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T EAGHER.

v

SABBATH SEHOOL

INTERNATIONAL LFSSONS.
LESSON XXIV.

C MESSIAI'S RTINGDON. { P, .

9 14

June 6, )
1578, )
GorpeN ‘TEXT:—**Thy throne, O God, is for ever

and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom 1s a right scep-

tre.—-Ps. xlv. 6,

HOME STUDIES.

M. Dan. vit. 1-14.......
T. Dan. vii. 15-28.........The angel's interpretation,
W. Isa. Ix. 5-22.,.........The strong nation,

Th. Ps. xlv. 1-17...........The righteous sceptre,

F. Ps. Iaxit. 1-20..........The everlasting kingdom,
S. Micahiv. t-7..........The reign of peace.

S. Rev. xxi. 1e27....... ..The new Jerusalem.

HELYS TO STUDY.

As Nebuchadnezzar beheld the fuur empures of the ancient
world in his vision of the great image, so Daniel afterwand
saw them under the forms of four Leasts rising up in sucees-
sion,  ‘This vision was granted to Daniel in the third year
of Belshazzar, the very year in which Rabylon was captured
by the Persians. The lesson, therefore, precedes, in urder
of time, the one which relates to the capture of Babylon,
The four beasts vepresent four great world-powers; bat there
is some difference of opinion as o which these ate, We
have not spaccto consider these various interpretations,
According to the traditional theory which has been held by
the Church from the carliest times, and which is still main-
tained by the majority of scholars, it was Babylon®s power,
swift and strong, which was portrayed by a winged lion;
Persia stood forth as a bear, cruslung and devouring al) the
nations; Macedonia came as a leopard with wings, flying to
the ends of the carth, divided into four heads, the suceessors
of Alexander; and lastly came imperial Rome, a strange,
nameless creature with ivon tecth, overwhelming all the
world, its ten horns predicting ten kingdoms, among then
one, small and insigmficant at finst, but soon growing to
greamess and claiming universal power—a type of Papal
Rome. But whatever differences of opinion may exist as to
these, it is agreed by all, without cxception, that the fifth
kingdom is that of Messiah, the Sor of Man. Our lesson
speaks of hs throne, his judgment, and his dominion.

I. THE THRONE.—Verses g, 0.

Not affrighted by the terrors he had witnessed, Daniel be-
held till thrones were set; not “*cast down,” as the author-
ized versionhasat, and asif reference wasmadetotheoverthrow
of the earthly thrones, but *“placed,” ready, thatis, for the
judges who were to sit upon them, pechaps the angels and
glorifizd spirits who are frequently represented as the asses-
sors of the Messiah in the judgment: Ps. Ixxxix. 73 Maut.
xix. 28; 1 Cor. vi. 2, 33 Rev. ii. 26, 27; iil. 21; iv. 45 xx.
4. The Eternal sits in judgment, ciad in garments, as
snow, white, symbolical of purity and rightconsness: Isa,
i. 18; Dan. xii. 10; Rev. iil. 5, 7, 14. The hair of his
head was like wobdl, pure. ~ The reference 1s to the white-
ness of the wool. Matt. xvii. 2; Rev. i. 13, 13. Snowand
)voosl are oftca thus coupled together: P's. exlvii. 16; Isa.
i. 18.

His throne :vas the fiery flame, emblematical of the fire
of his love and rightcousness, which consumes ungodliness,
and purifics ang glorifies the people: Ex. iii. 2; xix. 18;
Ps. xviii. 8. The throne was upon wheels, ruaning, as it
were, thraugh all history and all space.—Ezck. i. 13-28.
Tke fiery stream is symbolical of the outgoings of God.
Thousands stood beforc them (Deut. x. $; 1 Kings xvii.
1) and ministered unto them.

II. THE JUDGMENT—Verses 1o, 12—was sct, that is,
the judges took their seats. The books, the tecords of
human actions, were opened: Ex. xxxii. 32; Ps. lvi. S;
Ixix. 28; I<a. iv. 3; Matt. ii. 16; Phil. iv. 3; Rev. iit. §;
xxi. 7. Many think that this passage relers, not to the final
and general judgment, but to providential judgments in time,
for tﬁc destruction of the fourth beast and its horns, which is
now, judged for his great words, blasphemies: Verses S
and 233 Ch. xi. 36; Rev. xiii. §. His punishmeat was the
Babylonian one of death by fire: Ch. iii. 6; Rev. xix. 20;
xx. 1. The power of the first three was taken away, yet
their lives were prolonged.

Althouglt the supremacy of these ancient empires over the
world passed away, yct Babylon continued in decaying
splendour for centuricss Persia still survives as a nation,
though in poverty and depopulation: and Macedonia retained
its existence long after the brilliant but bricf cra of Alexander.

For a scason and 2 time, that is, periods which, though
definitely fixed, are not known to man: Dan. i1 21; Acts.
i. 7; 1 Thess. v, i.

God judges nations kere, and will judge individuals here-
after. ~ Those whko utter foasting words will e drought to
naugit, and cvery enemy of God's cause is sure to mect
with failure and destruction in the end. An infidel was
boasting of hiscomnficld, ploughed, planted, and hoed, allon
the Sabbath. **See, here it is October, and what a fine
crop! Don’t tell me that there is a God!” ¢ Well," said
a Christian neighbour, ** God does not always settle up His
accounts in October!”

Histery 15 the soorking ont of Gud’s thought and pur-

..Daniel's vision,

sc.
pouL Tiusr DoMinioN.—Vers. 13, 14.

Danicel now beheld the glad wvision of the Son of Man:
Matt, wiii. 20; x. 23; xvi. 13; xxiv. 27. .

While the kingdomsof the beasts &'\L&S away, ahigher and
nobler power appears, with Jesus Christ, Son of Man and
Son of God, as its cxalted head. He whoisourking, s alse
our brother.

He came with the clouds of Heaven: Matt. xxiv.
30; xxvi. 63; Mk. xiii 206.

Heazen 35 Lie source of this kingdom and its power.
Man did not formit. God prepares it: Dan. ii. Christ

reccives it from the Father: Ps. ii. 8; viii. 6; cx. 1; Matt,
xiv 27; xxu. 25 xxvin 18; 1 Cor xve 27; Eph. i 225 Heb,
i. 8, 9; Rev, iii. 215 v, 12,

It is plordons: Maut, vi. 13.

It is supreme, all must yield to it,
them.
dom.

Itis wnizersal. 1t shall include all people,  Itis adapt-
ed to all, and bestows its privileges upon all.

1t is everlasting, and shall not pass away. ‘Thus it
differs from all other kingdoms, and especially in one great
feature, which does not appear here, but which is most con-
spicuous in the New Testament.

Here we might think that Messiah'’s Kingdom will issue
only in the destruction of its enemies: s #i. 8. But when
the baghter light of the cross streams acrass the saczed page,
we see that the grandest of the King's conquests will be the
conversion of His enemies.  But even here there is a sugges-
tion of this in the title, Son of Man.  We find it applied
to Kzckiel and Daniel, and evidently there indicating the
weakness of our human nature.  And when Chnst took it as
His own particular naune for Himself, it was an :\cknm\lcd;‘-
went of tis being “in all things like unto His brethien,”
““in fashion like 2 man,” *“in the likeness of sinful fleshs”
Heb, i 17; Phul aic 85 Rom. vin. 3. Fifty-hive tuimes
we find Ihim o the Gospels calling Timself the Son of Man
{without counting parallel passages), and almost always in
connection with His humiliauon. Yet not nl:wx[y:. ‘Twice
He distinetly refers to this prophecy of Daniel, which all
the Jews acknowledged as Messianic, and, by applying it to
Himself, cdanmed to be Mosiah: Joha v, 27; Matt, xxvi. 64.

All shall serve
But this service is not servitude, it is perfect free-

THE REAL GOSPEL.

The peculiar plan by which the luve of God has provided
salvation for siuners, is the atoning death of Christ on the
cross.  Qur Lord says to Nicodemus, ** As Moses lifted up
the serpent in the wilderness, even so wust the Son of man
Le hifted up, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
persh, Lut have cternal life.”

By being ¢ lifted up,” our Lord meant nothing less than
His own death upon the crass.  That death, e would have
us know, wasappointed by God to be **the life of the world.”
(Joha vi. 51.) It was ordained from all etemnity to be the
great propitiation and satisfaction for man’ssin. It was the
payment, by an Almugity Substitute and Representative, of
man’s enormous debt to God.  When Christ died upon the
cross, our many sins were laid upon lim.  He was made
*sin” for us. He was made “acurse” for us. (2 Cor. v.
21; Gal. iii. 13.) By His death He purchased pardon and
complete redemption for sinners.  The brazen serpent, lifted
up in the camp of Israel, brought health and cure within the
reach of all who were bitten by serpents.  Christ crucified,
in like manner, brought cternal life within reach of lost
mankind, Christ has been lifted up on the cross, and man
looking to Him by faith may be saved.

The trutn before us 15 the very foundation-stone of the
Christian rehgion.  Christ’s death is the Christian's life.
Christ's cross 1s the Christian's title to heaven. Christ
*Ufted up*’ aad put to shame on Calvary is the ladder by
which Christians *‘cnter into the hohest,” and are at length
landed mn glory. It is true that we are sinners;—but Chust
has suffered for us. 1t1s true that we deserve death;—but
Chirist has died for us, It 1s true that we are guilty debtors;
—but Chnist has pard our debts with His own blood. This
is the real Guspel!  This is the good news! Oan this let us
lean while we live. ‘To this let us cling when we die.
Christ has been **hfted up” on the cross, and has thrown
open the gates of heaven to all believers.—Alyle.

EXDPERIENCE OF BELIEVERS.

1t was to companions who could sympathize in his fechings
that he unbosomed himself. At that period 1t was not com-
mon for inquiring souls to carry their case to their pasior.
A conventional reserve upon these subjects prevailed even
among lively belicvers. It almost scemed as if they were
ashamed of the Son of mian.  This reserve appeared to him
very sinful; and he felt it 1o be so great an evil, that in after
days he was carcful to encourage anxious souls 1o converse
with ham {reely. The nature of his expenence, however,
we have some means of knowing. On one occasion, a few
of us who had studie together were reviewing the Lord's
dealings with our souls, and how he had brought us to hun.
self all very nearly at the same time, though without any
speaial instrumentahity.  He stated that there was nothing
sudden 1 lus case, and that he was led to Chnst through
deep and' ever-alnding, but not awful or distracting, convic-
tions. In this we sce the Lord’s sovercignty. In bringing
1 snul to the Saviour, the Holy Sriril wvariably leads it to
very deep consciousness of sin; but then He causes this
consciousness of sin to be more distressing and intolerable to
some than to others.  But in onc point does the experience
of all believing sinners agree in this matter, viz., their soul
presented to their view nothing but an abyss of sin, when the
grace of God that bungeth salvation appeazed.

You read your Bible regulatly, of course; but do try to
understand it, and still more, to feel it. Read more parts
than one at a time. For example, if you are veading
Genesis, read a psalm alsa; or, if you are reading Matthew,
read 2 small bit of an cpistle also.  Turs the Didle into
Prayer.  Thus, if you wete reading the first Psalm, spread
the Bible on the chair belore you, and kneel, and pray, ‘O
Lotd, give me the blessedness of the man,” cte. ““Let me
not stand in the counsel of the ungodly,” etc.  This is the
hest way of knowing the meaning of the Bible, and of learn-
ing to pray. In prayer confess your sins by name—going
aver those of the past day, one by one. Pray for your
friends by name—father, mother, etc., ete. 1f you love
them, surely you will pray for theirsouls. Iknow well that
there are prayers constantly ascending for you from your own
house; and will you not pray for them back again? Do
this regularly.  If you pray sincerely forothers, it will make
you pray for yourself.

NAfoRDS OF THE ANISE.

I is with men as with trees; if you lop uf{ theiv finest
branches, into which they were pouring thelr young hfe-
Juce, the wounds will be healed over some rough bows,
some odid excrescences and what might have been o grand
tree expanding into hiberal shade s but a swhonsical uss.
shapen trunk, Many an arritating fanlt, many au unlovely
oddity, has come of a hard sorrow, which has crnshed and
matned the nature Just whenat was expanding into plenteous
beauty; and the tavaa! crang fite which we vsitc with our
harsh blame, may be but as the unsteady motion of a man
whose best imb is withered. - Grerge £liot.

DESCRIPTION OF CALUMNY,  Appellas painted her thus:
—There sits a man with great and open ears inviting
Calumny, with his hands held out, to come to him; and
two women, Jemorame and Susgicfon, stand near him.
Calumny braahs wut in a fury; her countenance is humely
aud beautiful, her eyes sparkle like fire, and her face is in-
flamed anger; she holds a lighted torch in her left hand,
and with her right twists a young man's neck, who holds np
his hands in prayer to the gods. Before her goes Fnvy,
aale and nasty; on her sude are Fraud and Conspiracy, bee
ind her ful{ows Repentanie, clad in mourning, and her
clothes torn, with her head turned bachwards as if she looked
for 7ruth, who comes slowly after.

DARKNESS s an emblem of agnorance and error; and an
cmblem the most stnking. As the pall of darkness is
drawn over the world the fair face of nature fades from the
hght; every object becomes andistinet or as wholly obscured 5
and all that can cheer the sight, or direct the steps of man
vanishes.  So the gradual accumulation of religious errors,
thickening 1n every age, batses the hnowledge of God and
s truth from the understanding of men, till all that was
sublime 1 speculation, cheering to the heart, supporting to
the hopes, or directive to the actwns of mien, passed away
from the soul, and left the wtetlectual world like that of
nature deprived of light,  “The heaven of the soul was hung
with blackness, and *‘their foolish heart was darkened,”—
L. Watson.

EXrLaiN as you will the new current of spiritual life that
dates its opening with Christ’s appearance, by ignoring his
Messiahship; eliminate from His Gospel all that you find
in the saying of seers and sages that came before him, and
you account for what 1s incontestibly His own—His own
truth which is crystahzed 1 society, ant, government, and
religian, by attobuting to him a mere human character and
place in history.  He is the prophet of all that is most pre-
cious to the human heart and human hope.  He illustrates
in Ihis own character all that is noblest and most to be
desired in the posabilities of Leing.  Love in His life, and
death, and sacrifice, has its superior expression.  Whether
men know it ornot, from Him flovs whatever colors their
cxistence with therr fanest hopes, and flavors it with the
truest enjoyment. — 21, N, Liteers, D.D.

**Is the vessel full that contains the néeded supply ? And
is that supply as free as it 1s vanous and suitable?” Then,
with all our manifold wants, and with all our emptiness and
infirmity ; with all our complaints and petitions; with all
our sorrpws and sm-; with all our cares and burdens, let us
como up to tire fountpin and dip in our vessels. ¢ With joy
let us draw water out of the wchs of salvation.” “Thus, not
only shall we be refreshed by the water “springing up into
everlasting life,” but out of us shall flow nvers of living
water upon others.  Is the promise sure to them who thus
draw near? Is it written, *Ask, and ye shall reccive; seck,
and ye shall find: knock, and it shall be opened unto you?’
Is it written, *Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and
show thee great and mughty things which thou knowest
not?* Andare not these promises commands as well as
invitations 2 Then what is there awanting to induce us to
comc? How can we remain away? Why do we stand
afar ofi2"—Dr. 11, Benar,

“*ACHOR is called ‘a door of hope’ (Hosea ii. 15), God,
when He gives onc mercy, opens 2 door for him to give,
and us 1o expect, more mercy through it God compares
his promise to the rain which maketh the caith * bring forth
and bud, that it may give sced to the sower and bread to
the eater’ {Isa. v, 10). Why shouldest thou content thy-
sclf with half the benefit of mercy ? When God performs
his promise, and delivers thee out of this trouble, and that
strait, thou art exceedingly comforted, and thy heart possibly
enlarged intu thankfulness fur the same.  Ttids well; here is
¢ bread for the eater,” sumcthing that at present feasts thee.
But where is “the sced for the sower.” The husbandman
doth not sell all his corm that he reaps, but saves some for
sced, which may bnng lim another crop; so, Christian,
thou shouldest not only feast thyself with the joy of thy
mercy, but save the zemembrance of it as hope-seed, 0
strengthen thee to wait on God for another mercy, and fur-
ther help in a acediul tims. " —Gurnall.

“LET things go asill as we can fear in this world, if we
are sincere Chtistians there is a far hetter state to come, to
which we shall be adinitted when we are once out of this
troublcsome and sinful world.  We are assured that we are
under the constant care of Divine Providence. The tran-

uility of our minds in this world depends very much upon
the esteem we have of Providence, and the trust we repose
in God.  We cannot alter the methods of Providence by our
solicitude; God will govern the world by his own measures
and not by outs. ‘The government is his, the daty of sub-
mission is ours, Letus not then be peevish and quarrel-
some at what He dath; but make the best use of an extra-
ordinary instance of his providence which seems intended
for our good unless we turn it 2nother way,  But it is not
cnough to be merely contented with Providence, but we
ought to be active and useful in our own plzces to promotc
the common interest, and not 1o repine and murtur at what
is nccessary for the support of it.y, Let us not torment our-
selves with fears of what may and what may not happen: but
et us commit ourselves to God in well.doing as ta onr Creator
and preserver.”



