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Foreign Missions.

THE MARCH COLLECTIONS.

On page seven will be found much
important information concerning the
Foreign Mission work, Our readers
will have gathered from the articles we
have published recently from A. Mc
Lean and F, M. Rains, that the man.
agers of the Foreign Society are having
a very anxious time owing to the
scarcity of funds occasioned by the dult
times in the States. The Roard has
had to borrow money and yet has not
been able to pay the missionaries their
salaries 1n full,  ‘This is 2 condition of
things which no Disciple with right
feelings can think of without pain, 1t
goes with the saying that the Discipies
in the States, notwithstanding the hard
times, are able to zeplenish the treasury
of the Foreign Society, so that there
need be no fear of any of the mission.
aries suffering or being subjected to in.
convenience, or the necessity of run-
ning bills in heathen lands. We can
conceive of scarcely anything more des.
picable than for Christians in these fa-
vored lands to neglect to auequately
support their brethren and sisters who
are preaching the gospel in foreign
lands.

We have always been forward in
commending this work to the readers
of the Evaxcerist, and have been
pleased to note that the congregations
of the Disciples of Christ in Ontario
have fcr the most part contributed to
its support. What we would insist
upon is that every church and every
Disciple should give something, and
that the giving should be according to
everyone'sability.

There is often 2 danger that appeals
for money even for mission work will
be misunderstood, or, at least, fail t~
n.ake the impression intended. Our
attitude is briefly this: It is a good
work, out work, the Lord’s work. Loy-
alty to the Master demands that we
should do o1 ¢ il duty always, There
is very special need that we should all
do our part new. Let us keepin mind
the March collection and give as God
hath prospered us.

Baptists and Disciples in the
States.

The Baptist and Disciple papers in
the United States ar¢ now having a
very interesting discussion on the pro-
priety, possibility and probability of
union between thu.z two bodies. It
has been occasioned by Dr. Kenr B,
Tupper, 2 teading Baptist munister of
Denver, Colorado, whoinadea statement
before the Denver Baptist Ministerial
Alliance, which was extensively noticed
in the secular press, was very strongly
in favor of the union of Baptists and
Disciples ar pudlished, and at the same
time unexpectedly friendly to the Dis-
ciples,

Baptist and Disciple editors—as our
United States cousins are wont to say
—from the lakes to the gull, and from

Dr. Tupper’s statement as reported in
the sccular press, and commented up-
on it from their several and diverse
standpoiats, Very hutle attention has
been paid ta the mattes by the Canady.
an Baplist of Toronto. We have no
ticed but two clippings n it from
United States Baptist papers. We re-
produce them here as found in the
Canadian Baplist, as furnishing the
only incication we have yet received of
how Canzdian Baptists would contem.
plate union with the Disciples.

“Louching the matter referred to in
the extract quoted in another paragraph
from the Watchman, and which, by the
way, was crowded out tast week, Dr,
Kerr B, Tupper, writes to the Eaxam.
mer o=

¢+ At our Denver Baptist Ministerial
Alliancs I said that I liked the name
¢ Christian ? because it is Biblical ; that
there is not so great difference between
Baptists and Disciples as is generally
supposed ; that the latter people are in
eiror in the emphasis they place upon
baptism ; that I had hopes that Bap-
tists and Disciples might some day be
organically connected ; that 1 hadeven
had correspondence with prominent
pastors on the matter.  Only this and
nothing more.  WVith my speech every
Baptist pastor agreed.’”

The f{ollowing from the Boston
Watchman explans itself.  \We heartily
endorse the sentiment

“ A sensational report comes from
the west that Dr. Kerr B. Tupper,
pastor of the First Baptist church in
Denver, has mad: the startling an-
rouncement that ‘in a short time the
Baptist and the “ Chnstian ” denomina.
tions wili be united under the name of
the latter, conferences tending to that
end being now pending.’ This state-
ment is said to have been confirmed in
Indianapotis, and it is developed ‘that
the scheme has progressed secretly to a
point that makes its consummation
quite probable, By the ¢ Christian de-
nomination ’ is meant, we presume,
that of the ¢ Disciples,’ sometimes called
¢ Campbellites! We have only to re-
mark, on this statement, that the Bap-
tist churches are ecclesiastically inde-
pendent, and that there is nobody on
earth competent to act for the ‘de-
nomination,’ to treat for its mergence
in another, Nor could the vote of a
majority in any single church bind a
dissentient minority to agree to commit
ecclesiastical hari-kari.  We say this,
not as being at all committed against
an enlargement of our feilowship, pro-
vided the fellowship be true and sin.
cere. But we wait for a further devel-
opment of those secret conferences.
We risk nothing in expressing the be.
lief that they will turn out to fall con-
siderably below the importance attached
to them by the newspaper correspond.
ents. \We trust, at all events, that if
we are to take a new name it will be
some other than ¢ Christian.’ The as-
sumption implied in calting the Episco-
pal church THE church, and all other
Christian ¢ dissenters,’ is modesty and
charity compared with the assumption
by one denomination of the name of
* Christian,’ as a distinctive title.  The
name ‘Baptist’ may have a sectarian
savor, but the name *Christian’ as a
distinguishing title is worse.”

We make a few comments onthese
extracts :

r. Dr. Kerr B. Tupper, according to
his own telling, did not say so mu.h,
or go 50 far as he was reported to have
gone, yet he went a great deal farther
than is agreeable to very many of his
Baptist brethren.

2. Dr. Tuppersays helikes the name
% Christian,” because it is Biblical. He
does not tharefore entertain the senti.
ment of the Boston IWatchman, which
the Canadian Baplist endorses.

If Dr. Tupper prefers the name
% Christian " to that of " Baptist,” he is
not the only Baptist who prefers a Scrip
tural to an unscriptural name. It is not
long since a Baptist minister, occupy-
ing a prominent Canadian Baptist pulpit,
said in the presence of his own congre-
gation that he did not thank his eccle.
siastical ancestors for calling him & Bap-
tist, and went on to discuss the question
of names from 2 New ‘[estament stand-

point in a way that would rejoice the

the Atlantic to the Pacific, laid hold of

heart of an old.fashioned Disciple,
Among other things he sa2id that he
liked the name Disciple, because it de-
notes the constant attitude in which a
follower of Jesus should stand to his
Lotd. So we do not despair of our
Baptist friends by and by being willing
to give up a human name for a divine
one. The reason why the Disciples
object to sectarian names 1s because
they believe it is sinful to wear such
names.  They quote, for example
1 Cor. iii. 4+ * For while one saith, I
am of Iaul; and another, 1 am of
Apollos, are ye not camal?”  More.
over, they do not take to themselves
the names, ** Disciple,” or “ Christian*
in an exclusive sense.

“Dr. Tupper says the Disciples are
“in error in the emphasis they place
upon baptism.”  The purpose of the
Disciples 1s to place the Seriptural em-
phasis upon baptism—no more, no
less.  Canit be wrong to quote to peni-
tent believers the words of the inspired
Apostle Peter as found in} Acts ii. 38,
““Repent ye, and be baptized every
one of you in the narae of Jesus Chnst
unto the remission of your sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” If itis, then the Disciples are
“in errcr in the emphasis they place
upon baptism,” otherwise not. It
would do our Baptist friends good if
they would lay aside their regular Bap-
tist spectacles z little while and note
what emphasis the New Testament
places upon baptism,

4. We are fully persuaded that if
the more liberal section of the Baptist
denomination were to examine the
position of the Disciples, they would
find themselves very agreeably; sur.
prised, and in very congenial com-
pany. We should like to (know, for
example, that the able editor of the
Canadian Baptist had given our dis-
tinctive principles a shreful sudy.

§. What the Boston IWalchman says
about the independence, of Bapist
churches is equally true of congrega-
tions of Disciples. Each is absclutely
independent and at petfect liberty to
act for itself.

We take leave of this interesting
topic here for the present, as in
another place we have somewhat to
say on matters Baptistic.

Prohibition.

It will be known to all that the Pro-
hilition Convention, held in Toronto,
February 6th, was a magnificent suc-
cess. About 1450 delegates were pre-
sent from all parts of the province. A
most harmonious occasion it was, and,
best of all, the Ontanio Government 15
fairly and squarely committed to pro-
hibition,  Prohibition is in politics
now, practical politics, very practical ;
and that is well.

Chief amoag the forces leading to
this result, we would name ZWe Tem-
plar, of Hamilton, and its able editor,
. W. Buchanan. Mr. Buchanan is a
prehibitionist from away back, but he
is aiso a master organizer and a politi-
cal genius. He should be in the Dom-
inion Parliament, not only for prohibi.
tion's sake, but also for the sake of
other great questions that will press for
solution in the near future, He is a
party man, but nc a pattisan. He
can see the faults of his own party ard
the merits of the other.  We predict
for him a career increasingly conspicu.
ous and useful,

This it not exactly what we started
out to write this morning, but as we
wrote Mr. Buchanan came into our
mind, and it cocurred to us that it was
about time we had tendered him our
best respects.

Prohibition is coming, friends; let us
rejoice,

Slocum's Emulsion bas no equal, 35¢.

The ' North-West Baptist™
Again.

Our readers will, of course, under-
stand that in following up the Editor of
the North-Hest Baptist in a way that
s evidemly not pleasant to him, we
have a good object to serve, vie, to
prove to lam and other Baptists like
him, that they do not understand the
posttivn of the Disciples with reference
to the design of baptism, and are con-
sequently given to misrepresenting the
Disciples on that point.

In the Febuuary st North West
Ztaptist we find the following paragraph,
which surpnises us as coming from an
editor of experience. We give it en
tire, that our readers may se¢ it 1n all
Its native beauty:

“THRCANADIAN EVANGELISTONCE
Mort.—For our readers’ sake we say
tonce’ mote. The Canapian Evax
CELIST whiggles and wiggles like a
worm on 2 hook. Its last declares
that we have shifted our grounds of at-
tack by asking it to say ‘whether or
not Disciples have taught and do teach
that the forgiveness of sins is counect
ed with the act of baptism.’ It also
assures us of its readiness to publish a
statement from the Disciples of Winni-
peg to the opposite effect of the Evan.
GELIST'S editorial, charging the Baptists
of this city with hostile acts towards
Disciples. Now, Mr. Evanceurist,
what do you take us for? We offered
to furnish such a statement *in return’
for proof or evidence sustaining your
charge. We re-pledge oursclves to the
bargain. But you know we will never
have to send such a statement signed
by the Disciples of WVinnipeg, inasmuch
as you will never, because you can
never, give one tittle of proof that Bap-
tists were especially hostule, or hostile
at all, at the time the Disciples were
trying to plant their cause here, Qwn
up or quit. As to ‘amending the
charge,’ 1f such we did, it was to add
to it and make it more easily
refuted. In the first we saidthat * Dis
ciples taught that the cerfainties of sal.
vation hang upon, ete’ In our second
we said that Disciples taught that al-
vation itself depended on baptism
One can conceive how many would
agree that the cerfanties of salvation
depended on obedience, who would
dissent from the doctrine that salvation
itself depended on anything but faith
in Jesus Christ. But we question the
wisdom of spending time over Dusciple
doctrine. Disciples, among themselves,
have a hard enough time in seithing
what they believe and what they do
not believe,”

“Once moie.” We did not think
the editor of the North-IWVest Baptist
would play the part of him * who fights
and runs away.” We had thought he
was nothing if rot courageous. But
here we find him squarely intimating
that he does not intend 10 prove his
slandetous charge against the Disciples.
Pethaps he is ashamed of the charge
himself by this time, and dcsires to re-
treat amid a cloud of dust of his own
rasing, and being an editor he can do
that if he is that kind of an editor. As
he leaves the field we fire this shot

from the Christian Courser after him :

“There are two methods opento
the theologian who encounters a prop-
osition which can not be successfully
controverted. One s to frankly adant
the fact, confess error, and change
position, 'This 1s the part of Chrstian
manhood. The other is to distort and
mistepresent the proposition unti! a
very different proposition, and one
easily met, is presented. This is the
part of the weakling and trickster.”

We leave him to make the applica-
tion at his leisure, simply reminding
tum that his original gratuitous charge
was. ‘ Both Catholic and Disciple
are agreed, however, that the certain.
ties of salvation hang upon ecclesiasti.
cal ceremonies und sacerdotal func-
tions.”

That 18 the proposition we call upon
him to prove. But, touse hisown ele-
gant words, which our readers will see
do not apply tous at all, he " wriggles
andwiggleshkeawormon a hook,” and
simply refuses to act the man, to say

nothing of the Christian, and prove the
charge, or retractit.  And oh 1 super-
tative chanity, he says as to amending
the charge,” if such we did, it was to
add toit to make it miore easily refuted,
tHow kind 1 to “make it wore easily
refuted ¥ Say, aather, to make it
more easily ¢stablished.  We are_ not
asking any favors of the editor of
the Northwest Baplist; weare not ask-
ing him to make that task easy for us,
We are more than willing to wrestle
with ham on the ground he himself or.
iginally selected ; and, by the way, is it
usual to spend time refuting charges
before some evidence has been pro-
duced 1n support of them?  Our critic
has made a chatge, and amended it
once or twice, but he has so far offered
not one title of proof. How 1s that
for high-toned Christian  journalism ?
When he adduces some evidence in
suprort of his allegation we shall be
ready to meet him,

As to the wisdom of discussing Dis.
ciple doctaine, all we have tosay is that
the editor of the Northwest Baptist
began it himself this time. And with
reference to what he says about the
difficulty Lnsciples have in setiling
among themselves what they believe,
we are amazed that a Bapust, supposed
to be intelligent, should allow himself
to write that.  For this reason, that it
is so easy to retort, and that tmly;
that the Bapusts are just as bad (or just
as good), as the Disciples in that re.
spect, to say the least; and by way of
illustrating we quote here a recent letter
of 2 well-known Baptist minister 1o the
Christian Evangelist of St. Louis :

“Some of our most prominent secu-
lar capers have very lately circulated
the report that our two denominations
were to unite.  Fo that project I can
say a hearty Amen! But as much as
I desire it, I hardly dare expect it, I
suspect that there are too many in each
degomination who are sloo bigoted 19
be willing to yield anything of what
they have held to be ‘the truth—and
one of the chief reasons why they think
it must be true is decanse they Aave held
1. So far as I can gather from 2 dis-
tant view, I should think your denom.
ination was better in that very respect.
You do not seem to have quite so much
of a cast-iron creed.  Baptist chuiches
ask prospective members 10 subscribe
to a rather lengthy creed. But thefact is
that hardly any two thinking members
hold to all these articles alike. Baptists
are improving in this matter, however,
Time was when it was thought to be
rank heresy to disagree in the smallest
particular with the published asticles of
faith. But that is now very cpmmon,
I should not be surprised o find out
that there was as great a difference in
the belief of different mumbers of the
Baptist church as in the church o
which you belong. But this is 2
point in which Baptist theory does not
quite agree with Baptist practice,”

Evidently that Baptist would have
some trouble in adjusting himself in al}
respects to his pugnactous brother Bap-
tist in Winnipeg. Why, he even thinks
that the Disciples are better than the
Baptists in a certain respect! It really
looks to us as though the editor of the
N. W. Baptist does not know the cur-
rent history of his own denomination.
We feel like posting him a little, and
may do so at another time.

Though our readers niay be getting
tired of this, we cannot close without
referring to the dreadful offense we
committed when we alleged that when
the Disciples were altempting to starta
church in Winnipeg, the Bapiists of
that city wete specially hostil, We
1ade the statement upon the authority
of a brother in Manitoba, whose word
we had no reason to question. When
the V. W, Baptist demanded proof we
did not happen 1o see that paper, and
knew nothing of tue reqaest until the
present interchange of courtesies. We
intimated the same to the editor in 2
former article and expressed out read-
mess  to publish 1he satement

signed by Winnipeg Disciples, . We




