
re coi s:rscken homes, may wrell quicken the autharaties (c do
.. their iitmost ta cepe intelligently wath a danger wbîc.b tbreat-

ai ens the very existence of 'th- empire.
d ln soma of te ncwspapCr descriptions of scenes wbach are
a allcged ta bave occurrcd last month in tbe neighbourbood cf
y Osaka, we read of falang bouses, crusbed bodies, burnang
s timbers, etc. 'This language as fiable te convcy an entirely
i taise impression. £vern in Tokyo, the capital, with lis more
n. than a million of inhabatants, tbere are few bouses thai could
n lail very far, or beneatb which any une would bc very sari-
y ously înjured. Rarely bas one cf themn a cellar, consequently
c it as impossible that «Ipeople lied there for refuge, but were

re kalled by falang bem. In vacw of tte certanty of cartL-
te quakes the bouses seîdom exceed one stcrey tor one and a.

,.hall> in heigbt. Ibey rest on foundaion. tim bers whitb are
e completely islolaied frem the ground. Tbey are buit et wroodi
1 and are purposely of chcap and laght construcion. Hence
i. si as that wbnn fires break eut the unsubstantial c.baracter cf

. these structures rendets %hem an easy prey ta the flames-
il with the attcndant advantage, bowever, that everyting c.an
s bc tic; completely resiored withîn a week or two tbat a stran-
y ger migbt searcb an vaia foi the scene cf the conflagration.

lu Even the caties cf Japan are arcbîtecturally a blank , vaewcd
n from a hcigbt, <inly the occassonal Pagodas rase above tbe
g monctencus dead level cf countless 10w roofs. Hence the
r loss cf ene's bouse an Japan as net so sericus a anatter as it
k might seem. It wall be quîckly rccogn-ted, however, that the

ly upsettang cf brazicrs, wbach an tbe Sunrise Kingdom, are the
n universal substatute for chamneys and grates, idds invariably
r the devastation of fire te the bavec of unpitying earthquake.
t Nevertheless Japan awes much ta tbîs very scourge fromt
y wbîch it would tain be trac. It cwes, pranaarily, its very ex-
hl astence. This is ne idle conjecture, but is the deliberate testi-
0 mony of some of the leaders la geological research. Thera
nl bas been cf course subsidence as weIl as upheaval , but in

the succession cf the ages many nf the 3,eoo islarads wbich
a now canstitute the dominions cf t ea Mikado bave doubtless

cene into man's knewledge simpi>r because tbey bave been
pushed aboya the level ai the sea. Tbe saine remark hoîds
truc cf cîber areas cf the Paciflc, mucb cf whose bcd bas
been cepeatcdly rant by remorseless volcanîc Titans, and
whose island-dotted surface was once a vast uninbabited
waste. There is ne ocean wbose engulfing waves bave se

y ollen parted te receiva the bapless dead, or te yield ta the
s living some demain cf enrapturing beauty.

* For Japan owes aise sema cf the fairest of ils landscapes
Int the unwelcomed eartbquake. Snow-cappcd Fisilama, te
wbicb grand upspringing mouintain, allusion bas already

f been made, would net bc (ound to-day lifting ils bead i 2,000
1 cet iet the air bad net the surrounding huis once struggled

il an the tbroes cf a terrible convulsion. Se cf cîber points
among the bigb places cf these islands, wbere the eye is

0 fairly bcwitched by scenes of surpassing leveliness. For nature
y bas taken, pains te obliterate, ian as far as possible, every
y vestige cf ber travail and direful struggle. The wounds cf

other days bave been healed, and where scars remain these
bave been skilfully hidden away beneath a mantle cf verdure

e and flowers.
* Netwitbstanding, tberefore, tbe risk even cf eartbquakes,
travellers will continue te flock ta the land cf the lotus, the

* cberry and the cbrysantbeaam. Tbere is something su,
unique and witbal se fascinating about botb its past and its
future, ils original iealousy cf ail foreign intrusion, ils; quaint

* buildings and temples and cbaracteristic costumes, its former
civilization and the rapidity witb wbich it is now exchang.
ing tbat civilization for the more modern ideas cf the wesî-

* ail this appeals strongly te tbose sentiments whicb are begot-
ten by sema stirring romance. WVe seern te drea;.u while we

* are awake, and we rejoice te ba assured that it is net aIl a
dream. japan is in truth a wonderland, wbich recent discov.
erers bave as yet not baîf explored. Sir Edwin Arnold, aver
wbose poetic temperament it bas easily thrown ils spell, de-
scribes il as "«a land cf gentle manners and cf rare fantasîic
arts."' To stand upon its sbores is ta, ba already capîivatcd
by it ; ta dwell witbin its borders is to make its cause ane's
own. Much cf anxiety, tberefore, and sympatby as have un-
doubîedly bean evoked by the distressing disaster cf Octo-
ber, Y89r, that avent wall serve raîber te tomn attention
afresb towards a distant islaud empire andi te intensify that
interest witb wbicb its remarkabla progress is everywbere be.
ing waîcbed and chronicled.

SUMMER SESSION.

MR. EDITOR,-Our Preshyteries must bave befere thern
souri the Remit cf the General Assembly on a Sunrmcr Ses-
sion for tbeological students, and every Presbytery bav:ng
mission stations in their hounds must bave seen the gcod
donc by willirig workers in these stations during sumrmer
lost by want of service during wintcr, andi bence aur mission
stations continue te be mission stations at a considerable
exuanse te the Home Mission Fund instead cf becoming
pastoral charges, through lack cf wintar work. What is pro-
pesed te, gîve neeled supply ta, these fields during winter as
a Summer Session cf students wbe wculd be able te work in
m rissaon fields during winter wben the zuaxmer workcrs !eave
the field for te college course in winter. The question is,

* caa such a sommer course be given ? And avould a suflicient
number cf students take sucb a summer course for the sake
ut out mission fields, and the progress and. growtb cf the

Cb1c lfl iet usnlt deubit for a mament the@ waqnt cf mi.

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAIN

âsien spiral an eut students 1 They will attend. Try theni
13 such a Summer Session possible i Sua.b a seàsion bas
been. For instance, in the ilDivinity Hall" c f tht Secessian
Church on Scotland, from wybîsh many ministers cama ta
Canada. This session coesistcd cf îwo menîba foi five
years. Most cf the students supportcd îhemselves hy ieaL-
ang sahools se that the Hall met during sc.hool vacation.1
Tht Professera were anînisters in charge of coogmegataoos.
Soch as Dr. B3almer, Berwick, Dr. l3rewn, Ednburgh , Dr.
Harper, Lcaîb, and Dr. Eadie, Glasgow, and their pulpaîs watt
supplied by mînastars duing the session appoîntd hy the
Syned. There were no collage buildings, a thurc.h being
used such as Bm -ughton ]Place, Edinburgb. Hence there was
little expense Studenîs having passed iheir arts tourse in
semae Unaversity and examaoed by tbear Preshyîery, bcaog
ccrtilledl were adaittedl ta the Hall andi attanded -lie junior
Hall two sessions, and the senior three. Euring the long
ecess aIl students were tandet the Lare of the Presbytary wth-

ln whose bounds they resided.
Such a course would eut ho an al ns deratls fitîed for

Canada, but it may show what a Church may do ta meet the
ugency cf a case. A thrce yoars' course an Theology would
ha better, and that, say, o! five months, say (romr the middle cf
March ta middle cf September, whith would ha equal te aur
winîer course cf six months, minus the Christmas vacation,
and weuld give lima foi stuuents te excbanga field for collage
or collage for field wthout leaving tht fields vacant. Sance
wiiting the aboya for your paper 1hbave read tht Rev. Dr.
King's latter in the issue cfi i zth uIt., which il is hoped wîlI
ha read, admimed, and acted on hy Preshyterts an consader-
ing the Remit, it scems ta open the way. There is a spirit
cf self-sacrifice in that ltter that must be admired in aur suc.
cessful Principal ef Manitoba Callege.

A PRESIIVTFRY CLERK.

RELIGION AND MORALIY.

MR. EnrrOIR,-ht is as certain as any fadt can he-and
preveti hy al isîory-that the safeîy cf avary state and pao-
pIe dapends upon tht purity cf family life and the honour
axisting in maried hife betwccn the sexes. Now whilsî ve
bava many things in the Dominion cf Canada te regret-
among them the looseness of political marais among politi-
cians at Ottawa lately preved-yet as a people, especially in
Ontario, aur family homes are virtucias and parents strive
to bring up their chaîdren in a religieus way as a general ule.
It is not sa in many parts af the ntighibouring American
States. This is awing to the non-observance cf tbe Sahbath
laws and tht looseness of life amang married peopl-in
hearding-heuses and hotels. This loeseness bas ne more sure
Droof than that lately sbown hy one cf their aminent protes.
sors andi pasters wbereira it is publicly statedti tat within
twenty vears there bave been 328,788 divorces in varieus
States in the American Union. During the saine pariod an
tht Canadian Dominion (wide and extensive as it is and var-
ied somawbat in population) there bava net heen flfty divorces
granteti in aur Sanate. Divorces are oct encouragead, wbareas
in the Uuited States tbey are encouraged.

This tact calîs for louti comment andi solen nobservation
amongsî or people. t shows bow undesirable il is for us
te hacomne politically cennected wîîh se adultarous a people
as tht Americans are. We may well pray for thens, and hopa
Ccd will open tht eyes of that people tei theffinal resoît cf such
things. We know bow many good mcn and nemsen there
are in American States, but are sorry ta say, as cempareti
with the majarity, they are faw. 1 have coi fronsi that vary
superior paper, the Chicago Interior, the following item,
showînig the relagiaus stata among Young mcn a! that city.
There is a great deal cf religieus work donc in Chicago, but
wbat is the genaral charactar of the population ?

"The 'hllinois State Notes,' a Chrstian Association pub-
lication, makes tht follawing statement and estimate : «la
tht city cf Chicago there are 181 s-vangelical Churchcs.
Recent eoquiries were sent te al cf thasa, askang for the
total mambership of tht Churcb, the number of maie mem-
bers, the number of Young men between the ages of stxteen
and forty, anti the number ci boys belcw the age of saxtean.
Replias have bcen receîved (rom sîxty-ane, fifty-seven of
which report 3,90M Young mean in memnbersbip. As twenîy-
ibrea cf the Churches reperting hava a mambersbap cf 400
or avar, it seams but fair ta regard themn as fully ip te tht
average cf the Churchas cf the city in membership. Taking
thesa figures at thear full face valua ihe average is sixîy-nine
young mea te each Church, as raporteti. Pravideti tht saine
average wera maintained thrcugbout ail the Churchc..s cf tht
city, there would hc (oued but 12,500 Young men la tht cern-
hineti membersbip. Frcm tht census it was sbown that oaa-
fifth of the total population ware mon betwacn tht ages cf
sixtean and fcnty. Certainly Chicago bas as bigb a propor-
tien, for 220,000 aYoung men, cf whem less than 1i2,500 are
ccnnecîed witb aIl the evangelical Churches combined-five
anti twe.îbird per cent. cf the Young Mea in the evangelical
Churches, scarcely mort than'one in twanty. '"'-hu'erior, Sep-.
lember 3, .r89z.

We ZeeOc ut cf 220,000 Meni cf a certain age only i12,500s are
cennected in Chicago witb the evangelical Churches.

Now we doubt it wiii befeund that there is a similar stateocf
things in other large American citims What can ha said cf
New Orleans, St. Leuis, Cincinnati, Detroit, Buffalo, NSew
York and even Boston? 1 attrihute this state cf things ta
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the .ofliene cf émamotai Euaû,oean Populations in Part, aD"
inuia&)t the state o!f am..y h.i.ne lue and the divorce systemn
an vogua. There as stiml another (nuIt, and that is the ifant
of Jeep spaaaala appeals by the inasters in tbeis Churches
aga.rist adulteay and t.uaus h.abits. The Roiman Catbolic
Chut-.h now su laige In the !United States inceasing al
the tgme, bas alsu adde%! an ..srease te v ài r No country
thoroughly landes the K.man Catholt. religion was ever
moral. W.îness Itaiy and Spaa cf aId and tbe South Amer,
cao rapuhlics now. Wbhat can be said cf them ?

WVe bava abundant re. j is ta thank God for the faiib-
fulness of aux Canadin Gospel minsters generally. Vet we
reasonaby e.Ape,.t.îmute devotedness aven fatum tbem. Then
we reIlce.t how (,ad bas Jentouraced adltltrous conduci .%mcng
the jews of aid and ad'fahera nations how pure and boly
the religion of Jesus às -hoav àmptrativc the ON and New
Testaments arc as te these doctrines and for the sacredness cf
famély life, tbe obed;enc.c cf children and the ronstant te
membrance cf God in prayar. WVe as a people sbould be
wat.hful that oui country shalh net decline in the loue of
Ced. hi is far bettcr for us te bc less in populaion, net so
fond of gold &od riches, but pure at home, The Jews faited
as a people annoct observing tbe moral law The old nations,
like tbe Syrians, Bahylonmans, Egyptians and Romans, came
te a speedy corrupt end by their adulterous and corrupi mam-
ily life. M.%odemn European nations are tbreatened witb the
saine evils. Only their great arniies preserve peace. Tbe
remedy is trust in the religion cf Jasus-puarding family lufe-
appeals from tbe pure and evangelical pulpits cf aIl countries.
As we sow we will reap as private people or nations.

CriiARi.r-s DuRAND.

THE12PROJiIEITION M4O VEMlENF.

MR. EDIroa, The Prohibition pc'itiens presenîed ta
the Gemmons at the last session bave anet been withnut
effect. Temperance people howcvem should tnet rest satisfied
witb the temporary advanîage but should fellow il up with
greater effort. Sir John A. Macdonald indicated the line cf
action when in addressîng a temperance delegation hie said,
II sheuld accede te the request cf these petitions I shaîl
alacriate many voters. Cao yeu gîve mereasonahie assurance
cf increased support te ceunater-balance this less ? "

The Licensed Victuallers' Association with the 50,000
votes at ils command rules Canadian politics and dactates te
bath political parties. It would transfer ilis entire support
ftrm one te the other in twenty-or heurs if aither sbould
kick ever the traces. The politicians realize tbis and
candidly declare il polîtacal suicide for a parîy ro take a
stand that wall alienate the support cf the liquor association.
Naither the Liberals nor the Conservativas as a party support
the îraffic as a 'natter cf choîce but of necessity. If a party
were sure cf receiving the support cf 5oooic temperance men
le coonleraci the loss cf the tiquer voie, affairs weuld assume
a different aspect. The country is net ready (or Prohibition,
and il neyer will ha tilt 5o,ooo prohîbitionisîs cao he coonîed
on as safely te vote theirprinciples as the votes cf the liquor
men can be counted an where the interests cf their traffic are
cencerned. Fafty thousand electers pledged toi "Prohibition
frst, Politics afterwards" means the death kneli to tht
accursed traffic on Canadian soil. Fîfty lhousand pledged
electors ta coontemact the 50.000i votes controlled by tbe
Liaensed Victuallers' Association will salve the problern of
tbis century. Fifîy thousand Chrisuians who place the cause
cf Ged aboya the cause cf party can surely ha secureti. If
tnet. Ged hale us. Tht Canadian Iloice bas taken up tbe
werk with a illîngness which shows ils inclination to branch
out on broader liecs than these laid down by the so.called
Third Party. Il agmees te print and furnish, fret of charge,
tht follewing pledge for circulation by Churches, Temper-
anca Secieties, and Clubs -

PLEDGE.

"We the undersigned electers, being profeundly impressed
waîh tht neeti cf grealer puraîy in Canadian pelitics, and con-
sasus of rthe aggressive powver cf the liquoir îraffic and the
overwhelming evils-polatical, andostrial, and meral-grow-
aeg out cf st, believe that a strong influence would be axerted
tapona publac. sentiment. and a long sîep taken towards tht
eradication cf these evils if the enemies of the liquoir îraffic
woold present as united a front as the liquer dealers do when
their business is attackad. We therefora agrceheafter ta
voiee oly for such party as shaîl make a total Prohibition cf
tht liquor traffic a plank in its platform, and in tht executien
of this pledge promise te work on sucb lines as shall hc deter-
mined upan by a maj'rity vote of a Prohibition Convention
te ha called for that purpese, provided the signatures of 5oooe
voters be sacured to Ibis pledge.'

No ana is hound until the 5o,orio signatures are
secorad, afier wbîcb each will ha notified, and a monster cen-
vention calcd at semai central place te map out planas for
future work.

This is tht natural outcome and supplement cf the Pata-
lion movement.

Who will assist in carrying il forward ?
A.mlierst, N.S. 1. BRYENTON.

'JIR VVILLIA.M MA..K1riâ0âO bas gaVeU $4,500 te the building lad
of the new Frac North Church, Inverness.


