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OUR PART IN THE NEW YEAR.
BY MARY B. BALDWIN.

TrERE arc people who go about the
world always carrying with t’imm asort of
weasuring line, trying to getat themr exact.
proportion of service, and often giving ox-
ression to tho idea that thoy have
one their part. They are not in-
spiring people, are nut often cien
agreesblo as friends; indeed they
ereate a kind of disgust and antay-
onisn because onc feels that they
are constantly setting their aclicve-
ments and efforts over agamnst those
of others.

Such people are not always born
with the peculiarity mentioned, tut
the selfishness that is favourable to
it growth is in tho heart of cvery
I one to a degree, and nothing is easier
Slthan to assist in the devolopment
by allowing this selfishness to have
#ts way under all conditions.

. It is very sad to see young pueoplo
begin to be careful about speniimg
theinselves too much. To hear fium
sweet lips the words, *‘T have dune
my part,” is & paug to those who
know by experience that nothing
.great or grand or noble ever contes
m a life that refuses to give or
to suffer except by measure. The
‘spirit that prompts such an cxpres-
.aion, if indulged 1n long, will harden
‘the heart, blind the cyes, and tio the
‘B hands. And, girls, would you be-
lieve it': it will change the curves
about the roscbud inouth, will fade
the beauty from the eyes, will take
-the attractiveness from the manner,
-and spoil the young creature entirely
who makes up I'.r mind to do only
.as much of the world’s work s she
can acoomplish without much seli-
denial.

. If such ones would only stop
to. consider the dailylnn;lh h]our]y
‘giving that to make the home
:‘ll:'emﬁwo ofgzgsmfort and of delight
that it is ; if they would for just one
woek watch tho ministrations of a
fond and devoted mother, watch so
| carefully that none of the signs of
" self-surrender would be lost to them,
-they would discover in the study that
from the whole-hearted giving flowed
:not only the happincss that they
: ves experience in their you
lives, but the blessed satisfactiva an
joy that wells up in tho mother's
Loa’-rt, making a spring from which
she drew, in those moments when
she felt almost spent, her comfort
b and strength for new service.

}. The Master never spoke words that
ftouched with a deeper significance
he Yery springs of mnotive and their
outoome than these: ‘‘He that
feaveth his life shall lose it.” Ah,
Bthe- true mother never saves Ler
Rife] She gives and gives, and when
kat last the tired haunds must bo folded, the
Exreat, loving heart satill yoarns to make
nother effort for the dear oncs, and some-
Btimes breaks with the longing.

. Supposc you try this doing a little nore
fthan your -in this happy New Year,
fgirls ; it will be an experiment that will pay.
zif at the end of the time you do not
ind that you are living in a Jarger world
Rhen before, it will be a strange circum-

%

stamee , and after you Luve grined thehalat year old was o very smpottant waoueow ey
of being generous with your effort, you will - certain Jawsnit.  One of the lawyers, after
begin to despise thin heeping back of the  cross-questioning the Jad sevady, <ad

best put of anc’s ~ell,and after a while it Your father has been talking to yau amld
will be sphsig if done do not recogine telhing you how to tvwlnf.\, st e 7

the fact that your hughest juy comes from © Yen, g he has,” was the Ty s 10y
giving freely. “Now,” sad the lawyer, thiahme *

New Year's Greeting.

A Harpy New Year
To each little friend,
From its very begmuing
Clear down to its end':
Through the snow of the winter,
The sunshine of spring,
The bright blossoms of sntnmer,
Fruits autuma shall bring.

A Happy New Year
In the home that you love,
The good gift of your Father
In heaven alwve,
With schoolmates nud classmatces,
In the studies you trace,
And teachers that help you
O'er overy hard place.

A Happy New Year,
We wish it for you;

And if you would have it,
Thexe things you must do

Be obedient and truthful,
Ever loving and muld.

For all things be thankful,
Be tiod’s own dear child.

SIS AS N AN S,

UESTIONIN had discovered something, **just tell un
OBOBS-QUESTIONING. how your father told you to tcsjufy."

It is very needful in courts of law, where *Well,” said the boy modestly, “*father
witnessesare bound to tell the whole truth,  told mo the Janyers would try s Langlo me
and nothing but the truth, that they be n iy testinuny, but if 1 would just bo
questivhied and  cross-questioned, sv- that  warcful and tell the trueh, T could tell the
al) the facts may be brought out. Some- same thing overy tune.”
times lawycers care more for getting thar  Lawyers sometiiues nnd that thuit cros
cases than they do for getting at tho truth, questivus, all furth wiiucky anawers, Tha
and then they try to cr-os-question aml  one esnidently got more truth than e
confuse the witnesses. A little twelve wished for.

£0 1E NEW YEARS DAY CUSTOMS.

Tur «ld Romans consalunnd it peculiarly
rathg to b any ew cndoepriw or to
cener ugren aby new office upaon Now Yoar's

o.M the medhanes ]u-gun --motlmng

t then art or tendes and imen of lotters
did the same, a8 to baok, pocs, wte.
And the consnle thoeush chasen be-
Fooo vntepad upen t 0 3 ven thas
dany Vter the maver o0t was m
i cirede e o s + the won
moaie bl 0 New Yoad's lll) tor
the et attended Ty epewild,
whens ta whete Ladle vt bofore
_)u‘.l'll. were sientivesl  to Jllplt(‘l’
Capnrtaodinus A great Jaal of e guse
i\lu\ Al §s e was s]&‘ul in the
te u-plc The flaagans, h)geultl’ n.th
the consuls, daing the religieua
sulemty, offucl thear vowa for the
prosperity  of the ctupiro, and, the
empent having *aken an oath f
allcge and contrinal all public
ata done Tyl dunng the preceal
g year, foste tiest ik place ames
all dasses, and listed several days.
Tt was n time of umvenal rejoicing,
when presents wete exchanged and
differenice reconciied. The Druids
also sxcrificed twe, wlite bulls, and
at tho game tmne the ceremony of
cutting the nustletoe was porformed.
One of the prests clothed in white
mountel the tree and cut of the
mistletoo with a knife of guld, which
was rocowved by another priest stand-
ing on the ground in his white robe.
The sacrifice was then performed, and
{)m_\*cm were offereld to God to send a
blessing upon lus own gift.  The
{;Ic:mt thus gathited wa., supposed to
stow fertility apon man and beaxt,
and to bo a specitic against all rorts
of poison.

1t was considered unlucky, in some
parts of Germany, to leavo any work
untinished ; and it was supposed that
Lady Berchta—a mythim{ spiritual
being, who has the oversight of sin
ners  was angered by it. The last
day of the year is sacred to her,
and, if she finds any flax left on the
distaff that day she apoilat.  There
was a cuntous Oniental custom pecu
liar to the day, alled by the Arabs
and Persians **the samo of the
beardless river.,” A deformed man,
whase hair has been shaved off and
hus face, luwlicrvudly painted with
vancgated culuurs, rides throa h rhe
streets on an azs, and bhelovoen un
the wost whumsual and a0 gant
manner, to the great dolghe of the
maltitade that {0k Lus.  In ths
wani t he praveds from e W
doar @l KR A" i n doay
A 'uu..'mr N Y 0‘,1: [T | 9
varegs et of Sothond Lo o g
natie oil guwarding. In England,
nmid the ringing ot church bells,
nnging out the old year and ushring m
the new year, 1t was customary for the
young womeh f the ullage o caay fran
denit e donr a busl of apived ale, aoiata
tion of the * wassail Lowl” wh L ﬂll'y
offer to the nlal tanta of every Loune,
sugzing  congtatalatory  verws,  _cuemlly
hiunlo ci‘_) thunslves, and Buzgunt.i, hmall
jrresents. 'r’n: youny pour}(. n:x- A !-.\n;wd
wATMChta, w}._‘d. unc) called umnang and
disguising. -- The Churchman,




