78 Manasseh’s Sin and Repentance

Lesson V

MANASSEH’S SIN AND REPENTANCE
2 Chronicles 33 : 1-13. Commit to memory vs. 10-13.

July 30, 1905
Read the chapter.

GOLDEN TEXT—Rizhtédusness exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to any pevple.—~—Proverbs 14: 34.

1 Manas’seh was twelio years old when he began
igl reign, and he reigned fifty and five years in Jeru’-
salem :

2 1 But did that which was evil in the vight of the
Lorp, 2like unto the ubuminations of the heathen,
i\‘llxoml the Lorp Shad cast out before the children of

s‘rael.

.3 For ho buﬂmxﬁn the high places which Heze-
ki‘ah his father had bruken down, and he reared up
altars for 4 Ba‘alim, and made 5 groves, and worship-
ped all the host of heaven, and served them.

4 SAlso he built altars in the house of the Lorbp,
whereof the Lorp 3had said, In Jeru‘salem shall my
name be for cver. N

5 And he bult altars for all the host of heaven in
the two courts of the housc of the Lonp.

6 7And he caused his children to pass through the
fire in the valley of the son of Hin‘nom: $also he
observed times, and used enchantments, and ¢ used
witchceraft, and deals with 10 a famubiar spirit, and with
wizards : he wrought much evil in the sight of the
Lorp, to Emvoke him to anger. .

7 And he set }1a carved image, the idol which he
had made, in the house of God, of which God 3had
said to Da’vid and to Sol’omon his son, In this house,

and In Jeru’salem, which I have chosen '2 before all
the tribes of Is‘rael, will I put my name for ever :

8 Neither will 1 any more remove_the foot of Is-
rael from !3out of the land which I have upgomted
for your fathers; “so that they will !5 take heed to
do all that I have commanded them, 16 according to
the whole law and the statutes and the ordinances
by the hand of Mo’ses.

9 17So Manas’sch made Ju’dah acd the inbabitants
of Jeru’salem to err, }and to do worse than the
heathen, whom ti.e Lorp 3had destroyed before the
children of Is‘racl. .

10 And the Lorp spake to Manas’seh, and to b's
people : but they !9would not hearken.

11 Wherefore the Lorp brought upun them_the
captains of the hust of the king of Assyr‘ia, which
took Manas‘seh 20among the thorns, . .nd bound him
with fetters, and carried him to Bab‘ylon.

12 And wh:n he vas in 2'affliction, he hesought
the Lurp his Gud, and humbled himself greatly before
the God of his fathers. | ;

13 And 22prayed unto him : and he was intreated
of him, and heard his supplication, and brought him
again to Jeru’salem into his kingdom. Then Manas’-
seh knew that the Lonrp he was God.

Revised Version.—! And he ; 2after the; 30mit had ; 4the; 6Asheroth; 6And he built; “Fe also

made ; $and he practised augury ; ?practised sorcery ; 10them that
image of ; 12out of ; 130ff the land ; 1if only ; 15observe ; 6even g
evil more than did the nations ; 12gzve no heed ; 2°in chains ; 21 distress; 22he.

had familiar spirits ; 1! the (raven
the law; 17And ; 1850 that they did

THE LESSON EXPLAINED 1

Time and Place—Manasseh reizned from 697
to 642, B.C.; Juaah and Babylon.

Connectlon—The good King Hezekinh (sce
Lessons 1. and IL) died after reigning over Judah
for twenty-nine years, and was succeeded on the
throns by his wicked son, Manasseh.

I. MaNAsSER'S SIN.—1,2. Monasseh, The
name means ‘‘forgetting,” and

poles used in the worship of the impure goddess
Ashtoreth., Worshipped all the host of heaven ;
the sun, mcon and stars, and the signs of tha Zodiae.

6-8. Caused his children to pass through the
fire. The cruel god Moloch was worshipped by
placing children in the arms of his huge image, whence
thoy rolled into the fire below. Manasseh followed
Ahaz (2 Kgs. 16 : 3)in thisdread-

sadly this young king forgot
his duty to God and his people.
Twelve years old . .began to
relgn ; although in Judab, as
in England, a king was rot sup-
posed to be of age till eighteen.
Reigned fifty and five years;
the longest reign in Judsh’s
history. Did .. evil. Prob-
ably after his father’s death he
fell undpr tho influence of wicked
counsellors, JIn the sight of
the Lord ; who is pleased when
we do right, and displeased when
we do wrong. idke unto..
the heathen. But he was
guiltier than they, b he

ful practice. In thevalley, eto.;
the valley of the Kidron lying
to the east of Jerusalem. Ob-
served times ; sought to dis-
tinguish lucky from unlucky
days by the movements of birds
or clouds, or cther appearances
in nature. Usesd enchant-
ments, and . . witcheratt;
sought help from sup rosed high-
er powers, other than God?
Dealt with them that had
famillar spirits (Rev. “"er.)
those who pretended to be able
to communicate with the spirit
world. Al these practices are
forbidden in Deut. 18: 10, 11.

had clearer knowledge.

8-6. We have here & black
list of Manasseh’s sins against
God and the nation. Built ., . high places;
temples for idol worship, usually situated on rising
groued. Hezekiah..had broken down. See
ch.31: 2 What s disloyal son, undoing his fathsr’s
work, instead of carrvingiton] Altarsfor Baallm;
plural of Baal, the highest zod of the Canaanites.
He was worshipped under different forms, hence the
plural. Mads Asheroth {(Rov. Ver.); earved

Assyrian Scribes Taking Account of
¢ Prisoness, etc.

9, 10, Not only against God
did Manssseh sin, but against
his peoplo as well. By his ex-
amp!le and influence, hs made them dQ worse than
the heathen. Xing and people became obstinate,
too, in their sin, The Lord spake (in warning). .
but they would not hearken.

II. Manvassen’s PUNISEXENT.—11, The
king of Assyria . . took Managseh among
the thorns. The Hebrew words may mean that
Manasseh had a hook tarust through his nostrils te



