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only inmates were rats and mice, the aforcsuid
spirit always exccpted. Mr. MeMurrieh, hio%-
ever, toolz a fiincy to the messuage, and ratdier
looked upon the visitations of its former pos-
sessor as an advantage than otherwise, seeing
that iii consequence the rent dernanded was
almost nominal. To speakc the nakcd trutlî 1
vcry inuch incline to the opfinion that lic was
strongly ttnged %vith infidelity on the sulîject
of apparitions. Ilc used somietimies to observe
that in the carlier part of lus lfe lie liad
ivatclied ivith a great sehoolinaster nanied
Johnson, for a glhost in a bouse which wvas

situatcd in a part of London called Cock Lane,
and that the affair turned out to bu an imipu-
dent imposition. 1 may hicre mention in pass-
ing, that nîy relative gaied a very unhecalthy
reputation on account of his doggcd refusaI

te bc frightened by thc disembodicd self-
murderer. The serions old womcan shook

their heads solcninly wvhen they alludcd to Uic
mattcr, and expressed their conviction tlîat

Mr. Mungo was a perfect Sadilucee, who
should bc taken to task by the Kirk Session.
As the suspcctcd personage, howcver, was a
niember of thc Episcopal communion ho was
not amenable to the suggested overhauling,
and thus, in ail Probability, cscapcd the éclat
of a stance on the stool of repentance.

lleturning to the house, 1 îizay observe, that

the windoNI s thereof werc so darkcncd mwith
dust, and shrouded with spiders' Nvcbs, that
it was ncxt to, an inîpossibility te sec inte theni.
Wticthcr any o ceuld sec miut of the saine,

was a preblcm which few could solve. MINY
grand-unicle was a mari whe was of a costive

and misanthropical tura of mind, and with

thc exception of the doctor, and Mi'. Rubrie

the prelatic priest, and thcy only at an orra

time, fewv, even of his own kith and km>, ovcr

were periîîitted te darkcn his door.
Froin the ahove-rnentioned particulars it

will Uc cîcar that the denizens of Pctcrliead

had full cause for the wondcrment with wluich

tlîcy rcgardcd Mr. Mungo MeMN;urricli. Most

natural 'vas it that lic sliould have been the

leading attraction of a commiunity wlieh hiad

iiotliing in Uic shape of thcatrcs, or herse

races, or even executions te raise tUeur nîinds
froin the stagntatîin of every day 111e.

I iiicntioned before tlîat my great grand-
imiele cnjoyed the reputation of being tUe

possessor of witeld weaitU. Tllis rumeiur liad

the cff'ectof proeuring him the attentions of ali
wlio coîild cotin t tlîe nîost remote consangiiinity
with sueli a hiighîly favoureid personage. 1Vvery
now and tiien, lie %vas gettitiîg donaitions of
swcet xnilk chiceses, rizzard haddies, atid skeps
of lioney froin luis disinterested iî~1esand
nicces, %lio evinccd a <legree of' solicituude in
lus we]f.ire wihich Nvould have been absoliitely
sýubliIne, liad the objeet of it heen a SIIpplicant

for the necessaries of life. fly tUe way, it is
ratluer a renuirkablc circumnstance tha:t wlieii
a1 man bias more than lic Cali cat, tiere arc

officious li:uds ever rendy to burdeî luis table
'vith superfluous sustentation. The solution
of this inystery I leave to a miore pluilosophical
hcad tlian 1 can boast of. As thec SlieriIV's

oficer said vhien lie wvas reîiiisti'atetl %itli

by a bankirupt wluose goods lic was cirry:ng

off', 11 know notlîing of causes, and only trouble
mnyscîf ivitli efJJ'cts P"

Once in cverytivclve months,viz. New-Year's
Day, a legion of aIl who could claini the niost

distant coanection with Mr'. MýeM.Nurrich, used

to proceed to lus dwvelling bouse in a body,
and fairly takie it by storm, te denuonstrate

how profoundly thcy had, bis healtlî and com-

fort, at heart. These convention-, were cern-

posedl of individuals hailing frora every quarter

of honnie Scotland. Glasgow sent its repre-

sentative in the shape cf a poleunical wcnver,

whlo used te entertain lus relative with

dissertations on yarn and frcc will. There was

a cattle dealer from Perthshire, a cousin only

thirty-six times removed, w'hoeo v'usits wec

tlîe more acceptable tlîat they were gencrally

accompanied with a pcace-offering of cured

tongues. An Edinburgh lawvyer, a %'riter te,

thc sfigact, likcwvise swclled these annual re-

unions, and used te discourse in a most reli-

gions and cdifying strain, touching tluc duty

of Christian mendi sposing of theur substance,
wlîilst iii the full possession of their senses, and

înploying a meniber of the learnied faculty t>

drawv up tUe rcquisite instrument.

MNungo M.NeMurricli did not appeair to appre-

ciate the attentions cf' lus re:.itives to tlîe ex-

tent which miglit reason*ablav beii expcCt-

cd. 1,i',0o1gli lie did not precinely sh!ut thie

dloor in their faces, lie neyer perniiitttd theru

to pcneti'ate fiartîmer tlian the kitchen, and

always lookecd imipatient tilI thuesederuiit caine

to an cndf, scemning to thinuk that the exhhbition


