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SUHOOL EXAMINATIONS.

Muchi lias becit said for and against examinations as ait
education-al means to an end, aidl there is no dloubt that
nuany pertinient thingrs dit ficuit to answer can be brought
lbïrwa.rd to showv their inefficiency as tests of a studenit's
ability ini its highiest seise. At the sainle tinte, however,
there is no doubt that, until sornething- better is fotund, to
take their place, examinations mnust fort ant delnt of
every efficienit systent of istruction; for the object of iii-
sItuctioni is not rnerely to place kniowledgre beibre a pupil,
but also to sce that hie grasps the knlowledge so preseitedto
him and uinderstands it arighlt. It is iii this last connection
that the uisefuhiiess of exantinations is apparent. 13ut thiere
is atiother purpose wvhich these so-called. iniquisitionis are
mnade to serve; they are frequent-lv, perhaps alas-frit
is difficult: to climiniate the competitivc element-considered
as tests of superiority. Though this latter eleinent is flot
to be cotisidered as the better oie, thiere must be ajudiejous
adinixture of the twvo iii every properly conducted examin-
ation. For, taking humiaii nature inito accounit, soute ad1-
vanitage muist attend success if the energries of the candi-
dates are to be inicited to their fulflest.

Ainongr the various sehool studies, àL will ho readily sceii
that soute zire better adapted for pur-poses of examiiîation
than others. For instance, ini the case of subjects like Clas-


