638

THE EDITOR'S SITANTY.

The despateh to her Majesty's Ambassador at
Constantinople authorizing him, in certain speci-
fied contingencies, to send for the British fleet,
was dated the 31st May, and the order sent direct
from England to her ¥ajesty’s admiral toproceed
to the neighborhood of the Dard:nelles was dated
the 2nd of June.

The determination to occupy the Principalities
wag, therefore, taken before the orders for the
advance of the combined squadrons were given.

The Sultaw’s Minister was informed that unless
he signed within a week, and without the change
of a word, the note proposed to the Yorte by
Piince Menchikofl, on the cve of his departure
from Constantinople, the Principalities of Molda-
via and Wallachia would be occupied by Russian
troops. The Sultan could not accede to so in-
sulting a demand ; but when the actual occupa-
tion of the Principalities took place, the Sultan
did not, as he might have done in the exercise of
his undoubted right, declare war, but addressed
& protest 10 his allies.

Her Majesty, in conjunction with the sovereigns

of Austria, France, and Prussia, lasmade various ;
attempts to meet any just demands of the Empe- ,

ror of Russia without affecting the dignity and
independence of the Sultan ; and had it been the
solc object of Russia to obtain security for the
enjoyment by the Christian subjects of the Porte
of their privileges and immunities, she would
have found it in the offers that have been made
by the Sultan. But as that sccurity was not of-
fered in the shape of a special and separate stipu-
lation with Russia it was rejected. Twice has
this offer been made by the Sultan, and recom-
mended by the four Powers, once by a note
originaliy prepared at Vienna, and subsequently
modified by the Porte, once by the proposal of

civilized world, to take up arms, in conjunction
with the Emperor of the French, for the defence
of the Sultan,

Her Majesty is persuaded that in so acting she
will have the cordial support of her peonle; and
that pretext of zeal for the Christian religion will
be used in vain to cover an aggrescion under-
taken in disregard of its holy precepts, aud of its
pure and beneficent spirit.

ITer Majesty humbly trusts that her eftorts may
be successful, and that, by the blessing of Irovi-
dence, peace may be re-established on a safe and
solid foundation.

WesTsunster, March 28, 1854,

DECLARATION.

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, having been com-
pelled to take up arms in support of an ally, is
desirous of réndering the war as little onerous as
+possible to the Powers with whom she remaing
at peace.

‘I'o preserve the commerce of neutrals from all
unnecessary obstruction, her Majesty is willing,
for thie present, to waive a part of the belligerent
!rights appertaining to her by the law of nations.

It is impossible tor her Majesty to forego the
exercise ol her right of seizing articles contraband
of war, aud of preventing neurrals from beuring
‘the encmy’s despatches; and she must maintain
*the right of & belligerent to prevent neutralsfrom
breaking any effective blockade which may be
established with an adequate force against the
enemy’s forts, harbours, or coasts.

But her Majesty will waive the right of seizing
! encimy’s property laden on board a nentral vessel,
unless it be contraband of war.

It is not her Majesty’s intention to claim the

bases of negotiation agreed upon at Constantino- | confiscation of neutrals property not being con-
ple, on the 31st December, and approved at | iraband of war found on board enemy’s ships:
Viennz, on the 18th of January, as offering to the , and her Majesty further declares, that being anx-
two partics the means of arriving at an under- | jous to lgsscn as, m}xch as p_ossnble the evils of
standing ina becoming and honorable mavner. | war, and'to restrict its operations to the regularly
Itis thus manifest that a right for Russia to  O'ganized forces of the country, it is not her pres-
interfere in the ordinary relations of Turkish sub- | Si¢ intention to issue letters of marque for the
jects to their sovercign, and not the happiness of | commissioning of privateers.
Christian communi;jcs in Turkey, was the object | VWESTMINSTER, March 28, 1854,
sought for by the Russian government; to such ; .
a demand t}gc Sultan wou]é, not subm'xt’, and his ; . ?ndepcndemly of the former go_od‘ fecling ex
Highness, in sclf-defence, declared war upon Rus- , 84ng on the part of Great Britain towards
sia; but her Majesty, nevertheless, in conjunction | Turkey, the annexed document roused the utmost
with her zilies, bas not ceased her endeavors to indignation agaist the Emperor Nicholas, The
restore peace between the contending parties. proverb, * Quem Deus vult perdére, prius demen-

The time has, however, now arrived when the ; °% ! S . .
advice and remonstrances of the four Powers 24t i fully referable to the species of insanity

having proved wholly ineffectual, and the mihitary { which could have tempted the Russian Emperor
preparations of Russia becoming daily more ex- 1 had to bazard to the mocking public so signal
tended, it is but too abvious that the Emperorof |\ <ho 0 oo bis duplicity :—

Russia bas entered upon a course of policy which,
The “ secret and confidential® correspondence

if unchecked, must lead to the destruction of the
Ottoman empire. on the Eastern question excluded from the Blue-

In this conjuncture her Majesty feels called | books, has been laid before Parliament, and com-
upon by rcgard for an ally, the integrity and inde- ) Pletes, weimagiue, the Listory of the negotiations
pendence of whose empire have been recognised | that have taken place. The documents in ques-
as cssential to the peace of Europe, by the sym- | tion are chiefly a2 relation by Sir Hamilton Sey-
pathics of her people with right against wrong,  mour of various conversations with the Emperor,
by a desire to avert from her dominions most in-  running over the first four months of the past
jurious conscquences, and to save Turope from‘ycar, viz., from Jan. 11 to April 23, with the
the preponderance of a Power whick. Lias violated | memorandum drawn up by Couut Nesselrode in
tho faith of trcaties, and defies the opinion of the s June, 1844. Tho first conversation commenced




