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PLEASANT HOURS.
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LEANING TOWER.

Our_picture to-day gives us a pretty
clear idea of the famous leaning tower of
Pisa in Italy, and also of a great baptistery
near by. This tower was begun in 1174,
but whether it was built leaning as it now
stands, just for an architectural curiosity,
or whether the unequal settling of the
foundation caused it to incline to one side
is not known. It was most likely built in
its present position, as the top part is said
to be constructed of very porous and light
sort of stone. It is 179 feet high and leans
about thirteen feet out of the perpendicular.
The purpose for which this famous tower
was built is not known, but it is now pre-
served solely as an object of curiosity.

A GOOD PLAN.

Two boys were going down the street of
a little village one hot, dusty day. “I'm
very dry,” said one of them, as he wiped
the sweat from his faea, “ and I'm tired too.
Ain't you, Robert?” “Yes, T am,” an-
swered Robert. ““Let us stop somewhere
and rest and get a drink.” T am favour-
able to that plan,” said the other lad.
*‘ Here’s a cool-looking place ; let's go in.”
The place he referred to was a saloon. On
the windows were painted in gilt letters,
‘¢ Liquors and cigars. Come in.” * No,”
said Robert shakii« his head, ‘I won't go
in there. Let's go on farther.” ¢ Bug
why not stop here?” asked the other lad.
““The place looks pleasant—more so than
any other place I can see.” *“Yes, it looks
pleasant enough,” said Robert ; ¢‘ but it's a
saloon. They sell liquor there.” ¢ What
of that?” asked the other. ‘ We're not
obliged to drink any of it if we go in, are
wel” “Well, no,” answered Robert ;
“but I don’t like getting into the habit of
lounging about such places. There seems
to be something about them that fascinates
a fellow, I've watched the men who go in
there, I've heard them talk about it. They
say they know they ought not to hang
about the saloons, but if they stop to-day,
to-morrow they want to go again, and
something seems to draw them there in
spite of their judgment. They don't visit
a saloon very often before they get to
smoking and drinking and playing cards,
and the first they know they are neglecting
their business for the pleasure they find in
this kind of life. 1t’s down, down all the
way, and from what I've seen of this drink
business 1t ssems to me it’s just as it is
with us when we run down a hill : we get
to going faster and faster, and we can:b
stop still till we reach the bottom ; it
seems= as if we were obliged to keep on go-
ing when we get fairly under motion. It's
just 50 with most men who get into the

PISA’S L].'}"\ NING TOWER.

habit of drinking ; when
they get started they can’t
stop till they get to the
bottom. I don’t want to get
started ; I don’t want to put
myself in the way of being
tempted to start ; so I think
biest to keep out of the saloon.
Aslong as I keep away I'm
safe.” “You're right,” said
the other. I didn’t think
of that. T don’t want to be
a drunkard any more than
you do, and I’ll shake hands
in keeping out of the starting
place of drunkards if you
will.”  And they shook hands
on this good resolution, and
T hope they will always ad-
here to it.—Temperance Ban-

COMRADES.
BY WILLIAM 8. M'LEAN.

WHERE is the boy or girl
who does not love to sit and
listen to stories about In-
dians 2 8o if you will just
listen for a while, T will tell
you a story about two Indian
boys.

It was one fine summer’s
morning, on the banks of the
Belly River, about three
years ago. The river being
very low, two Indian lads
began to cross to the other
side, to get some firewood.
On reaching the other side,
they began to gather their firewood, think-
ing not of the moments that were so
swiftly passing by. After they had
grthered envugh wood they began to return.
By this time the river had swollen to the
edge of the bank. As evening was fast
approaching, they began to think how to
getacross. At last, the eldest lad, taking
his companion by the arm, plunged into
the stream, using all their strength against
the heavy current, but the elder lads
strength at last began to fail in him
efforts to try and save his comrade. He
then entreated his young companion to
try and save himself, but the youth would
not go.

Down the stream they drifted. The
youngest lad, stretching out his hand,
caught a passing log ; the elder lad, being
too feeble to make any cxertion to catch
the log, was carriel away by the heavy
carrent.  The youth on the log worked
like a hero, to steer in the path of his com-
rade. At last his efforts were rewarded
with success. Then, by the help of those
who were watching from the banks, they
were safely landed.  Once more enjoying
the comforts of their Indian home, and
ever proving to each other true and devoted
friends.

Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada.

LESSON NOTES.

SECOND QUARTELR,
OLD TESTAMENT TKACHINGS.

B.C. 1706-1600.] LKSSON VII.
ISRAEL IN EGYPT.

[May 13.
Exod. 1. }-14. Memory verses, 8-10.
GoLbEN TEXT,
Our help is in the name of the Lord. —
Psalm 124, 8.
OUTLINE.

L. Small Beginnings, v, 1-5,

2. Great Increase, v. 6, 7.

3. Sore Aflliction, v, 8-14,

Timk.—This lesson j

over one hundred years—from B.C. Y706,

the date of the descent into Egypt, to B.C
1600, the beginning of the bon({’asge. ’

Prace.—The land of Goshen, on the Lorder
between Egypt and the wilderness,

RULER. —A Pharach of & new dynasty.

Exnmumns.-—"Children of Israel 7
The sons of the patriarch J, acob, called Tsrael
Pfter his wrestle with the angel ((en, 32, 28),
They came into Egypt from Canaan by invita-
tion of Joseph (Gen. 45, 19).  “His house.
hold ”—Wives, children, and servants. *‘Qut
of the loins of Jacob ¥—Meaning the family

nclodes a period of

of Jacob. ¢ Seventy souls "—This included
Jacob himself in the number, * Died ”—
Joseph lived to the age of one hundred and
ten years. ** Multiplied ”—All these words
show a very rapid and great increase in
number. **The land was filled ”—Gosheun,
the portion of Kgypt where they lived.
Their number was in fulfilment of God’s pro-
mises to Abraham and Jacob. “A new
king ”—He belonged to a new line or dynasty
of kings. ¢ More and mightier than we ”’—
His fears made them larger than they really
were. ‘‘ Wisely "—What men call wisdom
God often connts wickedness. ““Get them
up out of tiie land ”—He did not like to lose
them, because they might be of service.
*“ Taskmasters ” — Egyptian rulers, who re-
quired them to work for the king. ¢“Treasure
cities ” — Lither * fortified cities,” or, as
some think, “‘temple cities.” **The more
they multiplied ”—Because God was on their
side.  * Grieved ” — Angry and hateful,
‘ Rigour "—Hard usage. *“Brick "—Bricks
made of clay and straw are largely used in
Egypt. “In the field "—In digging canals
and building public works. Their troubles
led them to God by showing them that only
God could help them,

Howme REapiNGs.
M. Israel in Egypt.—Exod. 1. 1-14.
Tu. A great nation.—Gen. 46. 1.7,
W. Increasing in numbers.—Gen. 47, 27.31.
Th. Oppressed without cause.—Isn. 52, 1.6,
F. Hardly treated.—Exod, 5. 13-19.
8. A cry of distress.—Psaln 142.
Su. The Spirit given.—Acts 2. 1-12,
Pracricar TeacHiygs,

Where in this lesson are we shown—

L. lngatitude for great-favours?

2. Yulfilment of (God’s promises?

3. Persecution of the Church of God?

THE LrssoN CATecHIsM.

1. What was the number of the Israelite
family when they went down to Kgypt?
¢ Seventy persons.” 2. How long did they
remain there? *“Until the time of Moses.”
3. What happened to them as a people ?
* They increased abundantly.” 4. Who be.
came ruler over lgypt? < A king who knew
not Joseph.” 5. What was his treatment of
the Israelites? ““He made them slaves,” 6.
What is the Golden Text?  Our help,” etec.

DocrriNAL Sucarstion. — God’

A _ 8 protect-
ing providence.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
What is faith, in general ?
Faith, in general, is a convietion of the

truth and reality of those things which Qod
has revealed in the Bible,

A BOOK OF INDIAN STORIES.

WayY is it that *“ parents” so often frown
on books that make their children's eyes
bulge with delight? Take the usual ¢ Tn.
dian story,” for instance ; what objections
your father and mother find in those en.
trancing tales of scalps and trails and toma-
hawks ! So we think we are doing a favour
to everybody when we recommend a book
of Indian stories and pictures that even the
strictest parent couldn’t have the heart to
take away.

It is one thing to sit in a flat” in Tor-
onto and write of imaginary adventures on
the plains and in ¢the Rockies,” but it
takes grit and goodness and grace to induce
a man to go away up into the region west
of Hudson’s Bay to live with the half-starved
Indians, and preach the Gospel to them.
When a man who has done that comes
home, and writes a hook on it, everybody
wants to read it. 8o, when Dr. Young
the missionary to the Crees of Canada, pubZ
lished his “By Canoe and Dog Train,” 5
few years ago, thousands of copies were
snapped up by eager readers, The same
author has just written a second volume
* Stories from Indian Wigwams,” whioh 14

ublishegl at the same moment in N ew

ork, Cincinnati, Toronto, and London,
It has more pictures and more good stories
phan the first, and is the sort of a book to
Interest the whole household. It is a prime
book for a Sunday-school library, too. Tt
may he obtained of the publishers of this
paper at $1.25,

*“An Indian family had a tame bear of
whl_oh they were very fond. They lived in
a birch-bark wigwam, and the bear had his
share of the little home, He was ver
gentle, and the children played with him
a8 they‘would with a very large dog. In
these wigwams, the baby’s principal resting-

Place is a little hammock that swings from
the tent-poles. One day all the memhbers of
this family owning the tame bear were
away, with the exception of the mother and
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the baby. The supply of water beiP§ o
ha.usted?’the motheIr)I:st obliged to g0 gofi}
to the river, which was not far awnyn’.lo&
some. She left her babe in the hamt 'y
in the tent, and the bear sleeping ne&l}oundé
the ground. When she returned she s
the bear sitting up on his hind legsckiﬂg
using his forepaws as hands, gently 10°% i
the child. The babe was smiling 10% '
the tears on its cheeks told that it had
crying. This seems to have excited
bear’s sympathy, and to have Pro?ptﬁﬁ
him to endeavor in the usual way to 8

N . L
and quiet the little ono, and he had ®
ceeded.”

—————— A W

What Wou' d You Think ?

ihe:
WaaT would you think if the birds and !
flowers gt
Should say that the dew and the sweeb
mer showers s
Were not what they wanted to bathe if
drink,
They'd like something stronger ;
Now, what would you think?

I
-
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And what would you think, some plea™

spring day, i

If the robin and wren and pretty biue ja¥' f,
Should go reeling and falling becaus®

strong drink S

(Just like men and bLoys), -

Now, what would you think ? :

And what would
bouquet,
And found that the flowers acted

same way ? ,
And all of them tipsy because of a drink’

(How queer it would be 1)
But what would you think ?

g
you think if you pickd
just ¢

Well, if it is silly and foolish for them, o

Don’t you think it is worse for the boys
the men ol

Who lose both their bodies and souls,
through drink :

Now, what do you think?

-

Ir the heathen are never saved, lt’/u""ﬂ’
be the fault of stingy, close-fisted chut ;
members, and not the fauls of God. 7
angels have orders to throw every wlllll ]
in heaven wide open as soon as & tof b
tithes have been brought into .thes b
house ; but there is mno promnise . pet? |
single blessing shall fall until this has **
done.—E. P. Brown.

AT LAST! AT LAST!!
A Cheap Edition of
Edward Eggleston’s Famous St

THE ‘

Hoosier Sehooimaster

]

We have just placed on the marl:;et'fd
Canadian Edition of this wor o]
story, and at prices that will open its wh
every home and to every Sundayf° o'}
Library in Canada. Heretofore we haveé '
been able to sell the book at less than 3 (o
and consequently the sale has been restri® ﬂ
Our new Canadian Edition, 2'S poge®
illustrations, we sell as follows :

Cloth, 90 cents.
Paper Covers, 50 cents:

Usual discounts to Schools - ;

08

We have bound. the cloth edition in au:" ’

and strong binding, making it not ° o

good Library book but an acoepf"‘b}en,""

bookas well. It has all the illustratio” P'{
the American edition, and is 60 cents che?

!
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