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4 SERIOUS ADDRESS TO'THE FREQUENTARS OF
‘ TURATRES.
BY A CLEROYMAN OF TMA CIURCH OF SNGLAND,
: [ Concludsd. }
Note I think the opinion of so many judicious any
“holy men dught to havo groat woight to load you
10 suspert your own judginent, of your own piety,
i you aro otlicrwise mindod} wmd tho rathor, as
you will griovs pious ministers and fellow Chrstians,
which onght to have some weight with you. As
man are very expert in finding: oxcuses for walkig
in the waysof their hearts, and following tho fashion;
and prone to satisfy themsclves with thoese which
aro wenk and insaflicient, I shall considor tho prin-
cipnl ploas which are offered for attending the play-
hdure. Many plead that it is a diversion, thoy say,
*that God and religion allow recreation.’ ‘This'|
teathly acknowledge; but, consider the end of -
verston 4 as tho vory word imports, to givo the
mind a litte velaxation from important cares—to
re:vesh the spirit, and fit us for returning, with great
ability und relish, to the common business of hife,
and'to refigion. Every vocreation that does not
answer thbso ends is an unlawful ono :—~Now 1
think it cannot be reasonably said of the Theatre,
that it answers these onds: there is too much fime
spent there for it to be an innocent diversion.  1f it
deeply fixe’h tho attention, and strongly interests
tho henst, it not only excites those pussion which
Christianity was designed to restrain, but actually
becomes a fatigue. Busides s 1 hinted above, ox.
“greise is the preper recroation of those whose bis -
dess very much confines them at hoe, or to a sitt.
ing posture ; and roading and conversation should
be the recroation of others.  Furthor, are thore not
otber tliversions to be found. less hazurdous to vie-
top, less suspicious, more safe, innocent, and hon-
ourablo, more becom'ng Christians 2—Can  you
say, that you go the Play-houso to glorify God?
that you do it ARartily s fo the Lord. with good in-
tentions, conscientious views, under a sense of God’s
e presence, and with a desire to please him? In
short, can you say that you go thither to answer any
good end, which may not be hetter and more safely
attained another way? Cuan you seriously and
solemnly ask the blessing of Ged on this diversion ?
If .you caunoy, itis far from being innocent: and
way improvements which you may there be sup‘pos~
ed to make-ip politeness, and tho knowledge-of the
world, will be but a small cquivalent for risking
{;mr virtue and the seriousness of your spirits.—
ou may, perhaps, plead that many others attend it,
that they generally do ; but this is, indeed, the woak-
est of.all arguments. God commands us, nof to
ollow a wuldtitude to do evil. There are many things
in which you wust dare to be singular, and for
which_you must boar t be bantered, if you will be
€hrigians, acd Jay hold on eternal life” Yet cus
stomn, afd fashion, and the fear of snecers, frighten
ourybuth out of their principles and their souls, and
they are ashamed of being thought singularly wise
and good. If any persons laugft at you for sober
znd honguralife-singularity, look upou them as your
enemies, keep out of dieir company, and even scom
the scormers, Prov. iii. 24. But.you may plead tha
many good people frequent the Theawe. You would
probably think me uncharitable if I were to dispute
this assertion : hut good people is a very lonse term,
and if, instead of goad, you will put that old-fashion
cd e holy. or godly, and will judge of men, not
by the relaxed and fashionable mor;ﬁity of the pro-
sent age, but by the word o, God, it will be found
that fow, if any, trily holy and godly men frequent
‘Yt; or if they do, it is no part of their goodness; but
this pleais still nothing to tho purpose : the qoes.
ton js, not what others do, hut whatis right and
lawfy) in itself; what is most consistent with, and
agreeablé to a profession of godlmess. By far the
majority of good men deeline going to the Theatre,
~ud strongly Bdvise others againstit; but no openly
vicioas man or women “declines going upon princi-
ple. Inphis case, oxamine, not 2 particular charac-
ter, but the prevailing part.  The worst men and
women show, in general, a gredt fondness for this
diversicn ; the most svise and,pious, of both soxes,
zn, aversion to it.  And is this a recommendation to
you? Consider 2mong your acquintance, whether
those who arc most eager for it, or those who shun
aud diszpproce it, appear to fear God and mind re-
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who make o creditablo profossion of religion should
he caroful not to Rivo occasion for it, and lond otbers
mto sin by their cxami)lo: for any ono to plead that
ho mnst attend the Play-houso on account of his
bustness, and interest, is very tnfling.  The man who
feure God, and reverencos his own conseience, will
first consuler whothier it be lawful and innacontin
itself, or may not do mishief to himsolf or to othem,
wwho may bo cosnarod by his example. He will
trust Providonco with bis socular interest in the way
of duty, whomsoover he may bie likely to disoblige
by walking in it he will never run the risk of los-
g his soul for tho gain of tho whole world. Be-
sudes, an upright, conscientions, and consistent
Christian, will bo estaomed for his steadiness, and
loso nothmf unon tho whole by it.—If the Thoatro
be a Nchool of T'irtve, as some have asserted, i s
surprisimg that tho most holy men, in every hge
should have condemnod it, and that the Scriptures
should nover recommond ¢ in this viow. Ifithoa
dangerous amusoment in goneral, no pretence of re-
caving inshuction by it will warrant a concurrence
mat: so that when these drguments are weighed,
and tho vanity of theso pleas duly considered, 1 think
this divorsion must bo pronounced unlawful; and
that overy Christian who values the favour of God,
the purity and peaco of his own conscicnce, and the
honour of his professiun, will ahstain from it, how-
ever fashionablo it may be, and biowever strongl
ho may bis solicited or inclined to attend it.—But if
persons will give thomselves no trouble to consider
whether it be lawful and proper or not, but will run
with the crowd, I must leave them o the * Judgment
of God, which is geccording to truth.' Upon the
whole, I think it will appear to every cundid in-
quirer, that from what hath been szid, there is, at
least, room to hesitate about this amusement, and
1o doubt the lawfulness oy «t. Now, if you are bmught
to this state of mind, thon for you to attend upon it
is unfascful, for thus St. Puul hath exprossly deter-
wined : ¢ He that doubteth is condemned if he eat,
hecaue ho cateth not of faith: for whatsosver is
uot of faith is sin g’ thats, it is a wicked thing ; for
a person to do rhai which he doubteth the lawful-
ness of, he will be condemined of God as a sinner, if
he ventures out of complaisance, false shure, or any
other princielc, to do what he kuows, or oven sus-
pects, that God hath forbidden. Allow me to ask
those who attend this diversion, Do you think a dy-
ing bed will be made casy and corafortable by the
remembrance of your attachment toit? Wil 1t af-
ford uny satisfaction then, that you have taken,
what you now call innocent liberties? Or rather,
will it not give you (as I know it bath given some
others) much pain and terror, when you are enter-
ing on the cternal world 2¢

7ndulgo me, while I ask once more, whether you
think that the pleas with which you now makea
shift to satisfy {our minds will bear you out at the
tribunal of Gotd 7 Will he admit them as sufficient?
Dare you veuture your presont comforts and ever-
fasting salvation upow them ? You had need be
very clear where so much dopends. Itis good to
he sure, whero your efernal intorest is at stake.—
Forbearaneo is certainly sdfest, and we cannot be
too safe where sin and duty, beaven and hell, are
concerned ! ¢ Happy is the man that feareth al-
ways: but he that bardencth his heart shall fall in-
to mischief.” But I know, by painful observation
and exporience, how little arguinents and remon-
strances of this kind are regarded, especially by per-
sons of tho higher ranks, when the fuhion of the
age, and the ;ﬁaco where they live, and their own
nchnations draw the other way. So great bowever
is my regard for your best interest, that, methinks,
I would not have you go even to the play-house,
wethout loarniug something good and uscful there.
Let me, tborefore, recommend it to you, who, after
all, choose to sttend it, that before tho play begins,

* A Lady travelling in s stage coach with the Rev. James
Hervey, was largely exaptiatiog on theatrical amusements,
as supenior to all other entertainments. Amopg other
things she observed, thist there wie the plensure of THINK-
1a oo tlie play beforo she weut—the pleasure of aTTEKD-
18G it, and the pleasure of RXVLECTING upon it afier her
return, Mr, Heryoy told her, that there was one ploasure.
sho had not meptioned. The tudy mq}ufnnF engesly what
that was, ‘hc answered, * Marlan, th¢ ploasare it will
give yau oniyour BEATU<BXD.” The lidy was so much
struck with e well-timed hint, that she forsook the Play-
homi, and sct herself to puraue and ehjoy those pleasures
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which would aord ber cOMYoRTABLE REFLECYIONS on
trer-BEATH B, ’ ot Tt

or hetwaon the ncts, you dwell & hittle upon such re-
flactions as thoso, You are acting a part on tho
great stage of l:{“ a part assyzned  you by the inf
mito, Eternal Jehovah, your Creator, Governor,
Benofactor, and Judgo:—'Thut he sits hehingd the
scones, and though you soe him not, ho sces you, and
obsorves and records all your actions, words, and
thougnts : that be 15 too- wiso a Boing to be decciv-
ed, and toe holy and awful a Being to ho trifled
with. That you inay, .in a moment, oven whilo
you aro sceing the play, be called off the stage of
life to appoar beforo your Judge. That you must
givo an account to him of all things done in the
body~of your tinio and your money—your thoughts
and imazinatious—of tho pninewples on which you
have acted m hife—of tho encoyragoment and coun-
tenanco wineh you havo given to religion or to viro;
aud the g ,od or injury wluch you kavo dons to the
souls of others by your converse and example. If it
shall thon appear that you have acted your part
well, and kept yoursclves pure, you will reccive the
applauso of your Judgoe: all his snints and angels
will conenr ity and you wul be for ever happy;
but if you have acted your part ill, he will nost cer-
tainly and awfully condomn you; and you will
have your portioc, your everlasting portion, with
*the devil and his angels, in everlasting fire '—Matt.
xxv. 41. »
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A DESCAIPTION OF THE PEAK IN DERDYSHIRE.
From Morilz's Travels.

Having arrived in Derbyshice, a distance of 170
miles from London; the author thus describes the
town of Castleton, in which the Peak is situated 1

«I ascended one of tho highest hills, and all at
once perccived a beautiful vale below me, which
was traversed by rivers and brooks, and inclosed
on all sides by hills. In this valo lies Castlcton, a
small town, with low houses; so namecd from an
old castle, whose ruins are still to be scen hero.

** A narrow path, which wound itsclf down the
side of the rock, led me through the vale into the
street of Castleton, where 1 found an inn, and din-
ed.  After dinuer, I nade the best of my way to
the cavern.

« A\ Jitde rivolet, which runs through the middls
of the town, led me to its entrauce.

« 1 stood here a few monents, full of wonder and
astonishment ot tho amnazing height of the steep
rock before me, covered ou cach side with ivy and
other sbrubs. At its summit are the decayed walls
and towers of an aacient costle, which formerly
stood on this rock ; and at its foot the monstrous
aperture, or mouth to the entrance of the cavern;
where it is totally dark, even at mid-day.

“+ As 1 was standing here fuil of admiration, 1
percoived at the entrance of the cavern, n man of
arude and rough appearagce, who asked me if I
wished to see the Peak: and an echo strongly re-
vorberated his course voice.

“ Answering him in the affirmative, he uext in-
quired if I should want to be carried to the other
side of the stream; telling me at the same timo
what the sum would bo which ¥ must pay for it.

*'Chis man had, alongyith his black stringy hair,
and his dirty and tattered clothes, such a singularly
wild and infernal look, that he actually struck mie
as a real Charon: his voice, and the questions ho
asked me, were not of a kind to remove thisnotion,
so far froin 1ts requiring any coffort of imagination,
1 found it not easy to avoid belioving, thatat length
I bad actually rcached Averaus,—was about to
cross Acheron,—und to be ferricd by Charon !

+ ¥ hud no soouner agreed to his dewand, than he
told me, all 1 had to do was boldly to fullov® him,
—aud thus we entered the cavern.

« In the entrance of the cavern lay the trunk «f
a tree that had been ecut down, on which several
boys of tho town were playing.

“ Our way scomed o be altogether on n deseent.
though not steep: so that the light, which came in
at the mouth of the cavern near the eutrance, gra-
dually forsook it; and when we had gone forward
a fow stops farthar, 1 was astonished by a sight,
wwhich, of all others, T here the Joast expected; T
pereeived to the right, in the hollow of the eavern,
a whole subteri‘a%fiean village, where thie inhahitants,
on account of its being Sunday, were restit’g from
their work, and twith -happy and cheerful looks
wero sitting at the doore ‘of their &intd atupg " with
their childitn, - 0t F? oo T



