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- 111B early Iiistory of Treland is shrowded in obseurity;
our knowledge of Ireland duriîig pagan. tiines. lias
coule down to us titrougli the liaxec of tradition, etmi-

ÎMbodied iii the Sagas, tile A)nnatls of the Pour Mses
and those toueliing foik-songs whieh. Irisl writers assert. imay
stili lielheard anon- thie people in isolated Ipoitir)nîs of the' ishînd.

The lirst linown iniliabitants of Ireland %vere th'ai M-ilesianis;
tradition bias it tlîat, after the confusion. of tongtics at the' tower
of B3abel, the early 'Milesians -iended thecir ivay westvard-( and
setled on thic oast of Spain; as their mnmber inereased so also
did. tleir desire for adventure. On one of thecir sea-faring e.çpe-
ditions, tlîey eaughit siglit of Ircland, and being favorably liii-
prcssed with the green-elad his, and riigged coast of ilie lnew
]ana, thîey ]aîîdcda and foîîndcd a settlieier" Ilucre, icaliing the
isand, the "land of Eire."

Lik-e the Aztccs of Mexico, and the early peoples of Sonth
Arnerica. a shiroud of my3stcry suirromnds the first-rnientioîîedl li-
habitants of Ircland. The Milosians negiect to infon us of themn
ho any exteîit- Mie question reiiains uusolved. *Who thiese early
-people wcre. whcere did tlcy corne froîx, were thîey cxt-reîniy
barbarous? aud inany suclh questions arc of littie avýail. serving
as stuiîiibliîig bloctks to the cager stitdeiits anîd proving a. bolle
of contention ainong Icarnedl anhiqiiariains and Gaclic historians.

Coniccrniiug, the M-\ileýsiauis tlîcîîîseivcs. our Izio,,,ledge is dle-
rivcd front mlythical sources; iiiytiiiea-l or not. flie "a.-dveitture-s
of ÇCtiîliu and the Ried Cross haniglîts," "hlie illisfortillics of
Qucen Mr;eve.'e and otiier lcgcîxds arc full of fritful rcading,
containing a:3 they dIo that, spirit, of ciar :d"ern-&
iîIiil modern writers wvisii to picture cxistiîig so iiiivcrsally

during the ea«rly and niiddlce .

Tradition aga-in tells us tliat, six hundrcd ye.-rs before Christ,
,a parliainent ivas asseîuhled at Tara, presided over hy the 4 Ard-
ri" or higi-king, :aud conîposed of thc chiefs or prine-S of the
more poivcrful class. Anotiier .spice of tradition, tells US of ani
Inisl Prince and a fcw followers wlîo ivcrc present aIt Chnrist's;
crucifixion, rcturning houle and dcvoting thcmlselvcs to the illost
rigorous zaistcritics for the rernainder of thecir lires, they Nvcrc
so affeed 1)y the siglit of the Saviour on the Cross.
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