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A SHepHERD who inhabited one of
those valleys or glens which intersect
the Grampian mountains, in one of his
excursions, to look after his flock, bap-
pened to carry along with him one of
his children, an infant of three years
old: this is not an unusual practice
among the Highlanders, who accustom
their children from their earliestin.
fancy to endure- thé rigours of the
climate. After traversing his pastures
for some time, attended by his dog,
the shepherd found himself under the
Becessity of ascending 2 summit at
some distance, to have a more exten-
sive view ofihis range. As the ascent
was too fatiguing for the child, he left
him on asmall plain at the hottom,
with strict injunctions not to stir from
it till his return. Scareely, however,
bad heé gained the summit, when the
horizon was darkened by one of those

impenetrable mists, wkich frequently
descend so rapidly amidst these moun-
tains, as in the space of a few minutes
almost to turn day into night. The
anxious father instantly hastened back
to find his child; but, owing to the
unusual darkuness, and his own trepi-
dation he unfortunately missed his
path in the descent. Aftera fruitless
search of many hours, he discovered
that he had reached the bottom of the
valley, and was near his own cottage.
To renew the search that night was
equally fruitless -and dangerous; he
was therefore compelled to go home,}}
although he had ost both his child and’
his dog, who had attende¢ him faith- ||
fully for many years. Next morning,
by break of day, the shepherd, accom.].
panied by a band of his neighbours,|
set out in search of his child; bat
aftera day spentin fruitless fatigue| -




