
-anctity of huinan life and the guilt of shcdcling man's bload, the iaw before us was enacted.
MýahometL endeavorcd to accomnplish the same end by peýrmiîting a nmoney compensation, t-ut
the Bible plan refuses ta set a price upan that ivhich is priceless.

LsSsON PLAN. I. Providcd in MCercy. vs. 1-3. !1. Gavcrned by Justice1. vs. 4.6.
III. Accessible to Ail. vs. 7-9.

1. Paovva iLR N MEIFRt-N. 1. The Lord refuge. Untîl the death of the Hîgli Priest
aloo spake-As sourn as the ailutment of the IIWe have in this arrangement a manifesta-
land ivai compieted,.Joshua was inisîructed tu tion uf the perfect rigor of the divine justice in
carry out the pruibiuns already laid down thc mo,t beantiful concord -with comnpassion.
(Ntom. 35: 9-34) for the protection of those ate mercy. By the destruction of life, e'ven
Nho accidentally conimittcd homicide. when not wilful, human blood had been shed,

2. Appoint out for you-R. V. "Assign and that required expiation. This expiation
yo." i e three on the east of Jordan had did not cossst in the death of the sinner, for

i'een already designated during the lifetime of lie had not %inned wvith purpose ; he bad theve.
Mloses <Dent. 4: 41-43). The cities of ref- fore to fiee to the city of refuge, flot mecy in.
tige (I. V. )-These wvere not spccially sacred tu exile, althotigh it wvas certainiy a punish.
places, but inhabited tawns governed, like ment to lie obliged tu absent himiself front
others, by their eiders. By the hand of hanse and home, and be severcd front his
Moses-By the agency ofMaoses (Num. 35: 6, family, but also under the proteétion of the
13-34; Detnt. 19: 3-9-. There were thre mercy of God, wbich had opened in the cities
on each side of Jordan. They were aisa of refuge a place of escape front the human
Leviticai cihies (Nom. 35: 6). IlBy this ardor of the avenger of blood, where he migbt
arrangement the manriayer, who specially reniain concealed, until his sin had been ex-
needed the mercy of God ta protect, console, poiated by the death of the High Priest.'
instruct or humble him, was placed in the (Keil). Why was the death of the high priest
mio>t favorable circumstances for his spiritual fixed as the limit of the homicide's restraint ?
weifare." (Douglas). (i) It was symboiical, of the death of Christ,

3. UnaNvares and unwittingly-Only he and prefigured the deliverance from sin's penal-
who siew another unintentianally couid bie ty thraugh the atonement (Keil). But the
admitted. The ivilfui murderer %vas ta be tara high priest died the commun death of ail mnen,
cven from the aitar (Ex. 21: 14; Num. 35: he came "«under the curse " foi bis own sin
31, 32; 1 Kings 2: 28.34; 2 Kings i 1: 15). and in virtue of his cannectian with a falien
' .In this respect there was an essential, distinc- race. In this iast act he couid flot be, in any

tion between the asylum of the Israelites and view, a type of Christ. (2) He represents the
those of the Greekzs and Romans, and even of wbole people oflIsrael in their religions aspect.
the middle ages, %vhere criminals of every kind "As the ntost honored and beloved man in ail
found protection." (Keil). Israei, bis death plunges the tvboie conlmunity

II. GOVERN.D BY JUSTIcE. 4. HIethat into sncb distrcss that jrivate sorrow is lost ti
doth fiee-Roads were made and kept in the generui afh.ictian' (Baehr). (3) It wvas
order (Dent. 19: 3), every obstacle Lad ta be merely a inerciful lh..5t assigned t'i his confine.
remnoved. Tewish writers say that no water. ment, an d contingent upon tbis condition in>
course on thern was ieft unibridged, and at order that it mnight rot be left at the discretion
every-crass road guide pasts mere set up with of man. It was God who set hini free. The
the word ."Refuge" on them, so that the avenger could not coaipiain at bis release, nor
fugitive migbit nike no mistake and lose no the man hintseif at the iength of his exile front
time. Shl stand at the entering of the home, The whole affair was in God's hands.
gate-This daes nat mean that he shahl stand The refugee was required, however, ta remain
ontside the gate. "«The gate of the city " strictly within the city. If found by the aven-
nxeans the public place afjudgment, whcre the ger outside of tbe limait of 500 yards frorn it§
magistrates heid court (Ruth 4: 1, 2; 2 Samn. wails he mnight be siain at any time.
15: 2). Declare his cause-Give bis version 7. Appointed-it. "lsanctified" or con-
of the accurence which led to his claiming an secrated. They were set spart for a sacred
asylum there. Take him into the city-Re- purpose. IIThey were intended ta Ireserve
ceive him inta iLs-protection and give himi the the people and tbe la~ 1 of Jehavah free from
î;ght of asyium meantime, if his star>' seemed biood-guiltiness; and stand there as memoriais
true, until a fanalt trial canid be heid (verse 6). of the lave of Jehovah ta his chosen people."

5. They shail flot deli-ver the slayer up (Ranke). Kedeali-In .he tribe of Naph tali,
-1e wvas safe until he had been prove1 guilty (ch. 21: 32) north afilake Meroni. Galiee-

of murder. 11e was deiivered into the custady The word ineans "the circle." Originaiiy a
of the eiders of his awn village ta stand his circle of twenty tawns in Naphtaii (r Kings
triai. 9: 1 1) within whose borders nxany heathen

6. Until he stand before the congrega- continued ta reside and hence caiied " Gailee
tion-(Num. 35: 24, 25) The elders of bis af the gentiies"' (Isa. 9: 1). Shechem-The
awn cit>' wouid put him an trial. If he wiere aid home of Jacob.
then proved guilty of " malice aforethaught" 8. These three had alrea1v been set spart
he would be deiivered up ta, the avenger, bout by Moses (D'±'ut. 4: 41-43). Bezer-oppasite
if innocent he would bie retnrned ta the city of 1, Jericha. Raxnoth-In the centre, on the
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