& -

L THE\ VISITOR. _

o,

—~———-

many to be a shitable expression of kindnese and roepect
towards tho ministerial office.  ‘T'his serond experiment
alvo ruccaded, and many persons coased from that tune
to use ardent xpirit~ on any oceasion whatever. ‘e be-
nefite of abstinence hegan to appear, many persons ace-
tually discoverod tor the ftirst time in their livos that the
conld live without the aid of—Pwisex | Facts were cnl):
fectd and arrangewents mada fae n more extensive trail
of this novel experiment in domestin econnmy,

In the yeur 1842, (o persons lost their lives by intaxe
ication in” the neightn urhaod where the experiment was
tricd.  T'his event caused the delivery of two Discourses
on Drunkenness and its cure.

‘I'he only means in successfully effecting the cure was
prove to be Abstinence.  This was shewn from facts
which had recantly accurred.  ‘T'he novelty of the scene
aftention. Some were prevailed on to try the experiment
and found themeelves much better in health and otharwise
much more comfortable. A tew friends met and discus.
sed the subject, and the question nanrally aroee, who
knows but it thie pinn was put into apeiavon it might
cure the whole Unitea States of Driunkenness ?

1n the year 1825, anmbher gentioman wrote a ‘I'ract to
shew tho result of an experiment which was made by a
friend of hison a large farming establishment,  "Fhis nact
was printed and circulated. It contained a minnta de-
1ail ol the advantages which had been derived both to
master and servant by their abstizence.  Numerous facts
proved the advantagzes of the new doctrine, and nulii-
tudes were convinced, but as yetthere wus no system,
no plan ot operation, there was no hond ol union to ce.
ment the friends ol abstinence together. ‘Thesn indivi-
dualg perceived that unless something was done to stem
the torrent of drunkenness that prevailed—the demoralis
zation of all ranks was going on so rapid'y, that soon
the sun of their national prosperity wouldset, and be in-
volved in mmal durkness,

In this state of thinas a meeting of a few benevolent
persons was ealled to discuss the question. ¢ What must
tie done to banish Jutemperance from the Uni‘ed Stater.”
The result was a determination 1o attempt the formation
of a ‘T'emperance Suciety, whose arand principle should
ba Abstinence from disulled spiri's, and itz ohjeet to
chango the habits ot the nation Mith reantd to the use
of ardent spirits; a committoa was swon after nppointed,
and the operations of the Soctety comtnenced.

So rapidly did the principler of these sncieties spread
in the YJm:ed States that 1n about the space of three
years after their commeuncement the number of Associa~
tiens was upwards of 4,000, containing upwards of 500,000
members, the beneficial tendancy and effects of these <0-
rielles were very great at the ume, jor we Joarn tha
many distilleries were stopt alteguihér, and persous who
a few years belore were drunkards and in the most abjeet
poverly were converted into sober respectable men, pro.
viding comfurtably for their wives and famihes

But it was nnt until tie year 1829, that Temperance So
cieties wers introduced into Europe. In the month of
July in that year, a meeting was held in Belfast to duvise
measures whereby they might prevent the pro‘anation of
the Lord’s Day, and in order to prevent the use and sale
of intoxicating liquors on the Christian Subbath,

We need seareely state that wherever drunkennese
exists, tho observance of religious duty will nover be
complied with  To prevent the profanation, and 10 en.
forca the observance of the first day of the week, tlus
meeting were ol opinien, that tha old way was the: hese,
and resolved ta put forth the strong arm of the law, 10
accomnplish their object. ‘Those men like manv other
legislutors of the olden times, thought there was ne'hing
f0 convincing 1o the mind of man us cocrcion.  T'his an.
tiquated nouon wihich had its day, heging now to give
placs 10 the more enlightened principles of the religion
of Jesus Christ.  Dr. Ldgar, Protessor ot Divimty in the
College ot Belfast, disvented from tha general apinion of
this meeting, and expressed his desire that a mori re-
formation should ba effected by morsl means, and by no
mber. Tho arguments of Dr. Fdgur scems 10 have hail

the imended effect, for ho was appoiunted to  prepare an
appeal to the public on the subject,

W hile enanged in this preparation, he learned (or tie
first time by a friond (rom Americn, the pature, meane,
wnd success of the ‘Temperanee Rotormation in the United
Swites.  Hie at onca seized engerly on its grnud prineiphs
ag the bes! caleulnted to ellect a mural raformation, nama-
Iv, ¢ Voluntary Abhstinence from doing evil, anan essen-
tial prarequisite 1o do well, and voluntary assoriations, ex-
lubiting tins princip'a in practice, n3 the grand nanns af
eflecting it** o embadied his thoughts and published
them in the Bellnst Newspnpers on the 14th Augus,
1820,

‘I'his was the very first appeal on the subject of Teme
porance Sooiaties in Burope, The first ‘Temperance Se.
ciety in the Old Country on the plan of abstinence from
ardent gpirits was instituted in August, 1820, by Gearac
Carryof New Rossin Ireland, In’the month of Seprem-
ber, 1829, Dr. Edgar svisited Glnegow. and hom the pule
pit most ably advocated the cause of ‘Temporanco Su-
cieties.

In Oetobor, 1829, asociety was formed at Greenock,
and on the 12th of November following, the Glasguw nng
Wast of Scotland Temperanca association was instituted,

‘Ihosa sociaties soon spread over not only Great Britwn
ard Ireland, but many parts of Lurepe, a3 they hud pre-
vionsly donn on the continento! North Ameriea.

But those associations had not heen many yearsin ex.
istence, when there was discovered a grest and serious
defect in thetr coustruction. It appearsthat due attention
fiad not been paid by the architects in Inying proper asd
sure foundations in tha erection of these huildings. ~ "Fhere
was not only a weont of skill displayed, arising no denb
from want ol experience in laying ont suelr projecs
but the materials selegied for the foundations were of an
inferior description: these causes, together with the nam.
ral roftness of the snil, and a total waat of drains, ren-
dered the stability of the buildings insecure. [ut the
great cause of the failure appears to have heenn permive
ting certain aleofiohic fluids to have accesss to the build
ings, which onght 1o have been drained off and ant allow-
ed to undermine and sap the foundations

But after a short paried it was resolved by some of the
original prejrctons that the edifices should "be again 1+
buitr, paying due attention 1o obviate the defects of ron-
struction which existed in the former buildings,

3. We come now to the third head of Lecture, namelr,
“ ‘I endeavour 10 show the superiority and officiency
of Tatal Abstutence from all hwtox.cat.ng Liguors, com
pared with the: principles of the formur ‘Cempeianee As
suciations.”’

Deseareriox or vur Bavsers or tur Moxtararn R
Max  Carsonic TeMerraxce Soctery —The  Recollet
Temperance Society was preceded by the « Union Jack,"s
splendid silk banner, flanked by two supporters on either
side. After this followed the admirable band of the 74th
regiment, kindly permitted by Colonel Crabbe to e pre-
sent, playing appropriate and nationul airs. Then fl.
lowed the blue baniier of the Cross carried by Mr. Llobet
Davey, and flanked similarly to the Union Jack by suppor.
ters.  This costly banner exhibited on either side the desin
of a magnificent geld cross, on a hlue ground, with the ar
prapriate mottn, % In hoc Signo Fiuces,” assumed by Con
stantine, inseribed int a golden arch above the whaole, which
hal a strikingly brilliant and imposing eTect.  The letten
I. H. S. (Jesus Hominum Salvator,) werc emblazoned in
the heart of the Cross, the pedestal of whi~h was decona
ted with the Rose, Shamrack, and Thistle entwined around
and enfolding it.  The lower corners of the banncr wen
relieved by two richly worked 1larps.

In the wake of this banner fullowed the members of th
Clristian Ductrine Society, appropriately habited, and wit



