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THIBT LEE.

ot odrirsi g mun

individuals upon whese wemories my mind debghts to
dwel, and waose portrans | would essay to trace.
Ta thaie day the mass of the clergy wero orthodox
withutt 1agmg a noiss about ity they were moral
witho it persecuting every wan that was lax; they
formed an mresmodiate link between the gantry aud
the wdastrous clarses, partakmg of the self po<ses.
mon ot e one, and the homely shrewdness of the
other.  Tuey dul not feel vncomlortablon the draw.
Tug room, and they felt at homo m the farmeor's ha'.
1 have weentioned tie name of Robertson, but these
charavtersties were not coulined 1o one party; a
more pertoet gentleman, one who more consmmmates.
1y biended the clements of Hrmness and Kendness,
ehrewder man or a truer Chrstan than the late S
Meney Moacriefl, 1 have never huown,

Atter these grave detaly, itis with joy that 1 Jet
my pen lonsg on the subject that aaes HUT E
thraagh them  The manse of those days, methrnks
I eov it atih! Itmvght stand embowered awmnng tall
old trec s, or, with a few saphngs around i, oa the
foss =pechimd green whica clothes the wadularmg
swells overhwegin g the brown upland atream winding
nway beneith the banks of bracken and ¢ long yel.
fow wroom 7 1t mght be a snug, compact, new
whoteaw ished  manson, or (among a set of <habby
grodgn.g seritors) an otd rambhing paichied up pde ol
the bite stone ol tho comatry.  Under ervery form
U was tmpossblo to uustake it for any other buldmg,
Taere w s 2o erpress on i the dead stone, there waz
a sentme . the green tields, there was o festing
the berere that played sround: 1t waa—it conld e no
other than the manse. It could be the: house nestho:
of laird nor Larmer, 1t was an append wge o —au
habwed woantarpart of the chureh Thee the tan
Lund ugs stvod ~there they had stood fir long vears
Lawh o at o4 b other from their respechive ehrders of
ashes and sycamores, at such a distance Ut tae
brdzel could cateh the lirst ghmpse of the minister
133wyt ltem the door, and by a vigorous ay plastion
ta tue crached apolugy 1or a bell, clatter vouny 1 u
terer by sude and beneath tree —old sires and 5 tr e
disenss ng knotty pomts of doctnine, and 1nsy guls
with ¢ iy vet comely swares by ther sules, blush.
in ¢ mhrraszed but got punful suence—into  the
chureh Yuture the pastor could clunb the paipit. Tae
hous: s stomt 20 neas that the 100K of a4 spragd wua
mng eovered over them o an unroe ong ces b
cirdie, s tan lezens of ane geove <arrtt o 1ty
happy gumbois, the sbudes of the neghbvunng
swarm

Withm doors you were ahinost certam to fiad aider,
comfort and a Kindly weltome.  The msnster was a
man of edaration, 1 do not say ol i inte sectaad
porera bhete o2t blesmngama g 1 ' v
that it gves a fing tone even 1o thase who are wnsn .
coptible of knowledge. 1t is your anly true refiner of
the manners; i s education not birth that makhes the
difizrence between the pentleman and the ruste
Taue 1t was with our minster.  {e mght be a pea.
gaa!’sm who bud never mgled woth society exospt
when dinng, at feng mtenals w uh bz patten; or he
meght be one wha bad maved m more potished errclng
bt i e conntey retirement was ineeastiy assatla.
ting inm=ell 16 the tane af those by whom be was sar
pounded stetb o spark was ever aid aued escapang.
which though at betrazed no acnuatane wi'h old
or modern ! eriture, beepole t »man who ol
ege B altie had tuvbed <houllers with the monngients
of the teareed af the old wordd e micut not have
pucceeded m fearmng to danee, bet ns casrage had
been mnprosed by the attenpt.

Saery man who has lesnse st love Lis Ln'Yy,
and practie 2 hadinade preach ng and the duty of vient
ing b puowhonrers suffioentty casy to leave the good
wan Vine 1o ede ane, 1 be was of s unaspre g hat
tasteful charactor, he batoeol lunecll to gardeang
iz aurcalag and lns stranwberty appes, dus !.(m;g
suens and Ribston prppuas,”” were dhe fiacal e
country @ide.  Peta1ps thoee reared by some seion of
an old bnt not wealihy fronty, who after aspinng in
vain to earn wealth and honoara as 2 wember of the
Cotlown af Juvtres, had retired to cultivate lag pater.
nal gevinde, mught come near them, periaps the
Livnan m ght finey they were sapenor, bt oar saud
preat haow better, i thew s wae of a Jeos re-
dued and wore robust tarn, the ¢ glede® attarched to
T4 e Wit Sute S0 sedres o ito 4 minre exten.
give seate of Tirnnng, S Joim Sinelar’s statistical
accaant of Scothand, and nny an azacultural county
jeanrt, ewn vaneh v the suceesa with which our
(forgvnen purgued the theory of agriculinre. My
own exprreave of tha redundance of the simole
drratres whieh a fanm furoahes, w mauy a manse,
enabled me 10 hear witnees to thor practical skall,
1wl nes deny tiat mdinaduals tught at times mount
et hohb o8 too oficn and nde them too lang, 1
am ot garte sarg that oo dear mnzle heatted fuend
e v anfficrently mundtful of his clerical dignity,
whn Lo maanred hiv old Blick carr horse, with a
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sugz brwrh of appie tree, neither siem nor loaf of.

which could be scon for the clustering fruit, across
s stioutder; and joggmg Misway i triomph, ¥ now
twistny nghty, now  twastny lef,”® as the ptiless
tough trot of hus steed swayed han, shovwering down
applas on enther side, while Irom every hut and il-
lage nlong the 1oad urchine rushed out to eufly kick,
and buflet cach other i thewr seramble for the prizes.
And [ am quite sure that lis netghbour —— was
any thing but clerseal m lus conduct, whea, out of de-
votion to lus new farm, he postponed day afier day
the baptizm of the ** Irishiman®s chuld,” untl the
desperate father, findmg him with lus spade among a
tield of whvns, offered, ns a last rosource, to * stub
away till hus Reverence went and chnistoned the cluld.’
‘These, however, are exceptions.
Oilieis deroted themscives to more intellectual
'pmsm}s. They wished to proseccute those of the
multefurions seiences embraced in the comprehensive
{ hut somewhat superficial carriculum of a Scottish
stident of divinity, which had tahen therr fancy at
college.  Cae way a plulologist, another n metaphi-
sleran, another & mathematician or observer of natu-
cal huztory  Amang so numerous a hody, many wero
shallow enengh; ratter qualiticd to talk about the
thary 1o the as*nmshment of ther nesghbours, than to
foliow ontimportant myuiries. B4t even about these
there was a bonhoutmie—=the 1esult of ihe combmed
woikings of the reiineinent of {etters, and their con-
seivdstnag of hold-ng a sicred office —that one could
uot but loie. Lo proporton, as they aspired above
their brethren they exposed themselves to trials of
temper,  C—— [the Iate Dr Cruie} | romember,
peapatrated & pocucal toue through Scatland, wiuch
ap rzed o tu ad the rechless wit of tue Edinburgh
athe Loy day o st youth  TWll his dying day he
emild nor eatern soom where the blue and yellow
eater wiaviable  Maany a man however has exer—
cied, unnoticed by the world, n the manse of a
secinaed Seotlish parsh, nteliectual powers of no
wtdhnary Chagacter, imding that study was its own
waanl  Tue clergy turmed i thosc days the literary
erte of Bty wid frum among them the profes-
~or3 of our universt o3 were frequently  selected.
Revl, Pl fuir, and Roberison are etmnent examples.
The mmister’s wife—and Protestant nunstersof all
denouminations are a marrymy  generation— Luther,
Sl s auadiong baste to rusliinto this siate, wae
it iy e o F Uiem—unas generally a dear ereaturo.
Not uifiequently she was 1 mmister’s daughter as
vell as wite. A young clergyman invited to assist an

-

afder nepglibor was somectimes apt to find 10 his manze
a rrcher wad more lasting resward than he anticpated.
Moce than once t have witnessed a pretty iyl on the
aveazs,on of a new incumbent.  Some d.ficulty would
oenr regud ug the removal of the widow and or-
vhaus of Ins predecessor The vaung unsaphisticated,
searcely fledged numster was all nccommodation,
ind they of course were anxious to repay his kindness,
What a moment 1o cater upon the frendly relations
with a famiy! Not only was the stay upon which
thicy had all feant, asif it were to atand forever,thirown
down,—they mast gnit, ene the scene of a long hfe
of mainmonial bhiss, the rest, the natal spot of winch
they fiad become ay it were part and paccel.  Inno-
cent Ever, they must leave the paradine from which
they serer dicame ol igaung, for the, to them, waste
md eold Edom wlach Ly without.  What wonder
when the eldest hope, * woman grown,” whe, before
the reat had strugeled to mamtain an air of sclf.
poviesgion, unconscionsly sighed, bhalf aloud, her re-
aret ot leaving so dear a spot; that the grave and
vathontative pastor of a whole flock, blushing and
“tui morng b as hool oy, sheu'd whisper,** Why
wied she ever leave #12* Tash! 1 am wiimpermg;
tet me procced.  Sometimes the minwter would bring
hiomne some boany brude, whom loug years before he
tad nooed and won—tie pride of some (armer’s ba,
the sous.e. tosyecheched, wanm and pure hearted
daaght.r of a2 sturdy veoman. Sometunes a scien of
some ** good famly?? fallen into decny would conde.
seend ta bloom m the manse, like the fant and deli-
cate Clunn roze 1n o conunoan flower pot. But to the
honor ofthe tex Ler 9awd, the cousciousness of thewr
postuon i brict space assamlated all the discordam
begs into a protty  unifosm character.  The air of
the wanze mado them all alike. You might
Lkaow the mmter's wife by ler anaging ap.
pearance, suldued by habuual repetition of the doc
tring that a woriuly spint was reprehensible; by

her consequential air, sometimes repressed by the
reflecrion ** pride was not made for wan,” sowatimes
by a consciouencss that she wasin the presence of
people newly nnparied from the gay world:

T ueed nnt particulanse the daughters, having fre-
quently alluded to them already.  The boys were; in
nme caces out of ten, Lold, highspirited, unlucky
mps.  They wete alternately the pride and pest of
their father. A glad man was be, and his heart did
it wirlun him, v ben the younkers were fairly initi.
ated inte the ** tudunents.”’— But scarce a day elap-
sed without bringing the tale of sume cxcapade, not of

any great atrocity in iteclf, and yet sadly inconsistunt
with the decorinmn which ought to beobserved by every
whabitant of the manse, trom the mumwter himseif
down to the housohold cat sleeping on thy rug before
the parlor fire.  What a glooin settled down upon the
manse that day when wee Davie Wilkio was dutocted
by the grim elder skotching the head of an old womun
during the time of divine =ervice! Ay, noble fellows
lave come from the munee, us every battly ficld and
every bloody quarterdeck for he lust hundied years
can testify.  But wy heart loves todwell on those who
have attained u more peaccful enuneace. Wilkie |
have already named;lot meo alse pay a tribute to
Juhn Thompson of Duddingston, a painter in whom
learning has strengthened gentoy, aud a soul deficately
attuned to esery ennobling emotion hus Lreathed a
living soul into knowladge. From the timo he veed
as a boy to wauder up one of our Aryshire burns
carrymng his {loraco m hus band, or makmg lus carhost
essays at counterfeiting nature, till now, that from kis
command over tho cloments of landscape; he caw
dovise fitting forms for ¢very sentiment, e he can in-
spiro a sentiment juto every scene, his hte has Leun
one of imaginative aspirution.  OCall the men 1 ever
conversed with, lie comes nearest my conception of a
man of genius.  Iu lum, and m every thng that sur.
rounds him, I find my deau ideal of the Scottish
clergymen of the old schuol, yet further sdealised by
the union of genius and tasto.

I'here was n monutony about the manse Jife dovoud
of.tedimm.  The accupations of its imates, theie
amusements were simple and vaned.  Unaccustomed
to the highspree of gay society, their unsophigticated
palutes relished the smiplest enjoyments.  Thore way
one era in the hives of mother and duughtera—either
in prospactive or already passed—the occasion of their
visit 1o Edinburgh the year when it fell to the s
ters lot to 1oprecent the prscbytery w the General
Assembly. This occurrence is an meahaustible source
of conjecture and anticipation il arrived; it wasa
matter of conversation all their after fs. Living
among themselves revered by all around, il ever there
was g Paradise on earih, 1t was, or ought to be found
In A manse.

The tunes upon which my memory so fondly lingers
are gone, and the men whose characters were framed
in and by them are fast disappeanng. In 1heir stead
[ sce fierce and uncompromnsing poletsis, It nny
be that my old ttiends weratoo much men of the world,
It may be that their good nature was the consequence
of indolent want of zeal for the cause of their Master.
It may bothat their successora are lulling themnselves
by their own wicessant conscientious warfaro sgainst
all that is evil  Let tiem kili themsclves if they will,
but why should thev teare the hfv out of others? I
may be wrong, but it scems to me that the placd
happiness of the blameless Life ufone of the old pustors
was worthall the marrow-piercing sermans of u dozen
o thoir ficry saccessors. 1 prefer the soft cloud that
veiled the glory on ths Mount, to the thunders of
Sinai.

No donubt there isa good worlung in, and certain
to come out of the preseut combustion, snd yet Iam
happy in the prospect of escaping the confusion and
embitierment. No doubt a plilesipher could prove
that the risinsg stormnis the necessary consequence of
the preceding calm. I om glad to thnk that 1 shall
be housed before the tempest reaches us height. B
am well aware that all mausters even in my day were
not such s I have portrayed them  Peace and par-
don be with the erning; it is enough that the memory
of what is good should survave as un example to pos—
terity.  No form is permancent on casth; that in which
they ex:sted, as well as some thathave already passed
away, may—must be changed, but the dove hike apirit
which brooded over it will ammate others. This is
the concern of youuger men.  The future is theirs to
use ar abuse. My conatant longing is to be with
those whom 1 loved and honoted while iving;and my
only anxiety that no unchartable Zoalots may disturb
ay dying hour,

DOMESTIC PEACE,

It is a pleasant sight 10 see every thing smoath and
smiling within the same walls.  To have no separats
interests, no aifficulty of huiner, no clashing ol preten-
sions {0 contest with; where every body keeps to hus
post, moves in his order, uud endcavors to make
hitmsell acceptable; whete euvy and contempt have

no place, but wheie it isa pleasure 20 sce others plea-
sed.

————

BOOK-BINDING.
HE Subscriber bas commenced Business in the
. shop recently occupied by D. Spence, where e
isready tn cxecuts orders with despatch, at the usual
prices. Blank Books bound ty order.

July 20, . tf JOIIN ROSS.



