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we shall endeavour to show that in-overy respect
the Proachor has the advimtage. *

1.==T1y regarnd 10 tho subjects which nre discuserd.

1. "Tho subjocts discussed m the Pulpit are confos-
seadly tho msast itnportant.

"T'hey do not refor morely to outward prosperity.
but they are ronnceted with the seul.  Itis not mﬂy
au individnnl citizen, or n single untion that is con-
cerned, but they interost the whole human raco. It
is not a towporary interest that is at stake, bat they
embrave the concerns of eternity, It is not the will
of & monarch, or the taws of & commmity thatix the
subject of eonsiderntion, but the conuaands ef Gud,
the creator of the universe

2. Inthe Pulpit the range of discussion is more
sxtonsive

Tho Ploader is confined to kuw, and the Senator
1o poliies. Hore the Proachor has a cousiderable
advantage. ‘Tho science of Theology, as revealed
in the Holy Scriptures, is m itsolf an oxtensive field
of discussion, and she plrces under tribute all the
ather branches of knowlodge. Human nature be-
comes natueally the subject ofinvestigation.  Bthies,
doducing bor laws front reason and experience, ex-
ibits their conformity with tho dictates of revelation.
From history the Preacher derives information res-
pecting the nuthenticity of tho Scriptuves, the fulfil-
mont of prophecy. and the wonders of Providence.
Natsral philosophy opens her stores, and eoxhi-
bits the wonderful atributes of the Creator iu the
constitution of the world.  Even grnmmar and pli-
lology arc often introduced to fix the meamag of
disputed texts, and to prevent the holy word from
heinze wrosted to the support of erruncous scutunonts.
There is in whurt no branch of science from wiueh
the Proacher may not gather materials for iltustrat-
ing or enforcivg tho wuths of religion.

2, 'Tho subjeets discussed in the Pulpit are thoso
in which the bearers have the deepest interest.

At the Bar, that part of the audience which is
pamediately interested, ave exceedingly few. The
grenter number e spectaters, who listen only to
gratify their curiopsity, or to please their taste. In
the Senate, though the subjeet discussed iuterests a
greater number of pessons, yet itis only a goneral
interest which affects them in thuir collective capaci-
ty, and it makes but a slight impression on any ono
person. But the subjects of the T'ulpit are closely
united with the feelings of every anditor—each feels
a personal interest—au interest not capabls of belug
transferred--an iuterest peculiarly bis own——gue
which affects him in his most important relations,
and is intimately associated with both Lis present
and his eternal happiness.

4. ‘The subjects discussed in the Pulpit adinit of
being enforcod by apponling to the passions.

Passton is the roul of gloguence, but it ean be ag-
mitted in only a limited degree at the Barand in
the Senate. Tho Pleader would render himself ri-
diculons, or he suspected of a wish to defeat the
ends of justice, were he 1o address the feelings of the
jury.  And though this kind of address may be em-
ployed to a great erestent in the Senate, yet even
there it can be introduced only on partieutar occa~
stons.  And aerafty oppouent will always represent
the warmth of the disputant as 2 substitute for the
deficiency of argament.  But in the Pulpit energet-
ie appeals to the passions of the audience form a le-
gitimate ant effectual means of persuasion. The
subjecta are_adapled to rouso into .action all the
posers of the mind. Their importance warrants
the strongest appeals to the heart.  The Holy Sexip-
tures present the sublitmest models, and the prophets
and apostles supply the most brillisnt cxamples.
With what zeal dud these hely men exhaust all the
power of langnage and ail the force of motaphor, in
order to broak the fetters of indifference, and to
enuso anger and gratitade, bope sud fear; joy aud
contrition, to oxurcise their alternate and. beneficial
influenre on the mind!

{L.—Compare the Pulpit, tho Bar, and the Sen-
ate, in reference to the Spenker. .

1. In the Pulpit the Spoaker appears in a maore
dignified character. .

Heis a messenger from heaven. The doctripes
tio delivers have been revealsd from gbove. The
preocepts he inculeates are the mandatos of tho Eter-
nal. e listen with greater agtention to the lan-
gungo of a man of superior rank, partieularly when
he appears as an ambassador from a paweriul mon-
areh, end more especinlly ifthe immediute ohject of
is miesion has a close connexion with our paticnal

or porsonal interests,  Vvhat an advantage, then,
over ull othor speakers is possessed by the Freachor,
who sppears hefore his nudionce as an ambassador
of Christ; as holouging to anorder of men appoint-
ed<by the Deity hiwself to explain his will, aad who
clnims nttention in the namo of the Lord.

2. In the Pulpit the Bpoaker can chouso tho sub-
fect of dieusaion., :

Thix is not tho case with cither the Barrister or
the Senator. Ono ir puided by hie bricf, the othor
tiy his question.  Nuthing is more frequent than to
hiear Pleadars complain of tho difficultios the axperi-
ence from their tmperfeet knowledge of tho eause
thioy advacate.  This ofien ceeurs in questions con-
nected with maritine affairs and with tha wechan-
tenl uets. Men who buve passed their duys in le-
2l or politicsl studies have but an imperfegt koow-
tedge of other sciences, or of other mudes of life.
and necessurily feel adifliculty wheu their protession
compels them to discuss uestions connected with
pursuits so diffecent from their own. Frow this dif.
ficultios the Prencher is enticely froe.  1is subjoct
iz net fixed for him ; but hecauselect for diseussion
thowo tapies which are most congemal with his ywo
tolents snd inclinntion.

4. The Preacher has the advantage of previous
preparation.

In somo cases the Sennter snd the Rarrister bave
this advantage. But this is chiofly wheun the Sena-
tor hns to prapese auy resolution, or when the Bar-
sister is counsel for the {:I«iu?[[}' in a eivil, or for the
prosecution i a eriminal cause.  In othor easos they
are oftess called upon to speak oxtemporznoously,
1o reply t arzument whick they never before heard,
and agamst wineh thoy could wot have hoen provi
ded. The Prencher, however, can urrauge nny
part or the whole of his address ; oud he would uot
sint against modern practice were ho even to write
ont his discourse, aud read it from the Pulpit. But
though nn oppartunity for previus meditatien is an
advantage to the Meacher, the practice of reading
his serinogs is so fur from being such, that with res-
pect to oratary, that custom alone is a suflicient
counterbalunce to all the advantagos which ho may
possess.

4. "The Preacher has no opponent.

In other cuses the vrutor may have produced a
powerful impressivn on his sudience, and imraedi-
ately u spoaker ou the opposite side may rise, and
destroy the impression he has produced; and this is
ot the case sercly when the speech itself is defec.
tive, far often the soundest srgumment is attacked
with equal effect by the weapons of wit and irony ;
and the speaker has the martification to sce the im-
pression which his labvured eloquence hiad produced,
gradually subiside before the influenve of ridicele.  In
the Pulpit the Preacher stands without a rival,  His
words sink into the mind, and there rest, like naibs
fastened iu a sure place by the master of assemblies.

5. Vith the Preacher the frequeney of his public
exercisos must toud to the unprevement of his tatents.

The Barrister cau speak enly when the courts are
held—the Scuntor only during the sessivn of Parlia-
ment; and during theso seasons, cue individunl
cinims but o comparatively small share of attention.
The Proacher has his stated times of speaking all
through the year. There are no seasons in which be
5 proiihited. and he cannot be preceded by nuother,
who will pre-occupy tlie attuntion, or suticipate bis
arguments. Nothing teads so much to improvement
in public speaking #s speaking frequem{& It may
require more previous study to collect idens, bnt 1t
necessarily tends to increase the power of tho orator.

I11.—Compare the Pulpit, the Bar, and the Sen-
ato, in raganf to the audience.

1. The assembliss addrossed by the Preacher in-
clude & groat variety of character.

In the other cases the audience is composed of in-
dividuals, who, in regard to ronk. education, and
talents, may be suppuscd to be nearly on an equali-
ty. It is cortain there is a less varioty thanis 1o be
found in our religious nssemblies. Here wo have
persons of both sexes, of all ages, of different pur-
suits, and of various moral characters.  Thisappears
10 increase the difficulties of the Preacher. )t is ai-
most impossible for him 1o doliver a discourse adapt-
ed to the condition of every individuval. But, while
this circumstancee rendess porfect success very diffi-
cult to be attaiued, it in the same degreo prevents
tho possibility of » total failure. For it is almost
impossible to deliver adiscourss which shall not be

adapted to some of these characiers. A Buwvister

must convivce the whole of the jury. and the Scam
tortho majority of the parliament, to obtim the ob-
Jjeet they hinve s view ; but tho sucecss of a Preachor
admits of an jnfinite numberofdogroes. Andhencey
white be has the consolggion to vefleet, thut bo has
not Inboured in vain, hd¥hes, at'the samo timeo, the
strengest inducemonts to ** stir up the gift that is in
him,” that by an abundant success bo may increase
the splendor ‘of * his glory and erown.”

2. Fheundienco of thc?mucﬁcr is tho most nume-
10Us.

tu the othor cacon the nssomblies do not genorally
cmu‘xrisu wore than five or six huadrod porsons.
We have chuschies nud chopols capable of senting
sevesal thousunds, and these, too, crowdeate oxcess
every Lord's day. It may bo said, we have also
many sinullor places of worship, nud therefore this
@ not & fair point of comparison; but it is fair to
compare the most eminens of these speakers, aud it
is cortain, thut the most emincut Senators and Bar-
cisters huve not so large au assombly to address as
the most eminent Preachers. This circurstance
produces a great influcnco on the spenker; the very
aspect of a lurgo assembly, atteative to the voice of
one was, hos n tendeacy to give him an elovation
of mind, that will prompt the most vigorous con-
ceptious, and inspiro the happiest results.

3. The audivuce entertain no doubts of the Spoak.
er's sincerity.

A persunsion that an orator is himsolf really con-
vinced of the sentiments he atters, has a great inflo-
ence in prodesing a similar conviction in the minds
of his hearers.  We hesitate to adhmit the forco of ar-
guments which the propoeser humsell believes to be
inconclusive. Here the Pleader iv at considerabls
disadvantage. . It iswell known that he speuks for
hire; and had the apposite side applied first forhis as-
sistance, howould, with equal a{;ﬂity and with equal
wartuth, huve assuiled the party whom he now de-
fends.  And though the disadvantage of the Senstor
is uot 4o great, yet, as party spirit hus a greatinflu-
ence in the formation of opinions, and as the Sen-
ate is divided into parties, with both of which it ap-
pears to be a maxim, thet individeal sentiments
should be surrendered to these pgeneral principles
which the parties may embrace, we do ot listen to
the nddress of a speaker who apenly nets in connexs
ion with a party, with that confidence wo shoald
place in a spenker who, we are cunvinced, follows
the dictates of lusindividual judgment.  The Preach-
cr is beyond these suspicions. e has voluntarily
embraced the doctrines he ineuleates. The forver
of his address arises from his conviction of their im-
purtance, and his whole life i a practical exhibition
of their influence.

4. The audience have no previovs intimation of
the subject to be discussed.

In the other cuses, the audienco ere acquainted
with the subjects, and sro ofien especially summon-
od for the occasion. But a religious assembly is
totally unacquainted with the tapie of discourse, till
the Preacher has announced his text. Henee the
altention of the audience is maintained, and the in-
tevest is not oxhausted by provious anticipation.

5. The audicnce assembles under circumstances
of peculiar solemnity.

tis the Sabbath-day. Labour is called from ths
geld; Trade has shut up her windows, and Plea-
sure has closed her gatos,

Tite man arises in the moerping with his mind se-
reno, free froms the vexatious anticipations of busi-
ness, and awed by tho sauctity of the day. He ar-
rays himself in those habiliments which he assumes
when about to visit a superior. . Accempanied by
his wifc and children, the objects of his ™ tenderest
affection, be travels the accustumed road to that
venerablo sanctuary, endeared to him by habit, and
by smany o pleasing recollection. He takes his seat
benoath the sacred roof. Music has southed his
passions, devotion has calmed his mind, and now,
n solemn stlvnce, belistons to the messenger from
hoaven, proclaiming truths, on which s suspended
his orornal welfare. With such an gudience how
immense is the power ¢ the orator: the minds of
his hearers aro as soft :ned wax, and ho has only
to affix the seal of heaven. . :

Histary bears witness to the mighty power of
Pulpit eloguunce. 1t is to this we ows our emanci-
pation from the fetters of superstition : itis ta thiswe
owe the incroasing hanours of the christing,,churelss
it is 1o this religious Henovulences iz indebied for her
most costly offerings. “ '



