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ch urch. The Commissioners were unable 10 be pre-
sent owing to the ice blockade at Sarnia, but he was
able to speak confldently regarding the feelings of the
congregation. On the motion of Rev. Dr. Proudfoot,
seconded by Rev. Mr. Camelon, the caîl was sustain-
cd, and Rev. Mr. Tbompson was appointed to prose-
cute the caîl before the Straîford Presbytery. Rev.
Mr. Tbompson gave notice that lie ould moderate in
the call for the congregations of Bear Creek and
Brigden. Rev. J. A. Murray asked the permission of
the Presbytery t0 resign bis position on the Commit-
tee appointed to make arrangements for a Sabbath
School Convepition. le was persuaded, bowever, 10

continue bis connection wiîh tbe Comimittee. Rev.
Mr. Goodwillie gave notice that at the next meeting
he would move that the Presbytery holcl six regular
sessions during the year. Rev. Mr. Henderson gave
notice that at the next meeting be would inove that
the various ministers canvass families conîribuîing to
the ordinance fund, with a view of diminishing the
demands upon the central fund. The case of a
student aI Wardsvilhe, wbo ivas receiving a sîipend
below that auîhorized by the Presbytery, was brought
10 the notice of the Presbytery. A commitîee con-
sisting of Rev. Messrs. Miloy, Henderson and Mc-
Eachern, were appeinted 10 wait upon the Wardsville
congregation, and endeavour 10 induce tbem 10 raise
the amount 10 the required standard. Tbe final trial
discourse of Mr. Galloway, of Lucan, was heard and
sustained. On motion it was resolved 10 boid the
ordination and induction on bbe î9îh insî., Rev. Mr.
Ballantyne to preach, Rev. H. Currie to address tbe

p eople, and Rev. Mr. Rennie 10 address the minister.
The ordination and induction of Mr. Kippen at
Dorchester was appointed to take place on the 251h
inst., Rev. G. Cutbbertson 10 preach, Rev. J. A. Mur-
ray to address the minister, and Rev. Mr. Camehon
the people.-The Presbytery tben adjourned.-G.
CUTH-BERTSON, PreS. C/erk.

PRESBYTERY 0F OTTAWA.-This Presbytery held
its last regular meeting in St. Andrew's Cburch,
Ottawa, on Taesday, Feb. 41b, when the following -

business was transacted: The Rev. F. W. Farries was
elected Moderator for the ensuing six months. Power
to moderate in a caîl was granted to the congregation
of Manotick and Gloucester. A standing order of
business for each quarterly meeting of Presbytery was
adopted. Mr. McDiarmid tendered his resignation
of the pastoral charge of Russell and Gloucester, in
order that the Presbytery may e-arrange that field.
Tbe resignation was laid upon tbe table, and a Pres-
bytenial visitation appointed to be beld at Russell, on
Monday, March 3rd, at 2.30 p.m., and at Gloucester
the day following at one o'clock p.m. The mission
station of Iunthey and Kinburn was raised to the
status of a vacant congregation. The congregation
of New Edinburgh were allowed 10 secure their own
supply for the remainder of the quarter. t was
agreed to send the Rev. D. McNaugbton on trial as
ordained missionary 10 Aylwin and the Desert. The
Rev. J. White read an iilteresting report on Statistics.
The following Commissioners were appointed to the
General Assembly: Ministers by rotation-M essrs.
Carswell and Farries; by balot-Messrs. Fairlie,
Whillans and Armstrong. Elders-Messrs. Daniel
Cameron, I-ugh Allen, John Thorburn, George Iay,
and John Dunie. Messrs. Gordon and Armstrong
brought before the attention of the Presbyîery the
necessity of increased contributions Iowards the col-
leges, and missionary deputations who bave not yet
held meetings in their district were instrucîed to give
this malter special prominence at these meetings.
The following minute in reference to the resignjation
of the Rev. C. 1. Cameron, of New Edinburgh, was
adopted : " The Presbytery deeply regret that owing
to severe and protracted illness the Rev. Chas. Innes
Cameron has been ijnabl e 10 continue the active duties
of the ministry, and has therefore been constrained to
resign the pastoral charge of New Edinburgh; and it
is with sincere sorrow that they have felt compelled 10
accept his resignation. The Presbyîery desire 10 re.
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LESSON IX.

Marc>, 2, ~ T/JE P'R,4I'ER (?F T/IF i/NTX.JPam,

TO11: FEX'r.--" Wash me throughly from mine
iniquity, and cleanse me fromn my sin."- I'sàllm hJ. 2.

HOME Sl'uD11;.

MN. Psalîn vi. 1 -1o...Mercy sought.
1'. PSalm xxxviii. 1-22.. Supplication in distress.
W. Psaln i . 1-13 ... The prayer of ibe penilerit.
Th. Psalrn cxxx. 1-8 ... «Out of the deptbs."
F. Luke xv. 11-24. .. The return of the penitent.
S. Lukexviii. 10-14 . The pardon of the penilent.
S. Psalm cxvi. 1.19. ... The gratitude of the penitent.

HELPS l'O STIUDY.

This Psalm, written hy David, after hie had fallen into ter-
rible sin, when the faithful words of the prophet Nathan liad
aroused bis conscience (i Sam. xi. xii.), is the expression of
a deep and unfeigned repentance. TFhe home thrust IlThou
art the man," pierced him 10o his beirt and the psalm is but
the fuller record of the confession, "I1 have qiinned." "9So
profound a conviction of sin, so deep and unfeigned a peni-
tence ; so true a confession, a beait so tender, so contrite, a
desire so feivent for renewal, a trust so humble, so filial, in
the forgiving love of God, are wbat ive find nowhere else in
the Old Testamen~t, but what we nmigbî merely expect from
the man after God's own heart. "

Observe 1. THE Pi.EA-vers. 1, 2. This underlies the
wbole outpouring of the penitent heart. 'rhere is lbo.
Withouî il there can be no godly sorroi%, only remorse or
despaïr. This hope bas ils gpound and source not in self, in
self-confidence, or self-excusing, but in the Divine Mercy.
Ps. xxv. 6, 7, wbicb the psalmist exbausts words tc> describe.
t is flot only kindness, but loving-kindness, and tender.

mercies, flot one, but many, a multitude. So full, so
ricb, so frce, so manifold is that on which alone resîs ibe
sinner's hope. It is God's glory. Ex. xxxiii. 18, iî9; lis
deliglit, Mîcah vii. i8. In ibis plea tbere is briefly set forth
wbat is afterwards exemplifled, confession and power ; and
as tbe samne words recur, it will be best to consider themr as
tbey are expanded.

Il. Cu-NF EssioN -vers- 3-6. Il is ftum the very heart.
1 know, not merely Ilacknowledge. " He refers to Ihat
wbicb. is before confession and wbich leads 10 il. 1He
bias discerned the true nature of sin and of his cwn ex.
ceeding sinfuiness. He describes il by three words. Trans-
gression sets Forth the evil as a deparlure from God, defec.
lion from I-is will, renuncialion of H-is allegiance. distrust
of His love.

Sin describes the evil as "a comning short of the mark,"
of the ideal of manhood. Sin is unnatural, conlrary to our
nature. The sinless Jesus is tbe perfect man. Iniquity
sets forth tbe guilt we have incurred, tbe punisbmenî we de.
serve, the condemnation under wbich we lie. Sucb is tbe
dreadfui nature of the spectre wbicb haunîs the sinner. Iî
is, he says, ever before me; bie feels not merely tbe lerrorof
God's m-rath, but the sorrow of baving done despile 10 God's
love and goodness. For be adds, "against Thee, Tbee
only, have I sinned." This tbougbî swallows up every.
tbing else, even the wrong done to bis neigbbour. And even
the latter is in reality against God, in whose image lie was
made, and in wbose lite bie lives. IlWben ye sin againsî the
bretbren, ye sin against Christ." 1 COr. Viii. 12 ; Matt. xxv.
40.44.

That thou mightest be justified, does flot mean Ibat
the sin was done in order 10 set forth God's rigbteousness;
but that the confession was made so that God migbt be
proved rigbt and true in what He had said concerning the
guill ofîthe sinner; and is clearly indicaîed when He entered
mbt judgment wiîb and punished the lransgressor. In Ilosea
viii. 4, we flnd "that" used in a simîlarsense.

Sin in man is not a series of isolaîed acîs. Il consisîs in a
corrupt and sinful nature, of wvhicb the transgressions are
the outgoings. David acknowledges Ib is sinfulness ot bis
wbole being from ils very beginning, not in extenualion but
in aggravation of his offences. Il is sin in ils root, the in-
born sinfuiness wbicb corrupt children inherit from corrupt
parents-John iii. 6 ; Epb. ii- 3; job. xiv. 4. Hlence the
change wbich the sinner needs and wbicb God requires is a
mosl îhorough and radical one; nol mereiy reformalion, b>ut
regeneration. Thou desirest truth, reality, heart-fidelity,
in the inward parts; and in the hidden part, the inmost
recesses of tbe conscience and underslanding. Thon wilt make
me know wisdow, iili give enlightenmenî. Tbe fear of
tbe Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and Christ Ilimself is
wisdorm.

David shows that he bas been made wise unto salvalion.
He knows himseif, bis sin and need. Hie knows God, His
truîh wbich judges the sin, His mercy whicb brings salva-
lion. Have we attained 10 Ibis knowledge and bias il led us
10 confess our sins and casl ourselves upon the Divine
Mercy ?

III, Tin, PRAVER-vers. 7.13.

Higb Priest declares 10 the penitent, "Thy sins are foreven
tbee "-MatI. ix. 21 Luke vii. 48.

Thou shaît-bere is bis slrong confidence wbich makes
bis petition a declaraion-purge me wiîh hys-
sop (Note i) Luther translates, "lUnsin nie ith
byssop," set me free from ils guilt. The byssop was in
constant use in sprinkling the sacrificial blood-Ex.
Xii. 22, It was used in tue cleansing of a leper, and ofonte
defiled by contact with the dead-Lev. xiv. 4, 6, 49;Nttm.
xix. 6, i8; i Kings iv. 33-. David prays for Ibat cleansing
of which tbe sprinkling wiîb hyssop was but an eniblem and
symbol-lieh). ix. 19.

Hide Tby face from my sirîs. {God cani only look,
uipon sin in wrath and with dîspleasure. But God can
and.does look upon the sinnc-rs wibh love and in compas.
sion.

Notice, secondly, the resuis of the forgiveness. Pt-rfe' t
cleans.-ing-l shail be whiterîthan snow-Isai. i. 18. (Sodl'>
forgiveness is full and compîcte. The biood of Christ
cleanseîh (roin a// smn-i John i. 7. Joy and gladness
will spring U in bis heart wben God makes bim hîar the
message of Mis~ mercy, the assurance of forgiveness. Joy
is a fruit of the Spirit, a never-failing grace-Eph. ii. Io;
Gai. vi. 15.

2. Pras'er/or renewa-vers. 10- 12. He <lesires nol only
pardon, but enlire renewal of beart, sanctification, ho l>e
made holy.

Creale, tbe Christian is a new creature in Christ Jesus-
Epb. ii. io ; iv. 24; Jer. xxiv. 7 ; Ezek. xi. i19; xxxvi. 26.
This new nature is described as a dlean beart ; if you would
bave the slreams of lite pure, mako tule lienît pure wbence
they flow-Prov. iv. 23. Front an evil heait evil deeds wl
proceed-Mk. vii. 21. A steadfast spirit, one that is firm,
not easily swayed lhrougb its own weakness or through
blasîs of temptalion.

CasI menfot away. I-is longing and de4ire are for God.
He dreads separation (rom l-lim. Take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me. Hie sbudders lest he r-bouhd be left 10
bimself. I-le feels, as never before, bis ow.N weakness and
bis need for Divine belp lie cries oiut, therefore, for the
continuaI succour of tiný-t Divine Spirit, wbho is the oniy
source of every good tboughl, of every carnesl desire, of
every sbeadfasî resolve.

Restore to me the joy. The gladness of forgiveness
(ver. 8) will be followed by the joy of victory over sin, of
progress in the trutb. The believer wili go on front joy 10
joy until be enters aI lastinmb the fulness of the joy of salva-
tion. Uphold me, sustain, support me with a free s]pirit,
a willing, prompt, ready, ardent spirit. Some refer il ho
God, and render "a freeiy.bestowed spirit.*'

This beautiful prayer passes mbt-
3. A Reso/ution (ver. 13), wbich sels forth tbe greatness

of bis newly found joy. 'rheiwilllI each transgressors.
Tbe blessings be bas found are so greal, be muîst tell others
of îbem. Tbe love wbieh bas enîered bis heart goes ouI in
loving desire for the good of otiiers. Besides, as lie knows
bow much barm bis sin bas done 10 others, and how terrible
a stumbling block il bas been, lie is anxious, as far as possi-
bie, 10 undo the evii. Sucb a manî, 100, a sinner saved, is
best quaiified to tell the giad tidings 10 others. St. Paul,
wben he preacbed, "lChrist Jesus came 10 save sinners,"
could add most féeeinghy, "of wbom I ani chief. " Alter

J esus had asked Peter, "ILovest tbou Me " be added "Feed
My seep." Love for C-'hrist is the best qualification for

one who would help or teacb others ; o also heiping others
is the hest proof that we love Christ.
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MEETINGS 0F PRESBYTER Y.

GUELP.-In Knox cburcb, Guelpb, on the third Tues-
day of Marcb atio1 o'clock, a. m.

PIZTERBOROUG-At Port Hope, on the hast Tueiday in
Marcb.

LONDON.-In First Presbyîerian Church, London, on
the third Monday in Marcb, aI 2 p. mr.

KINGSTON.-In Chalmers' Churcb, Kingston, on Tues-
day, March i8th, 1879, aI three p. m.

CHiATîiAm.-In St. Andrew's Cburclh, Chatbami, on
Tuesday the i 8th Marcb, ati i a. mn.

BROCKVILLE.-At Edwardsburg, on Tuesday the î8th
Marcb, at 7 o'clock p. mn.

OWEN SOUN.-In Division street Church, Owen Sound,
on Marcb î8th, aI 10 a. m.

LINDSAY.-At Woodville, on ruesciay. 251h February,
atii 1130 a. m.

OTTAWA.-InI Knox Churcb, Oita%% a, 'May 6tb, aI 3 p. ni.
BARRIE.-At Barrie, on Tuesday, 251hi Marcb, ati i

o'clock a. mu.
MONTREAL.-In St. Paul's Church, Monîreal, on Tues-

day, it April, aI 11 a. m. A Sahhatb Scbool Conference
will be held in the evening, 10 whilihail the teachers in the
Piesbytery are invited. -

HAMILTN.-Tbe next stated meeting wîll be beid in
Centrai Church, Hamilton, on tbe third Tuesday of March,
(the x8th), at ten o'clock, a.m.

LANARK AND RxNFaEW.-The next meeting will he beld
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