
ORIGINAL SK~ETCHI OP SERMON.

was ilperfect and iiprighDlt," &-c. It is said of Zachiaïiahi and Eliza-
beth, Luke i. 6, tliat " that they were both rightcous before God,
-walking in ail the commandments and ordinances of thie Lord,
blamelcess."1 The Seriptures teachi that this boliness is sccured
thiroughi the blood of the Lamb. At best " -we aie nprofitable ser-
vants." God wîll accept no amotint of good works as a substitute
for purity. Our nature mnust bechagdw must be regeuieraýted.
Sec John iii. 3-8 ; Rev. vii. 9-17 ; 1 Tiinothy i. 5; 2 Cor. i. 12.
Good works arc not meritorious, as the Rornish Chiurcli teaches ;
nor yct unnccssary, as lield by Antinoinians. Sec James ii. 17, 26.
They arc to bc takzen as the evidences of' our faith in christ, and of
our justification through Ilis atoneinent.

Il. We h ave next to consider thie righitcousnless of thie scribes
and 1'harisees.

1. The Scribes. These -were men of learnin, particularly ac.-
quainted withi the Jewislh law, and professionally instructors of thc
people. They kept an account of publie acts and occurrences,
offlally recording important transactions. The Scribes formed a
part of thle great council of the Jcws, and in thiat capacity figurcd
at Christ's trial, and at the investigations tu Ahc t I psl-s
were subjcctcd, sec Acts xxiii. 1-10. Thecir righiteousuess con-
sisted in tlieory. They stored tlicir minds wvitIi the ceremonial law
and thie prophietie writigs, rclying on thiese more, intellectual acquisi-
tions, and a rigid niorality, for eternal life-. Tlius many now base
tlîeir hiope, ou a sound crced, a good education, &c. Somie brin- up
thieir sons "ifor thie chiurch" without their having e.xpericnced a
chiange of heart. Mauiiy evil- itre thie rcsult,-irrcligiotus ministers,
erroneous doctrines, undue I)roinece given to, forins and cereinc,-
nies, Apostolical succession, and au unhioly blcndiîig of religious
-%ith civil miatters.

Now, no objection to, lcarning ; but it must bc, subservient to
religion, îot supersede it. A thorongh literiry training, and an
intimate knowledgc of the Seriptures are enýjuined upon ail; but
these %vilI ixot sai-c the son]. A newv beart is stili indispensable..
Sanctifi'cd learning is a grcat instrument of uscfuliiess.

2, Tlz luiccs
The most nuimerous religions sct anîong thle Jews. They

includcd niost of the 'Scribes, and the majority of the people.
Their naine wvas derived fromn the Ilebrew ecrash, to sepa-
rate, and doubtlcss they wverc, originally distinguishied for their
Piety an) good work-s. But thley were fcarfally corrupt in thie days


