýceItiç», and are scattered by currents. -Bud propaat i

aise is very ommron. SpeciaLb:ds containing much food drop of f[ Furtiier. it will be ohserved that the intricate net work of -

rit and horizontal branches at the edge of the water collect slt.

and entangle fallen deai plants. In a short tine the mnud aqcû-
-Mtalates to such an extent that the water becornes sufflieql
shallow to aUow flags and rushes, te develop and poust. the former.
pwners. Theïe in tura will give place te joe-pye. weeds,,apdwil-

t nifé rposessi cft~ shall0ow
jows, and so thç,st ruggle goes on o psesilno
Waters and an extension of'the shore.


