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to Christ from different clnsses, and peo-
bably from the relatives and friends of the
individual.  His feclings being  strongly
roused, and having found no satisfaction in
the ways of sin, or folly, or irveligion, and
belioving these converts to have attained
true comfort in their surrender to God and
his ways, he decides to follow their ex-
ample, andsunite with the people of Christ.
He duesso he is received, and conceives
thatallis right.  But alas, he has never been
brought off from self - dependence, aud
built exclusively on the Redeemer.  His
joys soon vanish, and he withereth away.

7. False foundations may be luid, on
which a man may repose his trust, and neg-
lect genuiue conversion,  Many who bave
the scripturesin their hands, and who should
know at least the elements of Gospel truth
are so far mistaken as to ascribe a saving
cflicacy to the participation of christian or-
dinances—DBuptism and the Lord’s Supper.

No substitute can be provided for con-
version, or, in other words, for repentance
towards God on account of sin, for faith in
Christ for bis salvation, and for asurrender,
on these grounds, to the scrvice of the
Redcemer.

BROKEN THINGS.

BY THE REV, J, JENKINSON.

redecmn us from the fearful, but righteous,' (James iii. 17), and flies from the trans-
sentence of the law which we have broken. gressor, as the timid pmtridge flies from the

The covenant of works has been broken. sportsman.  No wonder, therefore, that
Reluctant as we should be to hold our- &mongst beings so sinful as man her in-
selves responsible for every thitsg which has fluence has been broben. The peuce of

been said on this subjeet, we think it can-

stantially that of a representutive of his
posterity 3 nor, that this neeessanly involved
an engagemeat or covenant that obedience
on his part shonld ensure his blessedness
aud theirs, disobedience entail upon lum-
self and them territic retvibution,  Sed, un-
utterably sad, is the refléetion, that the
latter of these alternatives has befallen us,
The covenant has been broken; its advan-
tares abandoned; its penaltics incurred!
Thus “by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and =0 death
passed upon all men” {Rom, v. 12).

4 Bless’d with the joys of innocence,
Adam, our father, stood,

‘Thll he debas’d his sond to sense,
And ate the unlawful food,

© «# Now we are born a sensual race,

To sinful joys inclin’d ;

Reuson has lost its native place,
And flesh enslaves the mind.”

This covenant and ils infraction scems to

be intentionally ilustrated by that which

What a world of broken things is this in, was made with the Israelites at Sinai, con-

which we live! We daily walk over bro-, cerning wlich we read, “If . . .

ken stones, feed on broken grain, and are
Warmed with broken fuel; whilst every
Jumber room probably contains broken
toys, broken working took, broken articles
of houschold furniture, and other broken
things besides. Every coachmaker's yard
exhibits broken vehicles, with broken axle-
trees, broken springs, broken shafts, or
broken wheels; and every infirmary is oc-
cupied by paticnts with broken thighs
.broken legs, broken ribs, or broken con-
stitutions.

Yes, verily, this is a world of broken
things. And, alas, this is true in more so-
lemn and important vespeets than those
we have enumerated.,

The law of God has been broken. The
substance of that law is, “Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, aud
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind:

. and thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self” (Matt. xxii. 37-—40), This law, like
its Author, is “holy, just, and good,”—holy
in its nature, just in itsrequirements, bene-
volent in its tendency. Yet, holy, just,
and good as it is, it has been broken uni-
versally, constantly, futally. Hence the
certainty that by the deeds of the law no
man living can be justified. Hence our
guilty, lost, and ruined state. Hence our
need of divine mercy.  Hence the suitable-
pess and preciousness of the work of Christ
who was made acurse for us that he might

Al . .
1 will even appoint over you terror, .

yo break
.my covenants: 1 also will do this unto you:

"and I will sct my face agninst you,” &e.
i(Lev. xxvd. 13—17).  Yet in this case, as
in that of our first father, regard neither to
to the divine Author of the coyenaut, nor
to its promises or its threatenings, was
suflicient to induce compliance with its re-
quirements; for thus saith the Lord, “ Be-
hold the days come that I will make 2 new
covenant with the house of Israe], and with
the house of Judah; not according to the
covenant which I made with ther fathers
in the day that I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the lawnd of Egypt (which
my covenant they break, although I was a
husband unto ther), saith the Lord” (Jer.
xxxi. 31, 32).

The bonds of divine authority have been
broken.  The language of unregenerate
men in reference to Jehovah and his an-
nointed, virtually is, “Let us break their
baunds assunder, and cast away their cords
from us” (Ps.ii. 3). Aad, alas, though
not fully, they too fearfully succeed. In
their infatuation they break through the
fence with which God in his goodness had
encompassed them, reject. his controul,
abuse his benevolence, despise his authoiity,
defy his omnipotence, provoke his justice,
and arouse his wrath!

T%he sceptre of peace has been broken.
Peace cver follows in the train of puvity

i the world has been broken.  Wuy,

not be rensonably contvoverted, that the} «The ditest scourge offinded Heaven efer sent
relative position in which the father off  From helrs abyss for human pushment.»
mankind was originally placed, was sub-!

sisat once the fruit and the penalty of sin.
“Lhe peace of nations has been broken. Sin
_mahes every man selfish; and thus excites
-anger, strife, envy, discontent, hatred, und
;8 thousand other esils inimical to_national
- prospenity and peuce. The peace of famelics
t bas been broken.  How frequently is dis-
leord found where religion, reason, natutal
affection, and true self-interest might be
expected to ensure uninterrupted harmony
and love. Peuace of contcienwe has been
broken. Thisis the natural, the inevita
ble result of enmity to God: for where
peace with God is absent, lasting peace of
mind must necessarily be wanting.

Che limits within which it is requisite to
restrict our remaks, prevent our specify-
ing other things whose fracture furnishes
oceasion for unmingled vegret. “We muy,
however, notice one or two of & somewhat
different character.

The body of Christ has been broken.
That body which was prepared expressly
by God himself as the meet associate of
his divine nature, waslacerated by scourges,
torturcd by crueifision, and pierced by the
spear.  Still we question whether ecither

.| of these is the chief thing denoted by our

Lord’s reference to his broken body. His
hemrt was broken! not merely in a figura-
tive sense, but literally.  An emiuent phy-
sician has recently shown that, great as are
the pains of crucifixion, it is highly impro-
bable that these alone would have occasi-
oned tlic Saviour’s death within the space
of six howrs. He, therefore, infers that he
died of a literally broken heart; a fact
which appears to be amply evidenced and
designedly indicated by the statement of
the evangelist, that “one of the soldiers
pierced bis side, and forthwith there came
out blood and water” (John xix 34); his
heart being ruptured by cxcessive agony,
its contents had flowed out into the peri-
cardium (or heart-bag), and bad there
naturally sepavated into erassamentum and
serum, which in common language may,
without impropricty, be termed bloed and
water* Nothing can present a2 more
striking  proof of the intense and over-
whelming ahouish which our Redeemer
suffered; noilting mere forceably demon-
strates the desert of our transgressions;
noth’mg, therefore, more deserves to be
borne in mind in the ordinance which ho
expressly instituted for the perpetual com-
memoration of his death.  Hence the pro-

t

*Dr. Stroud on *The Physical Causeof the death
of Christ.”’




