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Manasseh's Sin and Repentance

MANASSEH'S SIN AND REPENTANGE July 30, 1905

2 Chronicles 33: 1-13. Commit to naemory vs. 10-13. Read the chapter..
GOLDEN TEXT-Righteousness eraltats a nation: but sin is a reproacs to any pt-%%ple.-Proverbs 14: 34.

i Manas'seh wa8 twelho years üld swhen ho began
to reigii, and ho reigned fifty and five years in Jeru'-_
salem:

2 1'But did tha wh"c was evil in tho pigbt of tho
LORD, h"Ike uinte thc- àbumiiiatiuns of the heathen,
wbomr the LOiRD 3 ad cast out before the children of
1s'rael.

3 For ho built agnin the high places which Heze-
ki'ah bis father had bruken duwn, and ho rearcd ulp
altara for 4 Ba'alim, and mado 5 groves, and wvorship-
ped ail the hast of heaven, and served themn.

4 6
AIso lie built altars in the bioue «if the LORD,

whereof the LORD 3 bcad said, In Jeru'salem shail mny
name ho for ever.

5 And hie built altars for ali tbe host of heaven in
tho two courtsq of the boeuse of the Loi.

6 7 And hie cauqed lus children to paes through the
fire in tho valley of the son of Ilin'nom : 8aiso hoe
observcd times, and used onchantinents, and 9 used
wgtchcraft, anddealt with Ili afamubhar iptràt, anid witb,
wizards : hie wrougbt much evii in the sight of the
LORD. to provoko him ta anger.

7 And he t 'la carved image, the idol which hoe
bcd made, in the bouse of God, of wbich God 3 had
saici ta Da'vid and to Sol'omnon bis son, In this bouse.

and in Jeru'salein, w~hicb I bave chosen 12 befori, ail
the tribea of Islrael, wttl 1 pot my Rame for ever :

8 Neither will I any more remove the foot of Is -
raei [rom 13 out of the lanîd wbicb I have uppointed
fur your fathers ; I<J so tbat tbey will U take heed to
do ail tbat I have commanded thcmn, 10 according te
the wbole Iawv and the statutes and the ordinances
by the band of Mo'ses.

9 1",So Mtanas'seh mcde Ju'dah and the inhabit ant i
of Jeru'salein to err, iganid to do worsfo than tbe
beathen, wbom tu.e Loin, 3bad destroyed before the
hbldren of Is'rael.

10 And the LORD spake te Manas'seb, and ta, Fl*
people : but they 191vou1d flot bea7rken.

il Whcrefore tho LORD hrougbt upun tbemn tbe
captabîs of the bust of the king of Assyr'ia, wvhicl,
took Mcnas'sýeh 'IDamnong tbe thorns, -nd bound hint
witb fettere, and carried hlm to Bab'ylon.

12 And wb.ýn ho ,'cs in 21affliction, bie Ihesougbt
tbe LuRo hb Gud, and bumbled himiself greatly before
tbe God of' bis fatherq.

13 And 12 prayed unto him : anid he was intreated
of him, and heard bis supplication, and brought hlm
again to Jeru'aalem into his kingdom. Vien Manas'-
seh know that the LORD, ho %me God.

Revlsed Version.-' .4nd ho; -,after the; a Omit bcd ; 4 the; -,'Asherofth -, And ho built ; '-cT also
made ; 8 and hoe practiscd augury ; 9 practised sorcery ; 1Otbema that had faiiiar epirits ; Il the xarven
image oft; isout of ; '3of! tbe land; 1"if only; lb observe ; Ir-oen all the law; 17 And; 18 bo that they did
cvil more than elid the nations ; 19 gave rio heed ; '0ins chains ; 21 distress ; 22!ie

THE LESSOI'
Time and Plaoe--Manasaeh rei.gned from 697

ta 642, B.0.; Juàah and Babylon.
Connection-The good King Hezekiah (see

Lessons I. and II.) died alter reignlng over Judab
for twenty-nine years, and was sueceded. on tise
tbrone by his wickcd son, Manwsei.

1. MANAssEHi'S SIN.-1, 2. Mpnasseh. Tise
name meana "forgetting,"' and
saly thia Young king forgot
bIs duty ta God and hIs people.
Twelve years old. . begasi to
relgn ; althougs in Judas, as
in Encland, a king wxas rit sup-
posed to be of age tili cigisteen.
Relgned flty anid live years ;
the longeat reign in Judah's
history. Dld . . e711. Prob-
ably after bis fatiser's death ho
feUl unc*r tha influence of wicked
counadilora. Ja the sight of
thie Lord; who la pleased wisen
we do rigist, and displesed when
wo do wrong. Lilte unto ..
the heathen. But ho vas
guiltier tisai tisey, because ho
had clearer lcnowledge. AssyriSSS Scribes

3-5. We have hore a black *Prison

list of Manasseh'a auna agalnst
God and the nation. ZEufit. hieh placez;
temples for idol worabip, usasly ituated on rlslng
groun-d. Hezeldah . . had broireit down. See
ch. 31: -I Whtsà disloyal son, undoinz bis fathcr'a
work, iatead of czr.ing it on Altars ior Baaflxn;
plural of Basl, thse hlgisat zod of tise Catniani*s
Ho was worihipped undor different forme, hence the
plural. Nidê Azheoth (%v. Ver.) ; carred

EXLAINED 1

r

polea uised in thse worship of thse i.mpure goddcss
Asistorets. Worahipped all the host of heaven ;
the sun, mcen and stars, and the signa of tliz Zodiac.

6-8. Caused bis children ta pass tbroughi thse
f1re. Thse cruel god Moloch vas worshipped by
placing cilidrea in thse arma of bis buge image, wbence
they rolled ista thse fire below. Manas4eh foflowed

Aisaz (2 Kga. 16: 3) in this dread-
- fui practice. In thse Valley, etc.;

thse volley of the Kidron lying
ta thse cisat of Jcrusalomn. Ob-
served tirnes ; sought ta dis-
tinguis lucky from. unlucky
dlays by tise mnovements of birds
or clouda, or othor appearsisces
la nature. 'Used enchant-
ments, and . . 'wtehcratt;
sougist bolp froma aup ,oaed isigis-
er powera, othor tisan God ?
Dealt with theni that, had
famillar spirits (Rev. -er.);
those -iso pretended ta be able
ta oommnunloate vitis thse spirit
w orld. AUl tises practioca are
forbidden in Daut. 18:- 10, Il.

akingAccout of 9, 10. Not oilly agallst God
akin etccont did Mas.amh ein, but against

rsctie hlpeoplea wvsL By hie ex-
ample and influence, he made tisem, dQ VOIeS thib
thse hsathen. Hlng and people becarne obstinate,
too, la tiseir sin. Thse Lord spake (in warning).
but they would flot heazlcen.

IL. MA&NASSEH'S PUNMMHLCNT-il. Thse
Idng ai Assyrla . . toolc Mnisseis among
thse tisonna. Tise Hebrev words mnay moean thst
)Ianaacis had a hook thruat througis hi* nostrils te


