
THE HA UNTED HOTEL.

vas a.mong the visitors at one of your
Enliali luncheon parties. A lady, a
Perfect stranger to me, came in late--
after ve had left the table, and had
retired to the draving-rooni, she
bappened to take a chair near me ;
and we vere presented to each other.
I knlew ber by Dame, as she knew me.
It vas the woman whom I bad robbed
of ber lover, the voman who had
'written the noble letter. Nov listen!1
'You vere impatient with me for not
interesting you in what .1 had said
just now. I said it to satisfy your
mind that I had no enmnity of feeling
tovards the lady, on my aide. I ad-
mired bier, I feit for ber-I had no
cause to reproacb myself. This is very

imotnas you will presently see.
Obeaie, I have reason to be as-

8ured that the circumstances bad been
trulY ezplained to bier, and that she
understood 1 vas in no way to blaine.
NOV,' knoving ail tbese necessa.ry
tbings as you do, explain to M,if you
eau, wby when I rose and met tbat
vOramn' eyes looking at me, I turned
Cold from head to foot, and sbuddered
and shivered, and knew what a deadly
Panlic of fear was, for the fi-st time iu
my if e.'

The Doctor began to feel interested
at lut,

'Was there anytbing remarkable
in tbe lady's personal appearance,' bie
asked.

'Notbing wbatever l' vas tbe vebe-
ment reply. c'Here is tbe true des-
cription of bier :-The ordinary
En"hs lady ; the clear cold blue
8ee, tbe fine rosy complexion, tbe in-
animately polite ma]nner, tbe large
good-u 0ure moutb, tbe too plump
chleeks and chixn; these, and. notbing
more.

' Was tbere anytbing in lber expres-
sion, vben you first looked at bier,
tbst took you by surprise 1 V

'There vas natural cuniosity to see
the wonmAn wbo had been preferred
t'O hier; &and !Perbaps some astoxdsb-
nieut also, flot to aee a more eflgagiiig

admore beautiful person ; botb those

feelings restrained vithin the limita
of good breeding, and botb not lasting
for more tban a few momnents-so far
as I could see. I say "lse far," be-
cause tbe borrible agitation tbat e
communicated to me disturbed my
judgment. If I could bave got to tbe
door, I would bave run out of tbe
room, she frigbtened nie se! I vas
not even able to, stand up-I sank back
in my cbair; I stared borror-struck at
tbe calm blue eyes tbat vere only
looking at me witb a gentle surprise.
To say tbey affected me like tbe eyes
of a serpent is to say notbing. I feit
ber seul lu tbem, looking into mine-
looking, if sncb a tbing can be, uncon-
sciously to bier own mortal self. I tell
you my impression, in ail its borror
and lu ail its folly I That voman is
destined (vithout knowing it berseU),
to be the evil genius of my life. Her
innocent eyes saw bidden capabilities
of wickedness in me tbat I vas not
avare of myself, until I felt tbem
stirring under bier look. If I commit
fauits lu my life to come--if I am even
guilty of crimes-she vili bring tbe
retribution, vithout (as I firmly be,-
lieve> any conscious exercise of ber
ovn viii. In one indescribable moment
I felt ail this--and I suppose my face
shoved it. The good artless creature
vas inspired by a sert of gentle alarm,
for me. IlI am afraid tbe beat of tbe
room is too much for you; vil you
try my smelling-bottle 1 " I beard bier
say tbose kind vords, and I remember
notbing else-I fainted. When I re-
covered my senses tbe company bad
all gone ; only the lady of tbe bouse
vas witb me. For tbe moment I
could say notbing to bier; the dread-
fui impression tbat 1 bave tried to,
describe to you came back to me vitb
the coming back of my life. As seon
as I could speak, I implored her to teli
me the vhole trutb about the voman
vhom I had supplauted. You ses, 1
hail a fait hope that ber good chars-
ter migbt not really be deserved, thaît
bier noble letter vas a skil*l piece of
hypocrisy-ia short, that q1ie secretly


